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(1) the Government of Germany should 

promptly settle with the families of the 
members of the United States Air Force 
killed in a collision between a United States 
Air Force C–141 Starlifter aircraft and a Ger-
man Luftwaffe Tupelov TU–154M aircraft off 
the coast of Namibia on September 13, 1997; 
and 

(2) the United States should not make any 
payment to citizens of Germany as settle-
ment of such citizens’ claims for deaths aris-
ing from the accident involving a United 
States Marine Corps EA–6B aircraft on Feb-
ruary 3, 1998, near Cavalese, Italy, until a 
comparable settlement is reached between 
the Government of Germany and the families 
described in paragraph (1) with respect to the 
collision described in that paragraph. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be allowed to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
April 21, 1999. The purpose of this meet-
ing will be to review the USDA Office 
of the Inspector General’s report on 
crop insurance reform. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 21, for purposes of 
conducting a full committee hearing 
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. 
The purpose of this oversight hearing 
is to receive testimony on whether the 
United States has the natural gas sup-
ply and infrastructure necessary to 
meet projected demand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 21, 1999 at 10 a.m. to 
hold a Markup. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 21, 1999 at 2 p.m. to 
hold a Hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent on behalf of the 
Governmental Affairs Committee to 
meet on April 21, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. for 
a hearing on S. 746, The Regulatory Im-
provement Act of 1999. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 21, 1999 at 10 
a.m. in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen 
Office Building to hold a hearing on: 
‘‘Privacy in the digital age: discussion 
of issues surrounding the internet.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee On Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 21, 1999 at 
3 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on Intel-
ligence Matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FORESTS AND PUBLIC LAND 
MANAGEMENT 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Forests & Public Land 
Management of the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources be granted 
permission to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 21, 
for purposes of conducting a hearing 
Subcommittee on Forests & Public 
Lands Management hearing which is 
scheduled to begin at 2 p.m. The pur-
pose of the oversight hearing is to dis-
cuss the Memorandum of Under-
standing signed by multiple agencies 
regarding the Lewis and Clark bicen-
tennial celebration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 21, 
1999, in open session, to review the 
readiness of the United States Navy 
and Marines Operating Forces. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND 

SPACE 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Science, Technology, 
and Space of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on 
Wednesday, April 21, 1999, at 2 p.m. on 
the technology administration FY/2000 
budget. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee of the Committee on Armed 
Services on Seapower be authorized to 
meet on Wednesday, April 21, 1999, at 
2:30 p.m., in open session, to receive 
testimony on ship acquisition pro-
grams and policy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION, 
FEDERALISM AND PROPERTY RIGHTS 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on the Constitution, Fed-
eralism and Property Rights of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, be au-
thorized to hold an executive business 
meeting during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 21, 1999, at 2 
p.m., in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE 

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today a number of my colleagues intro-
duced legislation to lock up America’s 
best chance to reduce our dependence 
on foreign oil. 

This legislation is bad policy Mr. 
President and should be vigorously op-
posed. 

INCREASING DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN OIL 
Many times on the floor of the Sen-

ate my colleagues have heard me talk 
about the United State’s increasing de-
pendence on foreign oil. 

I have made the point that we are 
importing too much of our oil from 
oversees while watching our domestic 
level of production decrease by the day. 

Consider the following: 
In 1994, domestic oil production 

dropped to 6.6 million barrels a day— 
the lowest annual level since 1954; 

North slope oil fields—which provide 
25 percent of our domestic production— 
has been in decline since 1988. 

At the same time, national demand 
has steadily increased more than 17.7 
million barrels per day—the highest 
level since the mid-1970’s 

Today the U.S. imports close to 56 
percent of its oil. 

Just how significant is a 56 percent 
dependence on foreign oil—lets look at 
it: 

In 1973, the year of the Arab oil em-
bargo—the year of the 2-hour wait at 
the gas lines—the United States was 36 
percent dependent on foreign oil 

In 1991, the year of Desert Storm, the 
United States was 46 percent dependent 
on foreign oil 

Now we are 54 percent dependent. 
And if we don’t act soon there is no 

way to stop our increasing dependence 
on imported oil—a dependence our own 
Government says could be 67 percent 
by 2010. 

In the meantime countries such as 
Algeria, Iraq, Libya, and Nigeria are 
all planning to increase their produc-
tion levels. 

Locking up ANWR in wilderness and 
increasing our dependence on foreign 
oil is bad policy. 

ANWR RESERVE ESTIMATES ARE THE HIGHEST 
EVER 

In 1998 the Department of the Inte-
rior published the results of over 3 
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