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critical help to visually impaired indi-
viduals and their families. 

Low vision is the third leading cause 
of disability in the United States 
whose causes, among others, include 
macular degeneration and glaucoma. 
Low vision is a life altering condition 
which prevents millions of Americans 
from performing ostensibly elementary 
tasks such as reading, walking without 
aid, dialing the telephone, and even 
recognizing the faces of family and 
friends. Unlike other vision complica-
tions, low vision cannot be corrected 
with glasses and contacts, nor are 
there medical or surgical solutions 
available. There are, however, research 
and rehabilitation centers which ad-
dress low vision, including Maryland’s 
own Johns Hopkins Lions Vision Re-
search and Rehabilitation Center at 
the Wilmer Eye Institute, which re-
search the condition and help formu-
late ways in which the challenges 
posed by low vision can be reduced. 

The LVIC provides a related but 
unique service. Established 20 years 
ago, LVIC is dedicated to helping indi-
viduals with low vision cope with daily 
tasks in a home-like setting with the 
most up-to-date technology, LVIC has 
served more than 40,000 clients and 
their families during its 20-year his-
tory. Currently, LVIC staff and volun-
teers see up to 150 clients a month in 
their downtown Bethesda office. LVIC 
helps people with everything from suc-
cessfully pouring a cup of coffee, to 
writing personal checks, to learning 
how to use a talking watch. Addition-
ally, LVIC often shows vision profes-
sionals what it is like to suffer from 
low vision by providing them with gog-
gles that simulate various eye afflic-
tions. Staff and volunteers also visit 
senior centers and nursing homes to 
educate this populace about low vision. 

Mr. President, it has always been my 
firm belief that public service is one of 
the most honorable callings, one that 
demands the very best, most dedicated 
efforts of those fortunate enough to 
serve their fellow citizens. LVIC pro-
vides a critical public service to count-
less individuals in our society, both by 
directly helping those who suffer from 
low vision, and by educating profes-
sionals and lay people alike on the 
causes, symptoms and technology 
available relating to low vision. I am 
pleased to join with all of LVIC’s cli-
ents and their families, staff and volun-
teers in celebrating 20 years of public 
service that has significantly improved 
the quality of life for low vision indi-
viduals in our society.∑ 
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THE CLEAN GASOLINE ACT OF 1999 
∑ Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, today I 
am adding my name as a cosponsor of 
S. 171 the Clean Gasoline Act of 1999. 
This bill sets a national, year-round 
cap on the sulfur content of gasoline 
sold in the United States. The bill 
would bring American gasoline stand-
ards in-line with the low sulfur levels 
required in Japan, Australia, the Euro-
pean Union and the State of California. 

As we all know, cars are a significant 
source of air pollution. This bill would 
have an effect on pollution equal to re-
moving 54 million vehicles from the 
road. The reason for such a dramatic 
improvement is that sulfur in gasoline 
coats the car’s catalytic converter and 
spoils its ability to reduce emissions 
smog-forming pollutants. More than 30 
percent of these pollutants are emitted 
by cars and trucks. 

In the new breed of low emission ve-
hicles, sulfur is particularly damaging. 
Engineers have created a new genera-
tion of pollution control devices for 
these vehicles that more effectively re-
duce smog-forming emissions. But, 
these cutting-edge technologies are 
poisoned by even moderate sulfur lev-
els in the gasoline. According to indus-
try research on this new class of clean 
cars, reducing gasoline sulfur con-
centration from the current national 
average of 330 parts per million to 40 
ppm will reduce hydrocarbon emissions 
by 34 percent, carbon monoxide emis-
sions by 43 percent, and nitrogen oxides 
emissions by 51 percent. 

If these devices fail to work properly 
because they are clogged with sulfur, 
those emissions reductions will be lost 
and much of our investment in cleaner 
automotive technology will be wasted. 

More importantly, lower sulfur levels 
in gasoline will reduce emissions from 
nearly every car on the road today— 
not just those with the latest pollution 
control devices. This is because reduc-
ing the sulfur content of gaoline in-
stantly improves the performance of 
all catalytic converters in all cars. 
Low-sulfur fuel adds value to our exist-
ing investments in pollution control 
technology. There are more than 125 
million passenger cars on the road 
today, and this bill will make almost 
every single one of them cleaner. 

I’m sure my colleagues recall the 
phase-out of leaded gasoline in the late 
1970s. We undertook that phase-out be-
cause we understood that catalytic 
converters—a new technology at the 
time—would not work with lead in the 
gasoline. Now is the time to phase-out 
sulfur because, by reducing sulfur lev-
els, we can reap more rewards from ex-
isting technology and eliminate bar-
riers to new technology. 

Reducing sulfur levels in gasoline 
will require some changes to oil refin-
ing and processing techniques, and 
there is a modest cost associated with 
that. But, no other strategy can 
achieve such large reductions in air 
pollutants so quickly. We must cap-
italize on two decades of improvements 
in automotive technology by making 
similar advances in the gasoline used 
in those cars.∑ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
CENTER DEDICATION 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
would like to share with my colleagues 
a very special occasion for education. I 
proudly want to share in the celebra-
tion as Oglebay Institute announces its 

new and sophisticated 11,700-square 
foot Schrader Environmental Edu-
cational Center in Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia. The incredible opportunities 
that will be offered by this state-of- 
the-art facility characterize the 
Oglebay Institute’s dedication to edu-
cating students and adults about 
science, nature, and the environment. 

The Oglebay Institute in Wheeling, 
West Virginia is a non-profit organiza-
tion with a particularly distinguished 
mission of promoting lifelong learning 
in a variety of creative ways and areas. 
The Institute lends its support to the 
visual and creative arts, sponsoring re-
gional and national artists in two mu-
seums as well as a fine arts center. By 
hosting numerous plays and concerts 
every year, the Oglebay performing 
arts department is equally important 
in adding to the cultural richness of 
the surrounding community. To pro-
mote regional natural history interpre-
tation and preservation, the Institute 
carefully maintains 4.5 miles of dis-
covery trails and a butterfly and 
wildflower garden in the 1,650 acre 
Oglebay Park. Such resources are well 
utilized in programs for regional wild-
life education. The opportunities avail-
able range from nature walks to bird 
observation, and travel programs to 
celebrations of Earth Week. The envi-
ronmental education department, 
whose accomplishments we honor 
today, caters to a wealth of individual 
interests while promoting universal en-
vironmental literacy and motivation. 
Particularly noteworthy in such en-
deavors are the hands-on experiences 
with various aspects of nature. In the 
program offerings such options abound; 
participants choose from among as-
tronomy, maple sugaring and inter-
active computer simulations. 

For sixty-eight years, the Oglebay 
Institute has been a pioneer in this 
field of nature, science and environ-
mental education, successfully cou-
pling recreation with the promotion of 
environmental awareness. The new En-
vironmental Education Center, with its 
exceptional design and ideal location, 
insures a great contribution to this vi-
sion. The Schrader Center’s exhibition 
areas will offer interactive opportuni-
ties exploring all issues, ranging from 
the self-supporting nature of the Earth 
to our role as its caretakers. At the 
newly constructed cutting edge learn-
ing center, outreach technology will 
enable adaption of educational pro-
grams to extend education to local stu-
dents and others thanks to distance 
learning. I have full confidence that 
the proximity of the Environmental 
Education Center to the expansive 
Oglebay Park, where many outdoor ac-
tivities take place, will serve as fur-
ther incentive to enjoy the remarkable 
opportunities available. 

West Virginians and tourists from 
across the country visit Oglebay Park 
and learn from the Oglebay Institute. 
For seven decades, the Oglebay Insti-
tute has provided education, culture, 
and recreational activities for crowds 
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