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food to the hungry and 60 tons of cloth-
ing and blankets to the homeless. | am
truly proud of Oregon’s Mercy Corps
International.

Mercy Corps is not alone as a human-
itarian presence in Oregon. Portland’s
Northwest Medical Team International
has provided disaster response and
emergency relief to refugees of wars
and to victims of hurricanes, floods and
famines. Each year, Northwest Medical
Teams International recruits, equips
and dispatches volunteer surgical, med-
ical and redevelopment teams to areas
of the world in need of this type of hu-
manitarian aid and assistance.

Northwest Medical Teams Inter-
national ships more than $50 million in
humanitarian assistance to over 50
countries each year. Currently, North-
west Medical Teams International is
helping to manage the flow of humani-
tarian aid and to assist refugees in the
Balkans and is collecting donations for
humanitarian aid in the region through
its Kosovo Relief Fund.

These two Oregon humanitarian or-
ganizations embody what is good in
America—the noble effort to reach out
and help a neighbor in need, regardless
of geography, cultural or linguistic dif-
ferences. This outreach from non-gov-
ernmental organizations deserves far
more than this resolution, it deserves
the sincere acknowledgment and
thanks from each citizen of this coun-
try.

SENATE RESOLUTION 86—SUP-
PORTING THE NATIONAL RAIL-
ROAD HALL OF FAME, INC. OF
GALESBURG, ILLINOIS

Mr. DURBAN (for himself, and Mr.
FI1TZGERALD) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. REs. 86

Whereas Galesburg, Illinois, has a profound
link to the history of railroading beginning
in 1849 when the Peoria and Oquawka Rail-
road organized;

Whereas the citizens of Galesburg sup-
ported a railroad to Chicago which was char-
tered as the Central Military Tract Railroad
in 1851;

Whereas Galesburg and Chicago were
joined by rail in 1854; as a result of this
union, the Northern Cross Railroad joined

the Central Military Tract Railroad at
Galesburg;
Whereas in 1886 Galesburg secured the

Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway and
became one of the few places in the world to
possess 2 mega-powers of the railroad indus-
try;

Whereas the National Railroad Hall of
Fame, Inc. has been established in Galesburg
and has reserved the name ‘“‘National Rail-
road Hall of Fame” with the Secretary of the
State of Illinois;

Whereas the National Railroad Hall of
Fame, Inc. is organized and incorporated as
a not-for-profit organization under the laws
of Illinois;

Whereas the National Railroad Hall of
Fame, Inc. filed a service mark registration
with the Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks of the United States, covering
the name and logo of the organization;
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Whereas the National Railroad Hall of
Fame, Inc. has applied for a charter under
the State of Illinois;

Whereas the objectives of the National
Railroad Hall of Fame, Inc. include—

(1) perpetuating the memory of leaders and
innovators in the railroad industry;

(2) fostering, promoting, and encouraging a
better understanding of the origins and
growth of railroads, especially in the United
States; and

(3) establishing and maintaining a library
and collection of documents, reports, and
other items of value to contribute to the
education of future railroad students; and

Whereas the National Railroad Hall of
Fame, Inc. has resolved to erect a monument
known as the National Railroad Hall of
Fame to honor men and women who actively
participated in the founding and develop-
ment of the railroad industry in the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the Na-
tional Railroad Hall of Fame, Inc., of Gales-
burg, Illinois, in its endeavor to erect a
monument known as the National Railroad
Hall of Fame.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, | rise
today on behalf of myself and my col-
league, Senator PETER FITZGERALD, to
submit a resolution in support of the
establishment of the National Railroad
Hall of Fame in Galesburg, Illinois.

The state of Illinois has played a pio-
neering role in the growth of the rail-
road industry. In 1849, the Peoria and
Oguawka Railroad was organized. The
city of Galesburg joined Chicago by
rail six years later in 1854. In addition,
the Carl Sandburg College of Galesburg
was one of the first colleges to estab-
lish an educational curriculum in rail-
roading.

This privately-funded museum will
help promote and encourage a better
understanding of the origins and
growth of the railroad industry. It will
also highlight the efforts of men and
women whose hard work and resource-
fulness helped build one of the nation’s
best modes of transportation.

Already, the Illinois General Assem-
bly, with the unqualified support of our
state’s new governor, George Ryan, has
passed a resolution similar to the one |
am introducing today. This resolution
is also supported by major railways,
railroad organizations, and rail em-
ployee organizations. Nineteen mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
have cosponsored an identical measure
in the House. Approval by the Senate
will be one more step toward estab-
lishing this museum.

Mr. President, | urge the Senate to
pass this resolution in a timely fashion
so that we can properly honor the rail-
road industry and its many pioneers.

SENATE RESOLUTION 87—TO COM-
MEMORATE THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
VISITORS PROGRAM

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
BonD, and Mr. MOYNIHAN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the committee on foreign re-
lations:

April 27, 1999
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Whereas the year 2000 marks the 60th Anni-
versary of the International Visitors Pro-
gram.

Whereas the International Visitors Pro-
gram is the public diplomacy initiative of
the United States Department of State that
brings distinguished foreign leaders to the
United States for short-term professional
programs under the authority of the Mutual
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of
1961.

Whereas the purposes of the International
Visitors Program include—

(1) increasing mutual understanding and
strengthening bilateral relations between
the United States and other nations;

(2) developing the web of human connec-
tions essential for successful economic and
commercial relations, security arrange-
ments, and diplomatic agreements with
other nations; and

(3) building cooperation among nations to
solve global problems and to achieve a more
peaceful world;

Whereas during 6 decades more than 122,000
emerging leaders and specialists from around
the world have experienced American demo-
cratic institutions, cultural diversity, and
core values firsthand as participants in the
International Visitors Program;

Whereas thousands of participants in the
International Visitors Program rise to influ-
ential leadership positions in their countries
each year;

Whereas among the International Visitors
Program alumni are 185 current and former
Chiefs-of-State or Heads of Government, and
more than 600 alumni have served as cabinet
level ministers;

Whereas prominent alumni of the Inter-
national Visitors Program include Margaret
Thatcher, Anwar Sadat, F.W. de Klerk,
Indira Gandhi, and Tony Blair;

Whereas a new configuration of domestic
forces has emerged which is shaping global
policy and empowering private citizens to an
unprecedented degree;

Whereas each year more than 80,000 volun-
teers affiliated with 97 community-based
member organizations and 7 program agency
members of the National Council for Inter-
national Visitors across the United States
are actively serving as ‘“‘citizen diplomats”
organizing programs and welcoming Inter-
national Visitors Program participants into
their homes, schools, and workplaces;

Whereas all of the funds appropriated for
the International Visitors Program are spent
in the United States, and such spending
leverages private contributions at a ratio of
1to 12;

Whereas the International Visitors Pro-
gram corrects distorted images of the United
States, effectively countering
misperceptions, underscoring common
human aspirations, advancing United States
democratic values, and building a foundation
for national and economic security;

Whereas the International Visitors Pro-
gram provides valuable educational opportu-
nities for United States citizens through spe-
cial *“‘Back to School With International Vis-
itor” programs and events that increase the
knowledge of Americans about foreign soci-
eties and cultures, and bring attention to
international issues crucial to interests of
the United States;

Whereas the International Visitors Pro-
gram offers emerging foreign leaders a
unique view of America, highlighting its vi-
brant private sector, including both busi-
nesses and non-profit organizations, through
farm stays, home hospitality, and meetings
with their professional counterparts; and

Whereas the International Visitors Pro-
gram introduces foreign leaders, specialists,
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