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fortunate enough to witness this notion
first-hand.”

The STAR research is the only large-scale,
long-term class size research of its kind. Dr.
Frederick Mosteller, a professor of mathe-
matical statistics at Harvard University,
said this about STAR in 1995: ‘‘Because a
controlled education experiment (as distinct
from a sample survey) of this quality, mag-
nitude, and duration is a rarity, it is impor-
tant that both educators and policymakers
have access to its statistical information and
understand its implications.”’

In fact, the STAR research provided sup-
port for federal legislation that proposes to
reduce class sizes by hiring 100,000 new
teachers in grades K-3 nationwide.

Last fall, Congress appropriated $1.2 billion
in the FY 1999 federal budget as a ‘‘down-
payment’ on that legislation, enough to hire
approximately 30,000 teachers for one year.
Future funding will require congressional
authorization and additional annual appro-
priations. Pate-Bain was scheduled to share
the new STAR findings with a number of
education policy experts and Members of
Congress later in the day.

Mrs. MURRAY. This is a report about
a study that researchers in Tennessee
began many years ago in relation to re-
duced class size in the first through
third grades. They followed those
young people all the way through to
the point where they are now grad-
uating this year.

It is a very impressive study. It
shows exactly what I have been debat-
ing on the floor of the Senate; and that
is that students who are in smaller
class sizes in the first through third
grades are more likely to pursue col-
lege, have higher graduation rates,
they achieve at higher levels, and it
makes a difference in discipline.

Mr. President, it seems to me that we
have to get back to this issue. I urge
all of my colleagues to take a second
look and recognize that we can make a
difference by continuing our support of
class size reduction and teacher train-
ing here in the Senate.

I ask unanimous consent that the 23
Senators on the list that I send to the
desk be added as cosponsors to my bill,
S. 564, the Class Size Reduction and
Teacher Quality Act of 1999.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you,
President.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr.

NUCLEAR WASTE STORAGE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, more than
15 years ago, Congress directed the De-
partment of Energy (DOE) to take re-
sponsibility for the disposal of nuclear
waste created by commercial nuclear
power plants and our nation’s defense
programs. Today, there are more than
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100,000 tons of spent nuclear fuel that
must be dealt with. Over a year has
now passed since the DOE was abso-
lutely obligated under the NWPA of
1982 to begin accepting spent nuclear
fuel from utility sites. Today DOE is
no closer in coming up with a solution.
This is unacceptable. This is in fact
wrong—so say the Federal Courts. The
law is clear, and DOE must meet its ob-
ligation. If the Department of Energy
does not live up to its responsibility,
Congress will act.

I am encouraged that Congressmen
BLILEY, BARTON, UPTON, and the rest of
the House of Representatives have
begun to address this issue. It is good
to see a bipartisan effort for a safe,
practical and workable solution for
America’s spent fuel storage needs. The
proper storage of spent fuel is not a
partisan issue —it is a safety issue. The
solution being advanced is certainly
more responsible than just leaving
waste at 105 separate power plants in 34
states all across the nation. There are
29 sites which will reach their storage
capacity by the end of this year.

Where is DOE? Where is the solution?
All of America’s experience in waste
management over the last twenty-five
yvears of improving environmental pro-
tection has taught Congress that safe,
effective waste handling practices en-
tail using centralized, permitted, and
controlled facilities to gather and man-
age accumulated waste.

Mr. President, the management of
used nuclear fuel should capitalize on
this knowledge and experience. Nearly
100 communities have spent fuel sitting
in their ‘‘backyard,” and it needs to be
gathered and accumulated. This lack of
a central storage capacity could very
possibly cause the closing of several
nuclear power plants. These affected
plants produce nearly 20% of America’s
electricity. Closing these plants just
does not make sense.

Nuclear energy is a significant part
of America’s energy future, and must
remain part of the energy mix. Amer-
ica needs nuclear power to maintain
our secure, reliable, and affordable sup-
plies of electricity. Nuclear power, at
the same time, allows the nation to di-
rectly and effectively address increas-
ingly stringent air quality require-
ments.

Both the House and the Senate
passed a bill in the 105th Congress to
require the DOE to build this interim
storage site in Nevada, but unfortu-
nately this bill didn’t complete the leg-
islative process because of time con-
straints. We ran out of time. I chal-
lenge my colleagues in both chambers
of the 106th Congress to get this envi-
ronmental bill done. The citizens, in
some 100 communities where fuel is
stored today, challenge the Congress to
act and get this bill done. The nuclear
industry has already committed to the
federal government about $15 billion
toward building the facility. In fact,
the nuclear industry continues to pay
about $650 million a year in fees for
storage of spent fuel. It is time for the
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federal government to honor its com-
mitment to the American people and
the power community. It is time for
the federal government to protect
those 100 committees.

To ensure that the federal govern-
ment meets its commitment to states
and electricity consumers, the 106th
Congress must mandate completion of
this program—a program that includes
temporary storage, a site for perma-
nent disposal, and a transportation in-
frastructure to safely move used fuel
from plants to the storage facility.

Mr. President, this federal foot drag-
ging is unfortunate and unacceptable.
Clearly, the only remedy to stopping
these continued delays is timely action
in the 106th Congress on this legisla-
tion. By moving this process, which
must also include the work of the Sen-
ate, the House’s work can be improved.
Let’s move forward and get this bill
done.

————
COMMENDING ABHISHEK GUPTA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would like
to take this opportunity to praise the
outstanding accomplishments of a dis-
tinguished young man from Florida. At
the age of 17, Abhishek Gupta has suc-
ceeded in making a greater contribu-
tion towards the alleviation of pain
and suffering on a global scale than
most people can boast of in a lifetime.
Last November, Abhishek organized 9
other students and initiated a project
designed to provide humanitarian re-
lief to underprivileged citizens in his
Southern Florida community and
throughout the world.

In a rare exemplification of compas-
sion and determination, Abhishek, a
junior at Phillips Exeter Academy in
New Hampshire, created a non-profit
organization called ‘‘Clothes, Food and
Education for the Poor and Needy.”
Drawing on Abhishek’s inspiration,
this group worked toward the goal of
raising $50,000 to provide crucial relief
for numerous families about whom
Abhishek had read in several local
newspaper articles.

Abhishek went to work lobbying cor-
porate sponsors to pay for operational
expenses, and entreating members of
his community to help him meet his
goal. Ultimately, he exceeded his own
expectations by raising $60,000 in a
matter of weeks. He channeled this
money toward helping impoverished
children in Southern Florida and vic-
tims of Hurricane Mitch in Central
America.

Mr. President, I have always believed
that the most effective way to give
charity is to give time—money comes
second. I want to stress that Abhishek
did not only formulate the infrastruc-
ture for raising such a lofty sum, he
also spent part of his Christmas vaca-
tion accompanying a medical team to
Honduras and Nicaragua in order to
contribute personally. During his week
in Central America, Abhishek helped
administer food, clothing and medical
supplies to the disaster victims, and
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