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Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. ENzI), the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. GRAMM), and the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. ALLARD)
were added as cosponsors of Senate
Resolution 72, a resolution designating
the month of May in 1999 and 2000 as
“National ALS Awareness Month.”’

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 90—DESIG-
NATING THE 30TH DAY OF APRIL
2000 AS “DIA DE LOS NINOS:
CELEBRATING YOUNG AMERI-
CANS”

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. REID, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. ABRA-
HAM, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BOND, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mrs. HUTCHISON) sub-
mitted the following resolutions; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. REs. 90

Whereas many of the nations throughout
the world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘Dia de los Ninos’ on
the 30th of April, in recognition and celebra-
tion of their country’s future—their chil-
dren;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the citizens of the United States;

Whereas children are the center of Amer-
ican families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas Latinos in the United States, the
youngest and fastest growing ethnic commu-
nity in the nation, continue the tradition of
honoring their children on this day, and wish
to share this custom with the rest of the na-
tion;

Whereas one in four Americans is projected
to be of Hispanic descent by the year 2050,
and there are now 10.5 million Latino chil-
dren;

Whereas traditional Latino family life cen-
ters largely on its children;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas more than 500,000 children drop
out of school each year and hispanic dropout
rates are unacceptably high;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are more often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and encourage children to explore,
develop confidence, and pursue their dreams;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the Nation will help affirm
for the people of the United States the sig-
nificance of family, education, and commu-
nity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition of children of the United States
will provide an opportunity to children to re-
flect on their future, to articulate their
dreams and aspirations, and find comfort and
security in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the country

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

to declare April 30 as ‘‘Dia de los Nifos: Cele-
brating Young Americans’”—a day to bring
together Latinos and other communities na-
tionwide to celebrate and uplift children;

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its citizens, and citizens
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society—their curiousity,
laughter, faith, energy, spirit, hopes, and
dreams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
30th of April of 2000, as ‘“Dia de los Ninos:
Celebrating Young Americans’ and requests
that the President issue a proclamation call-
ing on the people of the United States to join
with all children, families, organizations,
communities, churches, cities, and states
across the nation to observe the day with ap-
propriate ceremonies, beginning April 30,
2000, that include:

(1) Activities that center around children,
and are free or minimal in cost so as to en-
courage and facilitate the participation of
all our citizens;

(2) Activities that are positive, uplifting,
and that help children express their hopes
and dreams;

(3) Activities that provide opportunities
for children of all backgrounds to learn
about one another’s cultures and share ideas;

(4) Activities that include all members of
the family, and especially extended and el-
derly family members, so as to promote
greater communication among the genera-
tions within a family, enabling children to
appreciate and benefit from the experiences
and wisdom of their elderly family members;

(5) Activities that provide opportunities
for families within a community to get ac-
quainted; and

(6) Activities that provide children with
the support they need to develop skills and
confidence, and find the inner strength—the
will and fire of the human spirit—to make
their dreams come true.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am very
pleased to announce my submission of
a Senate resolution, together with
other members of the U.S. Senate Re-
publican Conference Task Force on
Hispanic Affairs and the Senate Demo-
crat Working Group on Hispanic Issues,
to designate April 30, 2000, as Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans.

Last Congress, the resolution to des-
ignate April 30, 1999, as a day to cele-
brate young Americans passed with
overwhelming bipartisan support. As a
result, cities and towns throughout the
country will host community events to
celebrate the nation’s children
throughout this week.

In fact, in my home state of Utah a
very special celebration is planned. To-
morrow, in Salt Lake City, on Dia de
los Ninos: Dia de Los Libros [Day of
the Children: Day of Books], we will
dedicate the first Americas Award Ref-
erence and Resource Library to be es-
tablished at the Centro de la Familia
Center. This unique library will house
over 1,500 books and will form the cen-
tral part of a literacy program aimed
at encouraging children and young
adults to explore the written world by
reading books that authentically and
engagingly present the experience of
individuals in Latin America, the Car-
ibbean, and Latinos in the United
States. These wonderful stories will
help children learn to read, to expand
their universe and dreams, to develop a
better understanding of the history of
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the Americas, and to enhance their
own self-esteem.

Our children are our greatest promise
for the preservation and betterment of
this country’s healthy and competitive
global edge. As leaders and purveyors
of hope for a better America, we must
continue to nurture their development
and potential through innovative pro-
grams and discussions that encourage
and challenge them to become the
prime movers and guardians of invest-
ments made thus far.

Children’s days are celebrated in
many other nations, including Japan
and Korea on May 5, Canada on Novem-
ber 20, Turkey on April 23, and Mexico
on April 30. Local coalitions have
formed in 17 states to realize Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans as
a special day for all children through-
out this country.

I think it is imperative, especially
now given the recent tragedy of Col-
umbine, Colorado, that we celebrate,
honor, and encourage our youth, in
much the same way we honor parents
during Mother’s Day or Father’s Day.
Our purpose is strictly to uplift chil-
dren.

There are no easy solutions for the
challenges that face our modern day
society. But I do know that we need to
make and take the time to listen, to
support, to observe, and to accept re-
sponsibility as parents for raising chil-
dren prepared to meet the challenge of
living in a complex multicultural soci-
ety—a society that bestows freedom on
its citizens predicated on the accept-
ance of basic moral values. I believe
that calling upon the nation to set
aside a day for that purpose can be an
important step in building awareness
among adults that our children need
parental love, care, and guidance. They
need positive role models—coaches,
teachers, employers—as well as from
the entertainment industry and profes-
sional sports. They need to know there
is satisfaction in doing their best,
honor in doing the right things, and
consequences for doing the wrong
thing.

A day to reflect on what we are
teaching our children and the cultural
legacy we are leaving them could very
well be a turning point for our country.
It is my hope that when the sun goes
down tomorrow evening we will have
rededicated ourselves to this most im-
portant purpose of all—to nurture our
children.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED
Y2K ACT

DODD (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 298

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. HATCH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. BENNETT, and Mr. LIEBERMAN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
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proposed by him to the bill (S. 96) to
regulate commerce between and among
the several States by providing for the
orderly resolution of disputes arising
out of computer-based problem related
to processing data that includes a 2-
digit expression of that year’s date; as
follows:

At the appropriate place insert the fol-
lowing:

In section 5, strike subsection (b) and in-
sert the following:

(b) CAPS ON PUNITIVE DAMAGES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the evidentiary
standard established by subsection (a), puni-
tive damages permitted under applicable law
against a defendant described in paragraph
(2) in a Y2K action may not exceed the lesser
of—

(A) 3 times the amount awarded for com-
pensatory damages; or

(B) $250,000.

(2) DEFENDANT DESCRIBED.—A defendant de-
scribed in this paragraph is a defendant—

(A) who—

(i) is sued in his or her capacity as a indi-
vidual; and

(ii) whose net worth does not exceed
$500,000; or

(B) that is an unincorporated business, a
partnership, corporation, association, or or-
ganization with fewer than 50 full-time em-
ployees.

(3) No CAP IF INJURY SPECIFICALLY IN-
TENDED.—Paragraph (1) does not apply if the
plaintiff establishes by clear and convincing
evidence that the defendant acted with spe-
cific intent to injure the plaintiff.

In section 13—

(1) in subsection (a), strike ‘‘by clear and
convincing evidence” and inserting ‘‘by the
standard of evidence under applicable State
law in effect before January 1, 1999;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), strike ‘‘by clear and
convincing evidence’ and inserting ‘‘by the
standard of evidence under applicable State
law in effect before January 1, 1999°’; and

(3) at the end add the following:

(d) PROTECTIONS OF THE YEAR 2000 INFORMA-
TION AND READINESS DISCLOSURE ACT
APPLY.—The protections for the exchange of
information provided by section 4 of the
Year 2000 Information and Readiness Disclo-
sure Act (Public Law 105-271) shall apply to
this Act.

Strike section 14.

DOMENICI AMENDMENT NO. 299

(Ordered to lie on the table.)

Mr. DOMENICI submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill, S. 96, supra; as follows:

At the end of amendment 273 insert the fol-
lowing:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY FOR
A Y2K ACTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Consent is given to join
the United States as a necessary party de-
fendant in a Y2K action.

(b) JURISDICTION AND REVIEW.—The United
States, when a party to any Y2K action—

(1) shall be deemed to have waived any
right to plead that it is not amenable there-
to by reason of its sovereignty;

(2) shall be subject to judgments, orders,
and decrees of the court having jurisdiction;
and

(3) may obtain review thereof, in the same
manner and to the same extent as a private
individual under like circumstances.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, the Fi-
nance Committee requests unanimous
consent to conduct a hearing on Thurs-
day, April 29, 1999, beginning at 10 a.m.
in room 215 Dirksen.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee be per-
mitted to meet on Thursday, April 29,
1999, at 10 a.m. for a hearing on the
nominations of Myrta ‘“Chris’” Sale to
be Controller of the Office of Federal
Financial Management at the Office of
Management and Budget and John
Spotila to be Administrator of the Of-
fice of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs at the Office of Management and
Budget.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet for
a hearing on ‘“ESEA Reauthorization”
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet in
executive session during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, April 29, 1999,
at 4 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to hold an Executive Business Meeting
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m. in
room 226 of the Senate Dirksen Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 29, 1999, at
10 a.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-
telligence matters.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE YEAR 2000
TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM
Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-
nology Problem be permitted to meet
on April 29, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. for the
purpose of conducting a hearing.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Housing and Transpor-
tation of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 29, 1999, to
conduct a hearing on ‘‘Oversight of
HUD’s Grants Management System.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
POLICY

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on International Economic
Policy, Export and Trade Promotion of
the Committee on Foreign Relations be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, April 29,
1999, at 10 a.m. to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC
PRESERVATION AND RECREATION

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks, Historic
Preservation and Recreation of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, April 29, for purposes of con-
ducting a joint hearing with the Sub-
committee on Interior Appropriations
of the Appropriations Committee
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this oversight hearing
is to review the report of the General
Accounting Office on the Everglades
National Park Restoration Project.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND
SPACE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Science, Technology,
and Space of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, April 29, 1999, at 10 a.m. on NASA
FY/2000 Budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure be granted permission to
conduct a hearing Thursday, April 29,
9:30 a.m., hearing room (SD-406), on
project delivery and streamlining of
the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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