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hardships of previous generations. We
don’t think about suffering we don’t
have to endure. This is the way it
should be. And this is the hope of
America’s innovators, who work to
ease misfortune for our children and
grandchildren.

One of those innovators is a 101-year-
old woman from Sioux City, Iowa. Lou-
ise Humphrey was a leading light in
the battle against polio, one of the
most terrifying illnesses of our cen-
tury. Because of her work, and the
work of others devoted to finding a
cure, polio is virtually non-existent in
our country.

It’s hard for anyone who didn’t live
through the 1940s and 1950s to under-
stand fully the fear of polio. The dis-
ease was highly contagious and some-
times fatal. It attacked the lungs and
the limbs. It immobilized its victims,
made them struggle for breath and
often forced them to breathe through
mechanical iron lungs. Parents
wouldn’t allow their children to go
swimming, or to drink out of public
fountains, for fear of contagion. Those
children fortunate enough to escape
the illness saw their classmates return
to school in leg braces and watched
news reels of people in iron lungs.

At the height of the epidemic, during
the late 1940s and early 1950s, polio
struck between 20,000 to 50,000 Ameri-
cans each year. In one year—1952—
58,000 people caught the disease. Most
of them were children.

Mrs. Humphrey of Sioux City became
interested in polio before the height of
the epidemic. In the 1930s, according to
the Sioux City Journal, she saw first-
hand the ravaging effects of polio after
meeting a man who had been disabled
by the disease. She and her husband,
the late Dr. J. Hubert Humphrey, a
Sioux City dentist, became leaders in
the fight against polio. They headed
the Woodbury County chapter of the
National Foundation for Infantile Pa-
ralysis. Mrs. Humphrey was elected
state chairman of the woman’s division
of the foundation.

The Humphreys raised thousands of
dollars for equipment and therapy to
battle the disease. They enlisted enter-
tainers and circus performers in the
cause, hosting these individuals at
fund-raising parties. Their guests in-
cluded Bob Hope, clown Emmett Kelly
and a ham sandwich-eating elephant.

Their work contributed to a climate
in which Jonas Salk developed the first
polio vaccine. His vaccine, and another
developed by Dr. Albert Sabin, soon be-
came widely available. Polio is vir-
tually non-existent in our country, al-
though it remains a Third World
threat.

Mrs. Humphrey has said she has no
secret for living such a long life. She
advises people to ‘‘just be happy and be
well.’’ She has never had an ache or
pain. What she did have in abundance
was empathy, kindness, generosity and
devotion. Because of her contributions,
millions of American children will live
without a debilitating disease.

On June 3, Mrs. Humphrey will turn
102. In advance of her birthday, during
Older Americans Month, I want to
thank Mrs. Humphrey for helping to
make our country strong. Mrs. Hum-
phrey, with her clear vision and com-
passionate concern for America’s chil-
dren, perfectly illustrates the theme of
Older Americans Month: ‘‘Honor the
Past, Imagine the Future: Toward a
Society for All Ages.’’∑
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TRIBUTE TO JOE TAUB

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a great
friend, Joe Taub, in celebration of his
70th birthday on May 19th. Joe is a tre-
mendously hard worker and a world-
class philanthropist, and I’m proud to
say he’s been my friend for almost 50
years.

Joe came from humble beginnings in
Paterson, NJ to join me in founding
Automatic Data Processing in 1949.
Today, the company employs over
30,000 people in the U.S. and Europe.
Even after leaving ADP in 1971, Joe
continued to lead an active business
life, starting his own company and be-
coming owner of the New Jersey Nets
basketball team. Along the way, Joe
donated his time to several charities
and with his wife, Arlene, established
the Taub-Gorelick Laboratory at Me-
morial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
to aid breast cancer victims.

Joe has always worked to improve
the world around him. To help keep
inner city kids off the streets, he fi-
nanced several scholarships and started
the Taub-Doby Basketball League. And
he contributed to the redevelopment of
Paterson by giving the city a museum
documenting its history.

Mr. President, Joe isn’t remarkable
just for his business achievements and
philanthropy. He’s also been a loving,
devoted husband for 45 years and has
done a wonderful job as a father and
grandfather.

I would like to extend my heartfelt
best wishes to a long-time friend and
former business partner in honor of his
70th birthday. Joe, on behalf of myself
and all those whose lives you have
touched, we wish you the best.∑
f

HONORING SAMUEL STROUM

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I sub-
mit the following letter to be printed
in the RECORD.

The letter follows:
U.S. SENATE,

Washington, DC, June 19, 1999.
Mr. KERRY KILLINGER,
Honorary Chair, North West Industry Partner-

ship, Seattle, WA.
DEAR MR. KILLINGER: tonight, you are

gathered to recognize the outstanding ac-
complishments of Samuel Stroum. Nothing
could give me more pleasure than to con-
gratulate my friend, Sam Stroum, the 1999
recipient of the Donnall Thomas Medal of
Achievement award. Dr. Thomas was a man
of great vision, integrity, determination, and
he possessed a strong commitment to help-
ing his fellow citizens. Because Sam personi-

fies these same characteristics, it is only fit-
ting that he should be the recipient of this
award.

For half a century, Sam has been an estab-
lished leader in our state. Sam has continued
to give back to his community in immeas-
urable and invaluable ways. He has set the
tone, led by example, and has propelled his
peers to do better. Tonight as Sam is being
lauded for his many accomplishments and
contributions, I suspect that there as many
untold stories where Sam has quietly made a
difference.

In the past decade, our state has experi-
enced tremendous developments in the high-
tech industry. From the very beginning, Sam
could see the future of that industry and
knew how it would benefit Washington. He
encouraged its development and became ac-
tively involved in expanding the software
business in Washington, creating more jobs
and spurring unprecedented economic
growth.

More importantly, Samuel understands
that there is more to life than business.
There is art, community cohesion, and the
need and desire to continue one’s education.
Sam has rescued community centers from fi-
nancial disaster, expanded art galleries, and
raised funds for hundreds of organizations.

Sam is an invaluable asset to our commu-
nity for his vision, leadership, and compas-
sion for those in need. I am convinced that
Washington state is far better because of
him.

Sincerely,
SLADE GORTON,

U.S. Senator.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO THE RIGHT
REVEREND MARION BOWMAN

∑ Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to offer a solemn tribute to an
educator and clergyman whose life
spanned most of this great century: the
Right Reverend Marion Bowman of
Florida.

Father Marion Bowman passed away
last week, and was buried on Friday,
May 14, 1999, at the St. Leo Abbey Cem-
etery. As coach, teacher and president,
Father Bowman was a guiding force at
St. Leo College in St. Leo, FL. He is
survived by a large and loving family,
and a legion of alumni and friends of
St. Leo College.

Born on June 30, 1905, in Lebanon,
KY, he made his first profession of
vows twenty years later, and was or-
dained as a priest in 1931. His associa-
tion with St. Leo began as a young
man; he graduated from St. Leo Col-
lege Prep School in 1923.

Father Bowman served as the third
abbot of St. Leo Abbey, from 1954–69.
On April 27, 1970, Father Bowman was
elected president of St. Leo College and
served on the institution’s Board of
Trustees as well.

A versatile man, Father Bowman
taught math, physics and chemistry at
the prep school, and for four years was
St. Leo’s sole coach, heading the foot-
ball, baseball, basketball and track
teams. He also served as athletic direc-
tor, and played a key role in con-
verting St. Leo from a prep school to a
college.

In 1971, St. Leo College bestowed an
honorary Doctor of Humanities degree
on Father Bowman.
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