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As we search for ways to secure and im-

prove Medicare, it is appropriate to consider
increasing the efficiency of the program
through competition. Introducing competition
into the managed care equation will achieve
greater efficiencies, higher quality, and cost
savings, and will enable Medicare managed
care to live up to its promise.

Following is a portion of an interview from
the May/June 1999 issue of Health Affairs by
Princeton professor Uwe Reinhardt with HHS
Secretary Donna Shalala which describes how
different it has been to make progress on this
simple, basic, free enterprise approach to
health care:

THE CONTROVERSY OVER COMPETITIVE

BIDDING

Reinhardt: In my time, Medicare has been
a pioneer in innovating with the DRG (diag-
nosis-related group)—based hospital pay-
ment system, which has been copied world-
wide, and the Medicare physician fee sched-
ule, which has been copied by private Amer-
ican payers. If we are ever going to really
test managed competition by having health
plans compete fairly for enrollees, only
HCFA (the Health Care Financing Adminis-
tration) can actually show the way, because
the private sector has not yet done it so far.
Do you share that view?

Shalala: I share that view, but the political
system has to buy into it. For instance,
we’ve announced a competitive-bidding dem-
onstration in which we have some consensus
among the experts as to where we ought to
go and how to organize our experiment with
managed competition. Phoenix and Kansas
City are our two sites.

Reinhardt: HCFA has attempted such dem-
onstrations in Baltimore and Denver but was
forced to abandon both efforts by private in-
terests that were opposed to them.

Shalala: Yes, in Denver we had bipartisan
support to try it. But when we got specific
and picked the places, we immediately had
political opposition. However, Congress di-
rected us (in the Balanced Budget Act [BBA]
of 1997) to try again. We set up an advisory
panel on which all of the political interests
were represented. And now we’re proceeding
again.

Reinhardt: I suppose that we should never
expect the managed care industry to volun-
tarily acquiesce to a competitive-bidding
process because people instinctively don’t
like to compete. They prefer administered
prices because such prices can be manipu-
lated politically. Who is it, in general, that
opposes competitive bidding?

Shalala: One source of opposition is the
managed care industry. The companies in
that industry believe that such a process will
undermine their profits. So the private sec-
tor—the famed competitive marketplace—
doesn’t want competition. They keep saying
things like, ‘‘Health care is different; we
can’t predict our costs.’’ We have to have a
system that is more nimble, more flexible.
Managed care plans would not oppose a com-
petitive-bidding process if they could modify
the package of benefits. But if HCFA locks
them into a benefits package, they want to
be able to negotiate the price, rather than
making competitive bids.

INDIAN INTELLIGENCE INTERRO-
GATES REPORTER AFTER VISIT
TO AMERICA
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, India has
once again shown true nature of its democ-
racy by grilling a reporter who visited the
United States. Journalist Sukhbir Singh Osan
has exposed the corruption and the atrocities
of the Indian government in newspapers and
through his website, Burning Punjab. He vis-
ited the United States, Canada, and Great
Britain to cover the Sikh 300th anniversary
marches and speak on human rights. He met
with my colleague from Indiana, Mr. Burton,
and with a minister in the Canadian govern-
ment. Their pictures appear on his website.

Mr. Osan returned to his home in
Chandigarh before Indian intelligence officers
showed up at his house to interrogate him for
45 minutes, claiming they were acting on in-
structions from the central government in New
Delhi. This is not the first time the Indian gov-
ernment has gone after Mr. Osan. He has re-
ceived anonymous threats and has been de-
nied a law degree that he worked hard to earn
because he had written news stories that the
Indian government didn’t like.

Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the
Council of Khalistan, brought this to my atten-
tion. I understand that Dr. Aulakh has notified
the Committee to Protect Journalists in New
York of Mr. Osan’s mistreatment.

What happened to Mr. Osan is not just an
isolated incident. Other reporters have been
threatened for reporting stories critical of the
Indian government. Clearly, there is no press
freedom in India despite its loud and frequent
boasts that it is ‘‘the world’s largest democ-
racy.’’

Does a democratic country harass reporters
for covering stories that the government
doesn’t like? Would a democratic country in-
cite 17 freedom movements within its borders?
India is a democracy only for the Brahmin rul-
ing class. It is also anti-American, working with
such models of democracy as China, Libya,
and Cuba to undermine U.S. foreign policy. It
approached China and Russia trying to build a
triangular ‘‘security alliance’’ against America.

We should treat India as we do other viola-
tors of religious freedom. That will help to end
the kind of abuse that Mr. Osan and his fellow
Sikhs suffer and bring real freedom to all the
nations and peoples living within India’s Bor-
ders.

I am placing the Burning Punjab story on
Mr. Osan’s harassment into the RECORD for
the information of my colleagues.

INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES GRILL SUKHBIR SINGH
OSAN

Chandigarh.—True to their anti-Sikh
stance, the Indian Intelligence Agencies
have again started harassment of innocents.
Punjab based journalist, Sukhbir Singh
Osan, who recently visited Unites States,
Canada and United Kingdom for the purpose
of participating in a human right convention
to read a paper on the subject ‘‘Recent at-
tacks on Christian community in India’’ and
covering the 300 year celebrations of the
Khalsa community was grilled by the intel-
ligence sleuths for more than forty-five min-
utes at his residence on May 11. When Mr.

Osan asked the DSP [Intelligence Bureau] as
to why he was questioning him about his vis-
its abroad, the said DSP replied, ‘‘Delhi
wants to know all about it.’’ When again
asked whether there were any written in-
structions, he replied that ‘‘we have specific
instructions from Delhi’’. However, nothing
in writing was given to Mr. Osan.
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A TRIBUTE TO LACKLAND ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL; RECIPIENT
OF THE UNITED STATES DE-
PARTMENT OF EDUCATION BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL AWARD
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Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to offer my sincerest congratulations to
Lackland Elementary School in San Antonio,
TX, upon the notification of their receipt of the
Blue Ribbon School Award.

Schools are awarded the Blue Ribbon
School Award based on their performance in
regards to several criteria, including: student
focus and support; active teaching and learn-
ing; school organization and culture; chal-
lenging standards and curriculum; professional
community; leadership and educational vitality;
school, family, and community partnerships;
and indicators of success.

Lackland Elementary joins three other
schools in San Antonio and forty other Texas
schools, all of which excelled in these areas
and were rewarded with the Blue Ribbon
School Award from the United States Depart-
ment of Education.

To receive consideration for this prestigious
award, schools must be recommended for na-
tional recognition by their individual state de-
partment of education or sponsoring agency.
Nominations are then evaluated by a National
Review Panel including the Department of
Education, the Department of Defense, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Council for Amer-
ican Private Education and a select group of
educators from around the country. The Sec-
retary of Education then makes a final deter-
mination based on the recommendations of
this panel.

In receiving this special recognition, I be-
lieve that Lackland Elementary School will in-
spire others to provide the level of quality edu-
cation that this Blue Ribbon School Award
merits. I am proud to represent a district and
hail from a state that has clearly placed an
emphasis on the education of our children.
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TRIBUTE TO COLLIS P. CHANDLER
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Collis P. Chandler, Jr., a
friend of mine and a true friend of the petro-
leum industry, who passed away May 5, 1999,
at the age of 72.

Mr. Chandler was a man of good character
who loved life, his family and the industry
upon which he had such a great impact. In a
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