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while developing new and innovative
ideas to meet the challenges of a
changing world. I do believe that
Americans value and should preserve
our national strength and pride, while
working to extend peace, freedom and
human rights throughout the world.
Finally, I believe that the Republican
Party is the best vehicle for trans-
lating these ideas into positive and
successful principles of government.

As America faces tragedies like the
shootings that we have seen across the
country in the last few months, I re-
main even more convinced that a re-
turn to traditional values and personal
responsibility that made this country
great are absolutely essential. I think
President Reagan said it best when he
said, We must reject the idea that
every time a law is broken, society is
guilty rather than the lawbreaker. It is
time to restore the American precept
that each individual is accountable for
his actions.

As a wife, a woman, a mother of two
sons, I believe that only a return to
values and personal responsibility will
end this sort of violence. That is why I
am a Republican.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WILSON). The Chair will remind all per-
sons in the gallery that they are here
as guests of the House, and that any
manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of the proceedings or other
audible conversation is in violation of
the Rules of the House.
f

FULLY FUND THE E-RATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise this evening to talk about E-Rate.
I strongly urge my colleagues to fully
fund the Universal Service Fund pro-
gram for schools and libraries, com-
monly called the E-Rate. The E-Rate
has successfully helped provide equal
access to opportunity and education
for school children and the public at
large.

In just 18 months, the E-Rate has
connected over 600,000 classrooms in
over 80,000 schools and libraries across
this great Nation. At a recent round-
table discussion that I held in my dis-
trict with educators, I asked principals
and superintendents in my 7th congres-
sional district, what is the one thing I
can do right now in Congress to help
education, and unanimously they said,
continue the E-Rate program. Do not
let the E-Rate program die, do not let
it diminish. It is effective, it is work-
ing. It is connecting our schools to the
future.

Most importantly, the E-Rate pro-
gram enables all schools and libraries
to provide Internet access to children,
regardless of their means. For most

schools and libraries, the cost of both
telephone and Internet access is cut in
half, and for some of our most poorest
schools, access will be almost free, al-
most free.

The E-Rate is helping to close the
digital divide. Children in the most iso-
lated inner city or rural town will have
access to the same expansive knowl-
edge and technology as a child in the
most affluent suburbs.

This House supported this program in
1996 and should continue to support
this program today, especially because
of the scope and influence of the Inter-
net on our children’s lives.

Recently, surveys have shown that
the American public strongly supports
the introduction of information tech-
nology into our Nation’s schools and li-
braries. A nonpartisan poll was com-
missioned by EdLiNC and conducted by
Lake, Snell, Perry and Associates and
the Tarrance Group. The results of this
poll are impressive and send a clear
signal that the American people sup-
port the concept of the E-Rate.

Madam Speaker, 87 percent of Ameri-
cans support providing discounts to
schools and libraries. Eighty-three per-
cent of Americans think that access to
the Internet in schools and libraries
will improve educational opportunities
for all Americans. Eighty-seven per-
cent of Americans support continuing
discounts for libraries and schools.
Seventy-nine percent of Americans be-
lieve that PCs are an effective alter-
native for teaching subjects such as
math and reading.

Tomorrow the FCC will vote on the
funding level for the Universal Service
Fund for America’s schools and librar-
ies for the year beginning July 1, 1999.
I urge every member of this House to
lend their support to fully funding the
E-Rate program.

JOHN HART: ONE OF AMERICA’S TREASURES

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I
just want to shift gears for a moment.
We all know there is a very, very im-
portant weekend coming up and that is
Memorial Day weekend where we cele-
brate and commemorate all of those
who fought for the saving of this coun-
try in all our world wars. In particular,
I just want to mention a good friend of
mine, a neighbor, a mentor of mine as
I was growing up, Mr. John Hart, actu-
ally my next door neighbor. I am proud
to say that this weekend John Hart
will be the grand marshal of the
Woodside, Queens Memorial Day Pa-
rade.

John Hart is one of America’s treas-
ures. He served our country in World
War II and saw action in Europe. He
came back from that war and he and
his wife, Pat, raised four children in
the community of Woodside. John, like
so many other Americans who gave of
themselves that we might be free, is
still alive today and is having an op-
portunity to walk amongst his fellow
citizens in Woodside so that they can
show their appreciation to John and
men and women like him.

So when my colleagues are eating
hot dogs and hamburgers and having

corn on the cob this weekend, think of
John Hart and think of all of those
men and women who gave so much of
themselves so that we today are free.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. CHENOWETH addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HOLT addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
f

UNITED STATES’ NATIONAL SECU-
RITY COMPROMISED BY CHINESE
ESPIONAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I
would like to compliment my colleague
and friend from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY) and congratulate Mr. Hart as well.
Memorial Day is I think too often
taken for granted in this country, and
it is an opportunity, however, for most
of us to appreciate and demonstrate
our support for our veterans who were
willing to give their lives for our coun-
try, too many of whom made the su-
preme sacrifice, physically, mentally
scared for life. So I compliment those
in Woodside, Queens and of course in
Staten Island where I live. I think it is
an appropriate opening to what I want-
ed to talk about tonight.

I will read my colleagues a little
clause here. ‘‘The People’s Republic of
China has stolen classified design in-
formation on the United States’s most
advanced thermonuclear weapons. The
stolen United States’ nuclear secrets
give the People’s Republic of China de-
sign information on thermonuclear
weapons on par with our own.’’

So begins the United States national
security and military commercial con-
cerns of the People’s Republic of China
from the Select Committee, commonly
known now as the Cox Report that was
declassified in the last couple of days.

Madam Speaker, we talk about a lot
of things here in Washington, and
clearly, many of them are important
and affect everybody across this coun-
try. But I think to me and so many
others here, there is nothing more vital
than protecting our national security.
Frankly, I think if any American can,
they should read the Cox report. What
I am going to do is just read some out-
takes from this.

‘‘The stolen information includes
classified information on seven U.S.
thermonuclear warheads, including
every currently deployed thermo-
nuclear warhead in the United States
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ballistic missile arsenal. The stolen in-
formation also includes classified de-
sign information for enhanced radi-
ation weapons, commonly known as
the neutron bomb, which neither the
United States nor any other Nation has
yet deployed. The People’s Republic of
China has obtained classified informa-
tion on the following United States
thermonuclear warheads, as well as a
number of associated reentry vehicles,
the hardened shell that protects the
thermonuclear warhead during re-
entry.’’

Might I add, this Cox Committee was
a bipartisan committee, Democrats and
Republicans in the House of Represent-
atives, and clearly demonstrates, for
example:

‘‘The People’s Republic of China has
stolen United States design informa-
tion and other classified information
for neutron bomb warheads. China has
stolen classified U.S. information
about the neutron bomb from a U.S.
national weapons laboratory. The
United States learned of the theft of
this classified information on the neu-
tron bomb in 1996,’’ and practically
nothing was done.

‘‘The Select Committee judges that if
the People’s Republic of China were
successful in stealing nuclear test
codes, computer models and data from
the United States, it could further ac-
celerate its nuclear development. By
using such stolen codes and data in
conjunction with the high performance
computers already acquired by the
People’s Republic of China, the PRC
could diminish its needs for further nu-
clear testing to evaluate weapons and
proposed design changes.’’

The small warheads that we talk
about, multiple warheads, will make it
possible for the People’s Republic of
China to develop and deploy missiles
with multiple reentry vehicles. Mul-
tiple reentry vehicles increase the ef-
fectiveness of a ballistic missile force
by multiplying the number of war-
heads, and a single missile can carry as
many as tenfold.

Multiple reentry vehicles also can
help to counter missile defenses. For
example, multiple reentry vehicles
make it easier for the People’s Repub-
lic of China to deploy penetration aids
with its ICBM warheads in order to de-
feat antimissile defenses.

At the beginning of the 1990s, the
People’s Republic of China had only
one or two silo-based ICBMs capable of
attacking, attacking the United
States. Since then, the People’s Repub-
lic of China has deployed up to two
dozen additional silo-based ICBMs ca-
pable of attacking the United States.
That is 24 additional silo-based ICBMs;
has upgraded its silo-based missiles and
has continued development of three
mobile ICBM systems and associated
modern thermonuclear warheads,
something they never had.

Even though the United States dis-
covered in 1995, in 1995, that is almost
four years ago, that the People’s Re-
public of China had stolen design infor-

mation on the W–88 Trident D–5 war-
head and technical information on a
number of U.S. thermonuclear war-
heads, the White House has informed in
response to specific interrogatories
propounded by the committee that the
President was not briefed about the
counterintelligence failures until 1998.

Madam Speaker, this is just a dis-
grace, and unless something happens,
we should not be here today discussing
anything else until our national secu-
rity is protected.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BECERRA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BECERRA addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

WHY I BECAME A REPUBLICAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. FOWLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. FOWLER. Madam Speaker, I be-
came a Republican because of the par-
ty’s long-held principles. The Repub-
lican Party was founded on two funda-
mental issues: free land and abolishing
slavery. Since that day, the party em-
braced the role of leader and never
shied away from taking the challenge
of taking an unpopular and difficult
stance. From striving successfully to
abolishing slavery to being the van-
guard in the struggle for women’s right
to vote, the Republican Party has con-
stantly forced all Americans to re-
evaluate the role of individuals and the
role of the government.

b 2030

The Republican party has always be-
lieved in individuals. We have an abid-
ing faith in the idea that individuals
and local communities can accomplish
more than a distant Federal Govern-
ment, a government that tends to be-
come large, bloated, and wasteful, as
ours has.

As the great Republican statesman,
Abraham Lincoln, said, ‘‘The legiti-
mate object of government is to do for
a community of people whatever they
need to have done but cannot do at all,
or cannot so well do, for themselves in
their separate and individual capac-
ities. In all that people can individ-
ually do as well for themselves, govern-
ment ought not to interfere.’’

There is an important role for the
government. Imagine an individual try-
ing to build a freeway alone. But it is
a role that should be limited.

Republicans believe the most effec-
tive government is closest to the peo-
ple. After all, who knows more about
educating our children, us and our
child’s teacher, or a distant bureauc-
racy across the country in Washington,
D.C.?

I chose the Republican party because
I believe that each American citizen

can be trusted. I believe that they
know best and that they will make the
best decision for themselves, and they
will make the wisest choices. Whether
it is how to spend their hard-earned
money or how to spend their time, they
should be in charge.

The Republican party’s economic
policies of lower taxes and less govern-
ment have reduced interest rates and
sent the stock market soaring, yet in-
flation has remained stable. Thanks to
these smart policies, every one of us is
enjoying the largest sustained peace-
time expansion ever.

Our commonsense agenda and leader-
ship has produced a healthy and strong
economy. Job opportunities have in-
creased significantly, unemployment is
down, the budget is balanced, and be-
cause of our welfare reform, tens of
thousands have moved from the welfare
rolls to the payrolls.

I have to say, while I firmly believe
that all issues are women’s issues, and
I resist the popular tendency to view
women as a monolithic group in poli-
tics or anything else, I still must em-
phasize the Republican party’s accom-
plishments with regard to women in
politics.

I want to take Members back to 1896,
when it was the Republican party who
became the first major party to offi-
cially favor Women’s Suffrage. That
year Senator A.A. Sargent, a Repub-
lican from California, introduced a pro-
posal in the Senate to give women the
right to vote. It was defeated four
times by a Democratic Senate, and it
was not until the Republicans would
gain control of Congress that it was fi-
nally passed in May of 1919.

The first woman to serve in Congress
was a Republican, Jeanette Rankin of
Montana.

In 1940, the Republican party became
the first major political party to en-
dorse an Equal Rights Amendment for
women in its platform.

In 1953, Republican President Eisen-
hower appointed the first woman Sec-
retary of the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare, and the first
woman ambassador to a major power.

In 1964, Republicans were the first
major American party to nominate a
woman for president, Senator Margaret
Chase Smith of Maine.

In 1981, Republican President Reagan
appointed the first woman Supreme
Court Justice and the first woman U.S.
representative to the United Nations.

In 1983, Republican President Reagan
had three women serving concurrently
in his cabinet, the first time in the his-
tory of this country.

Currently, Republican women chair a
record seven House subcommittees and
three Senate subcommittees. I serve as
a deputy majority whip, along with
two other women, and as a newly elect-
ed Vice Chairman of the Republican
conference, I am now the highest rank-
ing woman in the House elected leader-
ship. The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
DEBORAH PRYCE) serves as Conference
Secretary.
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