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cared for the sick. She is a Deaconess at
Sharon Baptist Church, and also serves on
the Kitchen Committee, in the Nurses Unit,
Flower Club, the Missionary Society and the
Senior Choir.

Mr. Speaker, in a nation wrought with
change and uncertainty, Ms. Holloman has
been the glowing embodiment of consistency,
fortitude and determination. Through her life’s
example, she reminds us all of the priceless
value of hard work, humility, and sincerity.

Mr. Speaker, | am hopeful that on this very
special day, that Ms. Holloman will be blessed
with the presence of family and friends. | know
that by her life, all those who have crossed
her path have grown tremendously.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to rise
and join me in thanking God for blessing Ms.
Holloman with such a long and abundant life
and in asking Him to continue to provide her
with good health, the best that life has to offer
and many more “Happy Birthdays.”

A TRIBUTE TO THE SIXTH GRADE
CLASS OF GRATIGNY ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL, MIAMI, FL

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 9, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the sixth grade class of
Mrs. Morano at Gratigny Elementary School in
Miami, FL, in recognition of the compassion
and concern of this class and their teacher for
the slaves in Africa’'s Sudan, and for what
these young Americans have done to help
captives on another continent. Mrs. Morano’s
class became members of the American Anti-
Slavery Group, raised $700 by selling candy,
and used the money to free slaves in the
Sudan. These young citizens of the United
States are to be commended for their act of
hope.

This action of the sixth grade class and their
teacher is as remarkable as it is inspiring. The
late Senator Robert Kennedy once wrote,

Every time that a man stands up for an
ideal, or acts to improve that lot of others,
or strikes out against injustice, he sends
forth a tiny ripple of hope. And crossing each
other from a million different centers of en-
ergy and daring, those ripples build a current
that can sweep down the mightiest walls of
oppression and resistance.

The compassionate feat by Gratigny Ele-
mentary School's Sixth Grade Class in aiding
the Sudanese slaves is precisely the sort of
positive action that Senator Kennedy wrote of.
America truly is blessed to have such empa-
thetic citizens, and it is a privilege to pay trib-
ute to Mrs. Morano and to all of the young
people in the sixth grade class at Gratigny El-
ementary School.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 9, 1999

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
169, had | been present, | would have voted
“yea.”
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to pay tribute to the memory of Pace
Weber, a U.S. Air Force Academy cadet who
lost his life in a tragic airplane crash while on
a routine flight lesson at the academy in Colo-
rado Springs, CO, on June 25, 1997.

Since Pace’s death, not one day goes by
when he does not enter the thoughts of the
family and friends he left behind, especially his
former classmates at Palmer Trinity and fellow
cadets at the academy. Pace was well known
for his good nature and kindness. His friends
knew him as someone who thought of others
before himself. He was always looking out for
his classmates and was known to take a spe-
cial interest in helping those having a difficult
time.

Pace is remembered by those that cared for
him as a young man full of desire and deter-
mination. He worked diligently to make his life-
long dream of becoming a pilot for the U.S. Air
Force a reality. Although Pace did not accom-
plish his goal, he did spend three rewarding
years at the academy learning to fly and made
friends with fellow cadets who shared the
same ambitions and experienced the same
happiness that flying brought him.

| ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering young Pace Weber and, also, to sup-
port my efforts in finding out exactly what
caused Pace’s airplane to go down. Our
thoughts and prayers go to his family and
friends.

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. EMMA
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Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to call my colleagues’ at-
tention to the accomplishments of Ms. Emma
Torres, who was recently chosen as a 1999
Robert Wood Johnson Community Health
Leader. At a time when health care issues top
our national agenda, Ms. Torres'’ tireless dedi-
cation to addressing health care inadequacies
among migrant farmworker communities is
truly exemplary.

Emma Torres was born in Mexico, the
daughter of migrant farmworkers, and worked
alongside her parents in the agricultural fields
of California and Arizona. Inspired by the
hardships of migrant life and her struggle to
obtain adequate healthcare for a husband who
later died of leukemia, she developed an inter-
est in improving health services for migrant
workers. A young widow and mother living in
poverty, she managed to complete her edu-
cation and began to serve her community as
a community health worker.

For more than ten years, Ms. Torres has
worked in various aspects of health promotion
and has become an effective advocate for mi-
grant farmworkers. She has provided instru-
mental leadership in strengthening the role of
uncredentialed yet competent community
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workers to fill health care gaps in medically
neglected communities. These lay health
workers, recruited from within the communities
they serve, are uniquely able to provide infor-
mation in a family-oriented and culturally com-
petent manner. Ms. Torres has successfully
utilized such workers in initiating and imple-
menting a cancer prevention program and a
regional Migrant Network System which em-
phasizes pre-natal care and teenage preg-
nancy prevention. In 1994, having developed
a reputation as a leader in her field, Ms.
Torres was appointed by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to serve on the
National Council on Migrant Health.

Most recently, Ms. Torres has taken on the
leadership of Puentes de Amistad, a commu-
nity-based substance abuse prevention initia-
tive in Yuma County, Arizona. The program
reaches out to local communities composed in
large part of agricultural workers engaged in
seasonal employment. Ms. Torres works with
eight staff members and 29 “promotores,” lay
health workers, going into the fields and peo-
ples’ homes to educate them about substance
abuse, pesticide poisoning, HIV/AIDS and TB,
often working with entire families to resolve
problems. She and her staff address the
issues of mobility, poverty, and language bar-
riers that for too long have hindered health
care access in this region of the country.

It comes as no surprise that Ms. Torres was
among the ten outstanding individuals award-
ed a grant this year from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation's Community Health
Leadership Program. She has shown tremen-
dous leadership in addressing some of the
most difficult facets of health care outreach
and is making a difference in the quality of life
of many southwestern Arizonans. It is my
hope that through this well-deserved national
recognition, Ms. Torres’ work will become
known to many and serve as an example of
how we can begin to address some of our na-
tion’s most pressing problems by recognizing,
supporting and following the lead of creative
and committed individuals within our commu-
nities.

INCLUDE AMERICANS ABROAD IN
CENSUS 2000, H. CON. RES. 129

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 9, 1999

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am today intro-
ducing H. Con. Res. 129, which | would like to
have inserted and printed in the RECORD at
the end of my statement.

H. Con. Res. 129, expresses support for the
inclusion in Census 2000 of all Americans re-
siding abroad. | will be joined in this effort by
Senator SPENCER ABRAHAM who will be intro-
ducing the Senate companion resolution.

This resolution will direct the U.S. Census
Bureau to include all American citizens resid-
ing overseas in Census 2000, not just feder-
ally-affiliated Americans; and expresses the in-
tention of Congress to approve legislation au-
thorizing and appropriating the funds nec-
essary to carry out this directive.

As chairman of the International Relations
Committee and as a long time member of the
former Post Office and Civil Service Com-
mittee | have had numerous opportunities to
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