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NOT VOTING—3
Biden Crapo Gregg
The amendment (No. 611) was re-

jected.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote, and I move to lay
that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

——

GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this
morning’s headline says it all: ‘“House
GOP Backs NRA’s Gun Show Bill.”

Many of us in the Senate worry that
the good work done in this Chamber
will be undone in the House. It is hard
to believe that the House leadership is
deaf to the pleas of the families who
want Washington to quit playing
patty-cake with the gun lobby and pass
a real bill that closes the gun show
loophole.

The measure we passed in the Senate
was modest—far too modest for many
people’s taste. But we said, let us limit
it so it does not hurt the legitimate
gun owner but at the same time will
close loopholes that allow Kkids and
criminals to get guns.

Now in the House, because the NRA
is actually in the back room, pen in
hand, drafting legislation, we fear that
that legislation will be a sham. Any-
thing less than an airtight Brady back-
ground check at gun shows is a sham.
Redefining what a gun show is and
making many gun shows exempt from
the law, in effect, to not allow the FBI
to make background checks in the
time they need so that criminals can-
not get guns, is all happening right
now in the House.

The only thing I can say to my
former colleagues in the House, still
my friends, is this: You will not get
away with it. When some in this Cham-
ber tried to change the rules, to make
it seem as if they were doing some-
thing, but winking at the NRA, they
were thwarted. The same thing will
happen in the House.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

There has been a sea change in the
views of the American people. Do the
American people want to repeal the
second amendment or confiscate hunt-
ing rifles? No way. But do they believe
modest measures that will move us
along and prevent kids and criminals
from getting guns are in order, no mat-
ter what the NRA says? You bet.

I urge the House leadership to come
clean, to step forward, to pass the same
legislation we passed in the Senate on
gun shows without any loopholes, and
allow the families in Littleton and the
American people to breathe one large
sigh of relief that we finally have
begun to make progress in preventing
kids and criminals from getting guns.

I yield the floor and thank my col-
leagues.

———

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
June 8, 1999, the Federal debt stood at

$5,607,697,460,814.09 (Five trillion, six
hundred seven billion, five hundred
ninety-seven million, four hundred

sixty thousand, eight hundred fourteen
dollars and nine cents).

One year ago, June 8, 1998, the federal
debt stood at $5,495,352,000,000 (Five
trillion, four hundred ninety-five bil-
lion, three hundred fifty-two million).

Five years ago, June 8, 1994, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,605,626,000,000
(Four trillion, six hundred five billion,
six hundred twenty-six million).

Ten years ago, June 8, 1989, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,787,738,000,000 (Two
trillion, seven hundred eighty-seven
billion, seven hundred thirty-eight mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, June 8, 1984, the
federal debt stood at $1,519,266,000,000
(One trillion, five hundred nineteen bil-
lion, two hundred sixty-six million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $4 trillion—$4,088,331,460,814.09
(Four trillion, eighty-eight billion,
three hundred thirty-one million, eight
hundred fourteen dollars and nine
cents) during the past 15 years.

———

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2000

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, the De-
partment of Defense appropriations bill
passed this chamber with my support.
It is no small feat that a bill encom-
passing the size and gravity such as our
national security can be addressed and
passed through the U.S. Senate within
the span of two days, with few amend-
ments and little rancorous debate. The
lion’s share of the credit for this ac-
complishment goes to the managers of
the bill, the Chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee, Senator STE-
VENS, and the Ranking Member, Sen-
ator INOUYE. Through their efforts,
they have again done the work which is
the first priority of our government:
the defense of American independence,
lives, and security around the world.

When programs have been consist-
ently successful, it is easy to forget
that national security and national de-
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fense are not a given in the political
equation. But, national security
doesn’t just ‘“‘happen.’”” We achieve our
national security and defense goals be-
cause of the men and women honorably
serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.
That security and defense is also
achieved because Congress passes laws
which authorize Defense programs and
appropriate the funds to pay for them.
Our contribution to the debate on
these bills and our vote on these bills is
an essential contribution to our na-
tion’s defense. It is our role in govern-
ment’s most solemn responsibility.

Given the importance of this respon-
sibility, then, I am encouraged that in
this bill as well as in the Defense Au-
thorization, the Senate has responded
to the increased strain on our military
caused by today’s heightened operation
tempo. Kosovo adds another require-
ment to a long list of regions in which
U.S. deployment or U.S. commitment
is stretching our military forces and
supporting intelligence resources to
their limit. I have often argued on this
floor for allocating our defense and in-
telligence resources on the basis of
threat priorities, and applying the
greatest effort to the most dangerous
threat. In the same vein, we should
avoid overcommitment to places or sit-
uations which do not present a direct
threat to American independence,
lives, or livelihoods. For example, I
think it is a mistake to tie up a signifi-
cant percentage of our Army and Ma-
rine combat power in Yugoslav peace-
keeping operations long term, and I
hope our European allies will take our
places there before very long. But
wherever those forces are, they must
be ready and fully manned, like the air
elements of the Air Force, Navy, and
Marines who performed so brilliantly
over Yugoslavia these last seven
weeks. The Defense Appropriations bill
supports them.

I would now like to take a few min-
utes to highlight some of the vitally
important work that is being accom-
plished within this appropriations bill.
These are provisions which illustrate
that we are on the right track in pro-
viding for our military and for pro-
viding security for people back home in
Nebraska, across the United States,
and indeed, throughout the world.

The backbone of the United States
Armed Forces is the men and women
who choose to serve their country in
our military. From the lowest grade
enlisted soldier to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, I salute those who serve out of
love for their country. Earlier this
year, I was proud to support S. 4, the
Soldiers’, Sailors’, Airmen’s, and Ma-
rines Bill of Rights Act of 1999, which
began to address the problems of pay
levels, recruitment, and retention fac-
ing our military today. S. 4 was a good
beginning, most markedly by increas-
ing base pay by 4.8 percent. The appro-
priations bill is consistent with that 4.8
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