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Wisconsin well as she promoted Wis-
consin’s agriculture in California, Ari-
zona, Minnesota and even Japan. She
generated millions of dollars in unpaid
advertising for hard working Wisconsin
farmers. I congratulate her on her
achievements and her hard work and
wish the new Alice good luck in her
year serving Wisconsin agriculture.

I am proud to honor this great Amer-
ican tradition—proud to honor the
dairy producers not only in Wisconsin,
but also those across this great na-
tion.e

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 327 CELE-
BRATES 25 YEARS OF SERVICE

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize the 54 participants of Girl
Scout Troop 327 from Wayne County,
Michigan, as they celebrate 25 years of
continuous service at the Mackinac Is-
land Scout Camp.

Based in Grosse Pointe, the Troop re-
cruits girls from Livonia, Dearborn,
and the entire east side of Detroit. This
combined group from the Michigan
Metro Girl Scout Council will be trav-
eling to Mackinac Island on Thursday,
June 24, 1999 to celebrate their 25th An-
niversary of service to the Island.

While on the Island, the Girl Scouts
will continue their commitment to be
better citizens through community
service and goodwill deeds. In coopera-
tion with the Mackinac Island State
Park Commission, they plan to greet
visitors in various public buildings,
give directions to tourists, paint dilapi-
dated park benches, and clean up heav-
ily traveled park trails. The beauty of
the Island will undoubtedly be pre-
served because of the Girl Scouts’ serv-
ice and dedication.

Past experiences have enabled Troop
327 to gain a wealth of information
about the world around them. As mem-
bers of Governor Engler’s Honor Guard,
the girls have been responsible for rais-
ing 26 United States flags over the
country’s National Cemeteries, Post
Cemetery, and another at the Gov-
ernor’s summer residence. Through
their experiences, the Girl Scouts have
become more mature while gaining val-
uable life and human relations skills.

BEarning the ‘“Gold Award” and ‘Sil-
ver Award’”’ for their active participa-
tion in community service, members of
the Troop continue to exemplify their
self-professed national motto: ‘‘Girl
Scouting: where girls grow strong.”

As individuals, communities and
businesses strive to make positive im-
pacts on the world, our younger com-
munity sets an example for every gen-
eration to follow. I urge my colleagues
to join me in praising these girls for
their continued efforts. The service
provided by Girl Scout Troop 327 has
left a mark on their lives, and in future
weeks their service will positively af-
fect those who visit Mackinac Island
from around the world.e
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EXPRESSING RESPECT AND GRAT-
ITUDE TO THE ARMED FORCES
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, with a
deep sense of humility, I believe the
Senate should close its proceedings
today by paying our profound and deep-
est respect to the men and women of
the Armed Forces of the United States
of America and their comrades in arms
from 18 other nations, NATO, for hav-
ing taken an enormous risk in per-
forming with a degree of excellence
that by any standard can be judged by
all who understand military operations
as in keeping with the finest traditions
of our military and the military of
other nations of the world.

Their actions to bring about what ap-
pears to be a cessation of hostilities,
certainly in the air, at this time re-
ceives our profound gratitude and our
prayers for their safety.

I, moments ago, spoke with the Sec-
retary of Defense to pass on to our old
colleague from the Senate a ‘‘well
done.” I had the opportunity, as did
many here in the Senate, to work with
him on a regular basis throughout this
crisis period in Kosovo, and I commend
him for maintaining a very strong
hand on this situation, particularly at
times when it became very difficult.

We have discussed the command from
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
chiefs of services, down through the
CINCs, to the privates, whether they be
in the air, on the sea, on the land.
Again, they performed their job with
great professional skill and dedication.
It was not an easy job, because there
was a good deal of uncertainty, and
that uncertainty still remains as to ex-
actly how this mission was carried out
and whether it could have been done
differently. But nevertheless, some
3,000-plus sorties were flown by the
men and women in the aircraft of eight
nations, supported by ground personnel
at bases throughout that region, 17
bases alone in Italy.

I had the privilege last week, as a
matter of fact a week ago today I was
in Albania with General Jackson, who
will be heading the ARRC force and
who broke the news of the agreement
between the military side with the rep-
resentatives from Yugoslavia, General
Clark and Admiral Ellis. I wish to say
to these commanders that, again, it
was their leadership which instilled a
sense of confidence and conviction in
their subordinates that this job had to
be done, that we had to stay the
course, and the professionalism we
have witnessed now in the air oper-
ation.

I was asked momentarily, does this
represent a victory or how would you
characterize it? I simply said to the
press early today, and to my colleagues
I say now, it is far too early to try to
make those judgments. The Senate
Armed Services Committee, which I
am privileged to chair, will hold a se-
ries of hearings on what went right and
what went wrong and what, most par-
ticularly, will be the strategy of our
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forces for the future if faced with an-
other situation of the seriousness and
the complexity of this one in Kosovo.

I visited this region last September.
As I stood there in Albania and Mac-
edonia and observed the terrain, which
is identical in many ways to that in
Kosovo, I thought back to the refugees
at that time huddling in the hills. I
said on the floor of the Senate there
would be a need then, as there is now,
for a ground military force to stabilize
the situation, stabilize it so while the
ground forces of NATO will go in, even-
tually other nongovernmental organi-
zations from all over the world will
come to help these people who were
tragically driven from their homes and
villages by a very brutal military force
under the direction of President
Milosevic, a man who has conducted
himself with complete disregard of all
international law and human rights.

Again, I return to the troops. While
the air operation, hopefully, will be se-
cured, if not already, within hours, we
have remaining before us the challenge
on the ground, and the ground forces
will now take up their professional re-
sponsibilities. May the hand of God
rest upon their shoulders, because they
will be faced with land mines and
booby traps, all types of uncertainty.
They will have to perform tasks not
unlike those of a mayor of a village, to
the extremes of how to deal with this
hidden weaponry and a tragic situation
of returning people to a devastated
homeland.

The KLA will present challenges. In
some instances, they fought with great
courage. But now they must reconcile
themselves to the fact that this inter-
national force, indeed NATO and the
United Nations, must resolve the situa-
tion in a peaceable manner.

So while victory cannot be pro-
nounced now, not until the ground
forces go in and perform their chal-
lenging tasks, I say clearly that NATO
has taken another major, significant
step in the international community
toward reaching its five basic goals.
Those goals have been stated on this
floor and in the press many times.

I salute all. In my discussions with
Secretary Cohen, we made reference to
the President. The President is Com-
mander in Chief. The words that Sec-
retary Cohen used—and I have a great
respect for Bill Cohen, having served
with him here some 18 years in the
Senate—were that the President was
steady. He stayed steady at every turn
in these events, stayed focused and
gave it his attention. In every way, I
think the comments of the Secretary
of Defense were very respectful. Clear-
ly, in the minds of all of us, we have to
credit the President with holding to-
gether the 19 nations.

It was essential that that coalition
under the NATO charter remain to-
gether throughout this first phase—
that is, the air phase—and now they
must remain together throughout an
equally difficult and challenging phase,
that of securing the ground.
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