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culture and have become widely recog-
nized by the mainstream. The auto-
mobile industry has developed battery-
operated and electric motor vehicles,
and there are 39 African-Americans
that have been elected to serve as
Members of the United States House of
Representatives.

Even with all of these changes, albeit
positive, it is still good to know that
some things do remain the same. New
Psalmist remains a key cornerstone of
spiritual leadership to my home dis-
trict of Baltimore and to the Nation, as
well as a source of inspirational out-
reach and education.

Pastor Thomas, associate ministers,
officers and members have carried on a
legacy of selfless dedication and com-
mitment to the greater Baltimore com-
munity. Not only are souls being saved,
but lives are being revitalized and up-
lifted. Members are educating Balti-
more’s youth, assisting in getting peo-
ple to work, and ensuring that citizens
are getting appropriate health care. In
other words, the church is helping real
people with real-life issues.

Walking in faith and working to-
gether for good, New Psalmist has pro-
vided leadership and strength to fami-
lies, men, women and children, search-
ing for a church home. Personally, Pas-
tor Thomas and the members have had
a profound impact and have been a con-
stant source of strength in my life and
that of my family’s, and it is good to
have my minister and my church to
call upon in good and tough times.

So it is today that I applaud New
Psalmist on its continued spiritual tra-
dition and congratulate Pastor Walter
Scott Thomas and my church family
on its 100th anniversary.
f

MANAGED CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, at first
it was campaign finance reform, then it
was gun safety and school violence;
now it is health care reform where we
see an unfortunate recurring pattern
taking place by our Republican leader-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, on issue after issue, the
leadership uses its power to stomp out
any real discussion on the House floor.
Once again, those of us who care about
patients’ rights have no alternative, no
alternative but to sign a discharge pe-
tition to force a discussion on managed
care reform, because, my colleagues,
serious proposals for meaningful health
care reform have been rejected by the
Republican leadership.

Why? I am not sure, but it certainly
looks like they are trying to protect
the profits of the managed care indus-
try. And that is protecting managed
care industry’s profits over the protec-
tion of all of our constituents, every
single Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the people we work
for.

While they claim reform would actu-
ally allow the Federal Government to
interfere with the doctor-patient rela-
tionship, our families are left unpro-
tected.

Democrats in Congress have been
waiting 2 years to pass a Patients’ Bill
of Rights, because we are ready. We are
ready to improve Americans’ access to
health care. On the other hand, the
leadership in this Congress has taken
their sham bill from last year, broken
it into eight pieces, eight pieces that
they want to sell this year as health
care reform.

Well, we have to be clear about this.
There is no real change in their piece-
meal approach. Their same refusal to
protect doctors and patients from the
insult of an insurance clerk’s ability to
dictate medical treatment procedures
remains. The American Medical Asso-
ciation, in fact, says that their pack-
age falls short of the mark; says it does
not solve any of the problems our doc-
tors and patients have.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, to put doc-
tors and patients back in charge of our
health care system. There must be en-
forceable rights to make consumer pro-
tections real for all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, we know that many
States have passed legislation making
a patchwork of protections. This patch-
work does not provide a good fix. This
fix does not work for over 160 million
Americans who need a real effort to fix
the problems of managed care.

While there are many top-notch man-
aged care organizations, many in my
own district; I represent Sonoma and
Marin Counties in California, just
north of the Golden Gate Bridge; in
other areas, there are too many horror
stories that we hear across this coun-
try. Doctors tell us horror stories
about how they are gagged by insur-
ance companies, companies that dic-
tate what they can tell their patients,
what they can tell their patients about
their patients’ treatment options. They
tell us that a patient’s treatment deci-
sions are often overruled by a clerk,
and that patients are denied a special-
ist’s care, and that patients are shut-
tled out of hospitals before full recov-
ery.

Americans are demanding, they are
demanding that this Congress take ac-
tion and that we do it now. But in-
stead, the Republican leadership has
provided legislation that does not en-
sure that patients have the right to see
a specialist, nor do they prevent insur-
ance companies from continuing to
send women who have had
mastectomies home early, against the
advice of their physician.

Under the Republicans’ bill, if pa-
tients are denied care, they would not
have the right to a meaningful external
appeal.

That is why we need to debate man-
aged care reform. That is why we need
a Patients’ Bill of Rights. This legisla-
tion will make sure that doctors and
patients are free to make decisions
about the patient’s health. The Pa-

tients’ Bill of Rights will ensure that
patients can openly discuss with their
doctors their treatment options. The
Patients’ Bill of Rights will ensure
that patients receive uniform informa-
tion about their health plan, and they
will be able to go to emergency rooms
when the need arises, see a specialist,
and seek a remedy from the courts
when the claims have been unfairly de-
nied.

It is time to put doctors and patients
back in charge of our health care sys-
tem. I urge my colleagues to support a
full debate on managed care reform
and support a Patients’ Bill of Rights.
I urge the Speaker and I urge my col-
leagues to give the American people
what they want. I urge my colleagues
to work for managed care reform.
f
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THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
KHOBAR TOWERS BOMBING IN
SAUDI ARABIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MICA) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I come be-
fore the House tonight on the eve of
the third anniversary of the Khobar
Towers bombing in Saudi Arabia.

Tomorrow will mark the third anni-
versary of the Khobar Towers bombing.
Shortly before 10 p.m. on Tuesday,
June 25, 1996, a van parked outside the
Khobar Towers military complex in
Saudi Arabia exploded. The van held an
estimated 2,000 pounds of explosives
which killed 19 American servicemen
and injured approximately 500 other
people.

One of those servicemen who was
killed was U.S. Airman Brian W.
McVeigh from DeBary, Florida.

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity
to speak at Brian’s high school gradua-
tion. I had the honor to speak at the
unfortunate circumstance of his fu-
neral and memorial service, and I was
so honored to be asked to be part of
that in memory of Brian after he was
killed.

I had an opportunity on this Memo-
rial Day to join with citizens of central
Florida and the city of DeBary and
others who chipped in to create a me-
morial park for Brian McVeigh, in
memory of Brian and other U.S. serv-
icemen and women who served our
country and lost their lives. The par-
ents of Brian were there; Jim and
Sandy Wetmore, Brian McVeigh’s par-
ents.

But a park is not satisfactory. It is a
nice memorial, but what I think we all
demand on the eve of this horrible an-
niversary is justice. The investigation
of this terrorist attack has included
countless closed-door top secret brief-
ings of government officials in which I
have participated, and we still do not
have answers.

Regardless of those closed-door brief-
ings and discussions held to date, there
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