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consideration, 2 hours on first-degree 
amendments, 2 hours on second-degree 
amendments. I don’t know how I could 
be any fairer. That, too, was rejected. 

So I have tried repeatedly to make 
this happen. Add to that that this is a 
charade. This is a farce. This is not for 
real. So not only are the farmers being 
taken advantage of, they are being 
played with. They are being laughed at. 
Every Senator knows, men and women, 
Republican, Democrat, regardless of re-
gion, no amendment that is added from 
the Patients’ Bill of Rights to the agri-
culture appropriations bill will ever see 
the light of day. It will be sheared like 
wool from a sheep before it gets to the 
conference just the other side of the 
Rotunda. It will not happen—not the 
Feinstein amendment, not some other 
amendment, not the Kennedy alter-
native. It will not be a part of the agri-
culture appropriations bill and 
shouldn’t be. It is still legislating on 
an appropriations bill. It is an unre-
lated, nongermane amendment that is 
being insisted on by, I think, really a 
few on the Democratic side of the aisle. 

So this is a farce, ladies and gentle-
men. We should no longer allow the 
people’s business to be shunted aside 
and delayed and obstructed and held up 
by this kind of activity. We should 
treat it for what it is. It is a charade. 
It is a farce. But it is not a happy one. 
It is a sad one. 

I encourage my colleagues today on 
both sides of the aisle, don’t be a part 
of this. We should summarily dismiss 
as frivolous these amendments that are 
being added or offered to be added to 
this agriculture appropriations bill. 
Maybe they are substantive. Maybe 
some of them have merit. But to offer 
them here, who are we kidding? No-
body, nobody in this room. I think 
most Americans know this is not a se-
rious effort. 

Can we work out a way, an agree-
ment to bring this up for a reasonable 
period of time and still get our work 
done in terms of the appropriations 
bills and other legislation that is pend-
ing, some of it in conference, some of it 
waiting to come before the Senate? The 
bankruptcy reform package is waiting 
for action. The flag burning constitu-
tional amendment has been passed by 
the House of Representatives. Yet we 
are over here tangled up in a proce-
dural activity. 

I think we should not be a part of 
that. I am going to insist that we dis-
miss it and that we move on and get 
our work done. I really hope and reach 
out to the leadership on the other side 
of the aisle and say: Let’s see if we 
can’t find a way to deal with this at an-
other time in a way that is fair to all 
sides. Let’s go on and pass these appro-
priations bills. Several of them that I 
have not even mentioned here today we 
could probably move through very 
quickly, in a limited period of time, 
with limited amendments, because 
there are just not going to be a lot of 
amendments offered, and do some of 
the other business, including the nomi-

nations that we all know should be at 
least given an opportunity to be con-
sidered. 

I just wanted to lay that marker 
down and get that word firmly planted 
in our lexicon. This procedure is a 
farce. It will not happen. 

And by the way, just to make sure I 
was on totally safe ground, it always 
behooves one to check with the appro-
priations chairman to make sure he 
agrees. He agrees. He obviously is of-
fended and upset that his bills out of 
the Appropriations Committee are 
being delayed, and he agrees we should 
not have these legislative matters, 
these extraneous matters being used to 
delay very important appropriations 
bills so that we can get our work done. 

By the way, the President is out 
there saying: Let’s work together. 
Great, let’s do. I am ready for deeds, 
not words. I want us to have Medicare 
reform, but the commission, the bipar-
tisan commission’s work was basically 
rejected. The President didn’t allow 
one of his nominees of the commission 
to vote for it. Yet we had Democrats 
and Republicans who were for it. The 
Finance Committee, I believe, is will-
ing to move forward in a constructive 
way. If he wants to work on some of 
these issues, we would certainly be 
glad to find the time to do it. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, what is 
the pending business? 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2000 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume consideration of S. 
1233. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1233) making appropriations for 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies 
programs for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Feinstein Amendment No. 737, to prohibit 

arbitrary limitation or conditions for the 
provision of services and to ensure that med-
ical decisions are not made without the best 
available evidence or information. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Feinstein amendment is the pending 
business. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1103 TO AMENDMENT NO. 737 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I send a 
second-degree amendment to the desk 
to the pending Feinstein amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LOTT] 

proposes an amendment numbered 1103 to 
amendment No. 737. 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. FEINGOLD. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. The clerk will read the 
amendment. 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with so that I 
may explain briefly what is in this 
amendment, and if the Senator from 
Wisconsin wishes, he can continue the 
objection. I will clarify it for those who 
are curious about exactly what that 
amendment is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. LOTT. Madam President, I just 

offered the Kennedy health care bill, 
the identical text of amendment No. 
703, which was offered by Senator DOR-
GAN to the agriculture appropriations 
bill. I hope that our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle will let this go 
forward so that we can take appro-
priate action. 

I wanted to explain that. If the Sen-
ator insists, the reading can continue. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. I thank the majority 
leader. I have no objection at this 
point. 

(The text of the amendment is print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Amend-
ments Submitted.’’) 

Mr. LOTT. Madam President, again, I 
did offer the Kennedy health care bill 
to the agriculture appropriations bill. 
My thinking is that rather than doing 
this piecemeal, let’s go ahead and deal 
with the overall Democrat bill dealing 
with the Patients’ Bill of Rights. In 
order to make sure it is properly con-
sidered, I will advocate cloture and I 
will, in fact, vote for cloture. I think 
that way we can deal with this issue 
straight up, not playing around with it. 

I emphasize again that this is a farce. 
I am treating it accordingly. When 
both sides really want to get serious 
about sitting down and working out a 
way to consider this bill separately as 
a legislative vehicle, I will be glad to 
do that. But it should not continue to 
tangle up the appropriations bills. I be-
lieve Senator DASCHLE and I really 
want to get some work done this week 
for the benefit of the country. I am 
convinced that he has that intent. By 
taking this action, I think we can still 
pass some appropriations bills this 
week and clear our calendar of a lot of 
nominations. 
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