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CELEBRATING THE RICH HISTORY
OF NORTHPORT, MICHIGAN

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call your attention to the small community of
Northport, a unique and rustic village on the
beautiful Leelanau Peninsula in northwestern
Lower Michigan. This richly diverse commu-
nity, which draws its heritage from Native
Americans and many other cultures, is cur-
rently celebrating its 150th birthday with a
schedule of festivities that will last more than
a month.

The celebration began on June 11 with a re-
enactment of the event that would lead to the
creation of the village, the 1849 landing of
Rev. George and Arvilla Smith, accompanied
by Chief Peter Wakazoo and more than 40
families, most of them Native American.

As local lore relates, the town experienced
a population boom in the mid-1800s after Dea-
con Joseph Dame wrote to the New York Trib-
une, extolling the benefits of the area. By
1859, according to the Sesquicentennial bro-
chure, “Northport was the largest community
in northwest Michigan, with 400 residents, two
wharfs, five general stores, three hotels, sev-
eral saloons, a sawmill and the first organized
school district in Leelanau County.”

As part of the festivities, residents and visi-
tors can take a walking tour of the community,
viewing the homes of early settlers whose
lives were intertwined with Northport's 15 dec-
ades of history. Typical of such homes is that
of the Eli Bordeaux family, which was on its
way to Frankfort, Mich., by boat in 1867 when
a storm forced them to take shelter in the
Northport Harbor. As the guide books relate,
family members liked what they saw and de-
cided to stay. Eli, a farmer, built the home,
which remains today.

This story and this home, Mr. Speaker, are
just a small part of the rich heritage of the
community represented in this walking tour.
Many other events, including an original
drama, a powwow presented by the Grand
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indi-
ans, and an ongoing exhibit of community arti-
facts in a rehabilitated civic building are just
part of the many weeks’ activities.

When communities like Northport hold such
celebrations, they certainly have in mind a
goal of promoting the event to attract visitors,
many of them perhaps visiting for the first
time. Northport's events, however, are a true
celebration for the residents themselves of a
rich and unique heritage on a peninsula
whose name means “delight of life.” The
name reflects not only the picturesque com-
munity and the surrounding area, but also the
wonderfully moderated temperatures caused
by the surrounding water. In fact, despite its
location more than halfway to the North Pole,
both tourism and fruit production are vital parts
of the area’s economy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my House col-
leagues to join me in congratulating this spe-
cial community in my district, the 1st Congres-
sional District of Michigan, and in wishing its
residents joy in their celebration and a future
that continues rich in those intangibles that
have created its wonderful quality of life.

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIE LEE
GLASS

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a truly fine American—
Mrs. Willie Lee Glass of Tyler, TX—who died
May 2, 1999. In honor of her tireless efforts in
the East Texas area, Mrs. Glass received
many awards and accolades including, the
People of Vision award and induction into the
Texas Women'’s Hall of Fame.

Mrs. Glass was born August 24, 1910, in
Nacogdoches, TX, to the late E.J. and Mary
Campbell, both  educators. She left
Nacogdoches to attend Prairie View A&M and
later received her master's degree from lowa
State. As a result of her strong family back-
ground in education, Willie returned to East
Texas to serve as a homemaking consultant
for the Texas Education Agency. She was
also an active member of the Texas College
Board of Trustees, the American Red Cross,
the University of Texas at Tyler Foundation,
and the Stephen F. Austin University Founda-
tion. She was presented numerous tributes
from the people of East Texas such as induc-
tion into the Nacogdoches Heritage Festival
Hall of Fame and recognition as a Philan-
thropy Day Awards Outstanding Volunteer
honoree.

Mrs. Glass was preceded in death by her
husband, Dr. D.R. Glass, a 30-year president
of Texas College. They were both members of
the St. Paul CME Church. Willie's passion for
education still runs deep even after her death,
as a memorial scholarship has recently been
established in her name at Texas College.

Mr. Speaker, as we adjourn today, let us do
so in honor and in respect for this truly out-
standing American—Mrs. Willie Lee Glass.

HONORING BRUNDIDGE VFW POST
7055 FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE
TO VETERANS

HON. TERRY EVERETT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
spotlight public service efforts of a veterans
organization in my Southeast Alabama con-
gressional district which | feel are truly exem-
plary.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7055 in
Brundidge, Alabama has volunteered its time,
talents and resources to construct a fitting me-
morial on the grave site of a deceased veteran
renowned in life for his generosity and self-
lessness.

When the members of VFW Post 7055
learned that the grave site of former veteran
and Presidential “Point of Light,” J.D. Wil-
liams, was largely ignored, they sprang into
action.

To honor the late veteran who before had
spent decades selflessly decorating the graves
of other veterans, VFW Post 7055 placed new
coping and chipped marble on his humble
Pike County, Alabama grave site and topped
it off with a permanent American flag pole.
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Their future plans include adding a bronze
plague to honor the memory of this remark-
able veteran who was known for decorating at
his own expense literally thousands of South-
east Alabama veteran graves with flags and
white wooden crosses

The late J.D. Williams’ selflessness earned
him national recognition some ten years ago
as one of President George Bush’s “Points of
Light.” He passed away in July of 1994 and
was buried in Union Hill Cemetery near Troy,
Alabama.

According to a recent article in The Pike
County News, “the Brundidge VFW Post has
made it a perpetual organizational project to
upgrade, beautify and maintain Mr. Williams’
grave site.”

| join the U.S. House of Representatives in
commending the membership of the
Brundidge, Alabama VFW Post 7055 for their
generosity and patriotism.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF NACOGDOCHES COUN-
TY ELECTED OFFICIALS

HON. JIM TURNER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 1999

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of three extraordinary East Tex-
ans: Robert Spencer, Dorothy Tigner and
Eddie Upshaw, all elected law officials in
Nacogdoches County which | represent as
part of Texas’ Second Congressional District.

In an age where community action and poli-
tics are often, unfortunately, viewed with an in-
different or cynical eye, it is both uplifting and
inspiring to encounter instances where public
servants, through their professional efforts in
and for the community, earn for themselves
the gratitude and high regard of their fellow
citizens. This is certainly true in the case of
these three public officials who were recently
awarded recognition by their peers and col-
leagues in the Commissioners’ Court of
Nacogdoches County.

County citizens are fortunate to have work-
ing on their behalf individuals such as Mr.
Robert Spencer, who as the first African-
American  Justice of the Peace in
Nacogdoches County, has played an integral
role in educating the community’s children on
the dangers of drug use and school truancy.
Prior to his election to this post, Mr. Spencer
also served as a Deputy Sheriff in
Nacogdoches County. His colleagues in the
community have duly recognized his valuable
work to establish and facilitate improved com-
munication between the court system and law
enforcement centers in the area.

Nacogdoches County organizations and
boards truly have a friend in Dorothy Tigner,
who was elected last year to serve as Justice
of the Peace. As such she is the first woman
to serve in this post. Prior to this, Ms. Tigner
served for 5 years as the Administrative Court
Assistant for the 145th Judicial District Court.
In what must be limited free time, Dorothy
Tigner plays an active role in the community,
serving in several public service organizations
including the Nacogdoches County Child Wel-
fare Board and the Nacogdoches County
Community Justice Counsel.

A graduate of the East Texas Police Acad-
emy, Mr. Eddie Upshaw plays an integral role
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