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Will you live in a moral world that recog-

nizes and honors clear standards of right and
wrong, or in the swamp of situational ethics?

Or will you, like every generation before
you, muddle through between these extremes
as best you can?

The temptation will be strong in your lives
to be mesmerized by the extraordinary
things that will happen in your external
world.

Most of you will live a very long time. If
the demographers and scientists are right,
many of you will live to be a 100 years old.

In the span of my life, we have gone from
Lindbergh’s solo flight across the Atlantic to
putting men on the moon. We have gone
from crude crystal radio sets to television to
the internet. We have gone from summers
filled with fear of contracting polio to the
eradication of that scourge and many other
diseases from the face of the earth.

Your generation will do a great deal more.
You may ultimately consider space travel
routine. Colonies on the moon are will with-
in your reach. And there will be much more
progress, many more practical tools, in your
time than any generation, more than can
even be imagined.

But I would urge you not to neglect the in-
ternal like—the life of the mind, the heart,
the soul—that is the ultimate standard for
measuring human progress. Each of you has
an opportunity—and, I would suggest, a re-
sponsibility—to improve our culture, expand
our knowledge, enrich our economy,
strengthen our family, care for the outcast,
comfort the afflicted, and fulfill the promise
of humanity touched with divinity.

By these measures, we find ourselves today
in some ways exactly where we were at the
beginning of this century, if not this millen-
nium. Now, as in the early 1900s, we are wor-
ried about Serbia. Now, as then, we are con-
cerned about senseless acts of violence. Now,
as with the people in the English village in
the year 1000, we are helpless against the
awesome force of nature.

Progress is inevitable, but problems, par-
ticularly problems between people—can be
stubborn, intractable things. On this wonder-
ful spring day, you will be excused for only
seeing clear blue skies and limitless possi-
bilities. As it happens, this year marks the
fiftieth anniversary of my own graduation
from the University of Tennessee, in the
State next door.

In those years, I suffered defeat and frus-
tration in generous measure before success
began to smile on me. The world in which I
lived experienced economic depression, a
world war, a Cold War, racial hatred and vio-
lence, terrorism and all manner of evils on
its way to the prosperity, peach and social
progress that embrace you today.

In my lifetime, it has often seemed as
though the devil really was let loose on the
world, and our job was to chain him up
again.

My point is this: hopeful as you are today,
as full of promise and potential and learning
and achievement as you are today, life has a
way of mocking your hopes and frustrating
your dreams. The secret to success in life is
not giving up when this happens, as it inevi-
tably will.

The great glory of the American people is
not that we have prospered without chal-
lenge, but that we have prospered through
challenge. That is your heritage, and this is
the sturdy foundation on which you stand
today.

You are promising young men and women
who have made your parents, your siblings
your friends, and even the faculty of this
great university enormously proud of you.

An extraordinary new world beckons you,
and a few ancient miseries still beg you for
relief. You are like Mr. Jefferson’s Crops of

Discovery, a small intrepid band venturing
into the unknown, as well prepared as you
can be but with no reliable map to guide you
through the undiscovered country that is the
future.

Congratulations, and may you live of suc-
cess, service, and grace.

God bless you all.
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS S. HOUGH

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize the outstanding work of Thomas S.
Hough and his son Thomas W. Hough of
Carrollton, IL for their role as longtime pillars
of their community. The father and son team
have worked together for years to create both
a prosperous present and future for Carrollton
Bank and the community it serves. When
asked about his favorite part of his job the fa-
ther stated, ‘‘The customers become your
friends, that’s one of the best things about the
business.’’

The father son team has always found time
to be involved in the community. The father
has served on the Carrollton Park Board, the
Presbyterian church in Carrollton and the
Thomas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital board,
among others. The son is also actively in-
volved with the community serving on the
board for the District 1 Foundation which pro-
vides scholarships for local students as well
as many other educational and civic groups.
The residents of Carrollton and other commu-
nities throughout Illinois look forward to their
continual dedication to community banking
and the neighborhoods they serve.
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HONORING BESHAR SAIDI ON HIS
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to offer a warm welcome home to Beshar
Saidi, an American citizen returning to the
United States after being held captive for over
a year. His story has touched people across
the country, and he has remained in the
thoughts and prayers of all those who have
had the pleasure of knowing him. I would like
to recognize Mr. Saidi for his courage in the
darkest of moments.

On June 25, 1999, Beshar Saidi finally was
released. I wish him Godspeed as he reunites
with his wife and newborn son and am thank-
ful for the happy ending to this tragic situation.
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DR. CAMILIO RICORDI AND DR.
NORMA KENYON DISCOVER A PO-
TENTIAL CURE FOR DIABETES

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
am honored to commend Dr. Camilo Ricordi

and Dr. Norma Kenyon for their exceptional
work in the field of medical research. Through
ongoing study at the University of Miami,
these two doctors have brought the medical
world one step closer to finding a cure for dia-
betes.

Dr. Ricordi and Dr. Kenyon recently re-
ported on the experiments which they have
been conducting involving anti-CD154. This
artificially made antibody has succeeded in
curing monkeys from potentially fatal cases of
diabetes. Such drugs will replace the more
harmful and less successful versions which
are presently being used. This will allow pa-
tients with the most dangerous forms of diabe-
tes to lead a normal, healthy life without de-
pending on needles and insulin.

It is only through their hard work and dedi-
cation to improving the lives of diabetics that
Dr. Ricordi and Dr. Kenyon’s have made such
strides in finding a cure to a debilitating dis-
ease. The full report is expected to be pub-
lished later this year in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

I ask that my Congressional colleagues join
me in congratulating the incredible achieve-
ment in medical research of Dr. Ricordi and
Dr. Kenyon of the University of Miami.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEDICA-
TION OF THE CARL MACKLEY
APARTMENT COMPLEX

HON. ROBERT A. BORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 1999
Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the official dedication of the Carl
Mackley Apartments. I was proud to join the
people of Philadelphia and AFL–CIO President
John J. Sweeney to christen the development.

The Carl Mackley Apartments opened in
1935 and were developed by the Philadelphia
based American Federation of Hosiery Work-
ers. The development was the first to be fund-
ed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Public
Works Administration, and was a unique ex-
ample of union-sponsored housing. Despite its
focus on providing low-rent housing, the com-
plex had many amenities, including a nursery
school, pool, bakery, candy shop, and barber
and tailor. Its design fostered a community
spirit and the residents contributed to the com-
plex and each others lives.

After two decades of neglect the complex
was suffering from decay and became a
source of blight in the neighborhood. In 1998
Canus Corp. of Manayunk and Altman Gen-
eral Corp. of Glenside took over the buildings
and did a gut renovation, completely rehabili-
tating the complex. Half of the apartments are
government subsidized and the others are re-
served for low-income families, they expect
them to be fully occupied by the end of July.

Mr. Speaker, I would especially like to rec-
ognize the exceptional work of a member of
my staff, Rosemary Farnon. As a former resi-
dent of the complex, Rosemary had a great in-
terest in its revival. Through her role as Presi-
dent of the Juniata Park Civic Association,
Rosemary worked with the developers and the
community to facilitate dialog between the two
parties. She made sure that the voices of local
residents were heard, and that they were in-
formed about the rehabilitation of the commu-
nity and the opportunities that it would offer. I
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