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sexual abuse, our work is not done with
the passage of this resolution. Words
alone will not protect children from
the monsters who prey on them.

Typically, sexual predators who vic-
timize children receive light prison
sentences in this country. On average,
a convicted child molester, that is, not
one who plea bargains down to a lesser
offense, serves less than 4 years behind
bars, and recidivism rates are quoted
as high as 70 percent. Those are just
the ones who get caught. In other
words, they get out of prison and they
prey on children again and again. The
next time, the pedophiles may end up
killing the child to make sure there is
not evidence so they can be put away
again.

In my opinion, the average sentence
is about 96 years too short. The Con-
gress took an important step in ad-
dressing this problem recently when
both the House and Senate voted with
huge bipartisan majorities for Aimee’s
Law, otherwise known as the No Sec-
ond Chances for Murderers, Rapists, or
Child Molesters Act.

My initiative would encourage States
to keep child molesters and other seri-
ous criminals behind bars for longer
sentences, which would prevent lit-
erally thousands each year of 100 per-
cent preventable offenses, either child
sexual assaults or other crimes that
occur each year by those who are let
out of prison for committing exactly
the same crime.

Before I close, I would like to thank
the distinguished majority whip, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY),
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GOODLING), the chairman of the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce, for their assistance in mov-
ing House Concurrent Resolution 107
forward.

I also would like to thank the gentle-
men from Pennsylvania, Mr. PITTS and
Mr. WELDON, for all of their work on
the resolution.

Finally, the Family Research Council
should be commended for their efforts
to educate Members of Congress about
how the public release of the Meta-
Analytic study is an assault on chil-
dren.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
make a strong congressional statement
in opposition to efforts to normalize
child sexual abuse, and vote in favor of
House Concurrent Resolution 107.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I join those who rise to
condemn child sexual abuse. Too many
of our children fall prey to sexual
abuse, often by those whom they know
and too often by those whom they
trust.

Statistics show that 90 percent of all
sexual abuse cases go unreported, and
worse, unpunished. Nevertheless, child
sexual abuse can have devastating con-
sequences on a victim’s future employ-
ment, health, and familial relation-
ships.

We need to continue to reach out as
a Nation and as a society to ensure
that our children are free from abuse
and neglect. This involves a three-
pronged approach of education, preven-
tion, and treatment.

We need to continue our educational
efforts with young children to teach
them what is and what is not appro-
priate behavior by adults. We need to
continue prevention efforts aimed at
reducing the likelihood that our chil-
dren will find themselves in inappro-
priate situations that can lead to
abuse.

We also need to provide treatment
for those who have been the victims of
abuse so they can recover and lead suc-
cessful, productive lives.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I join those
who have and will rise to condemn
child sexual abuse. Child sexual abuse
not only has devastating consequences
for its victims, but also for all of soci-
ety. It is important to remember that
no amount of legal or professional leg-
erdemain can detract from the inher-
ent evil caused by child sexual abuse.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the American Psychological As-
sociation for clarifying its position on
pedophilia. Without question, sexual abuse of
minors is child abuse. Child abuse is a plague
on this country that cannot be overlooked or
obscured by pseudo-scientific doubletalk.

In these times—with so much talk about vic-
timization and harassment—it amazes me that
there is any confusion regarding the patently
perverse nature of sexual abuse of children.
There simply can be no equivocation about
the obvious emotional devastation that is
caused when adults have sexual relations with
children.

Sexual activity between an adult and a child
is always abusive and always criminal in all
cases—period.

The fact that this obvious reality has been
clouded recently is an indictment of the liberal
secularization of the culture. Too many of us
today worship the self and the moment with
no regard for future consequences.

Well, our children are our future and both
should be safeguarded. The days ahead will
be dark indeed if our society turns a blind eye
to abuse of innocent ones.

There can be no compromises in the war
against child abuse. We must all be eternally
vigilant in this most important cause.

Every so often, trendy social theories and
politically-motivated psychological hypotheses
creep into the mainstream. At first, such ideas
go unchallenged because they seem too crazy
to be taken seriously. But after awhile, the mo-
mentum shifts against common sense.

Bad ideas have bad consequences and the
damage to society must always be combated
in every field.

The American Psychological Association
made a mistake by publishing a study that
used pseudo-scientific jargon to advise that
sexual relations between adults and children
are not always abusive.

Such a study by such a prestigious institu-
tion gives credibility and potential legal de-
fenses to pedophiliac sickos.

After the controversy was exposed, the APA
admitted its error in publishing the report and
underscored its position that pedophilia is

harmful criminal behavior and that all sexual
abuse of children should be exposed.

Mr. Speaker, organizations, like people,
make mistakes. The test of integrity is the abil-
ity to admit a mistake and correct it. The
American Psychological Association has
shown great courage in doing just this. In the
battle against child abuse, the APA is fighting
on the right side.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SALMON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 107, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
107, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.
f

URGING THE RELEASE OF THREE
PRISONERS IN YUGOSLAVIA

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 144)
urging the United States Government
and the United Nations to undertake
urgent and strenuous efforts to secure
the release of Branko Jelen, Steve
Pratt, and Peter Wallace, 3 humani-
tarian workers employed in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia by CARE
International, who are being unjustly
held as prisoners by the Government of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 144

Whereas Branko Jelen, Steve Pratt, and
Peter Wallace are 3 humanitarian workers
employed in the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia by CARE International, the relief and
development organization, providing food,
medicines, and fuel to more than 50,000 Ser-
bian refugees in Serbia and to displaced eth-
nic Albanians in Kosovo;

Whereas Steve Pratt and Peter Wallace, 2
Australian nationals, were detained on
March 31, 1999, and later accused of operating
and managing a spy ring and being employed
by a spy ring, and Branko Jelen, a citizen of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, was ar-
rested 1 week later on the same charges;

Whereas on March 30, 1999, CARE Inter-
national received a letter of commendation
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