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There was no objection.

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN THE EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2031, TWEN-
TY-FIRST AMENDMENT EN-
FORCEMENT ACT

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that in the en-
grossment of the bill, H.R. 2031, the
Clerk be authorized to make technical
corrections and conforming changes to
the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

DISAPPROVAL OF NORMAL TRADE
RELATIONS TREATMENT TO
PRODUCTS OF VIETNAM

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the previous order of the House, |
call up the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
58) disapproving the extension of the
waiver authority contained in section
402(c) of the Trade Act of 1974 with re-
spect to Vietnam, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of House Joint Resolution 58
is as follows:

H.J. RES. 58

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress does not
approve the extension of the authority con-
tained in section 402(c) of the Trade Act of
1974 recommended by the President to Con-
gress on June 3, 1999, with respect to Viet-
nam.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Friday,
July 30, 1999, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. CRANE) and a Member in sup-
port of the joint resolution each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. CRANE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on House
Joint Resolution 58.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent to yield one-half of my
time to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. RANGEL) in opposition to the joint
resolution and that he be permitted to
yield further blocks of time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lllinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition to
H.J. Res. 58 and in support of Viet-
nam’s Jackson-Vanik waiver.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Over the past decade, the United
States has taken gradual steps to nor-
malize our bilateral regulations with
Vietnam. This process has borne tan-
gible results on the full range of issues
in our bilateral agenda, including in-
creased accounting of our missing in
action, increased trade and investment
opportunities for U.S. firms and work-
ers, and substantial progress toward
resolution of the remaining emigration
cases.

Last week, the administration
reached a bilateral trade agreement in
principle with the Vietnamese that will
serve as the basis for a reciprocal ex-
tension of normal trade relations once
it is finalized and approved by Con-
gress.

The agreement in principle contains
provisions on market access in goods,
trade, and services, intellectual prop-
erty protection, and investment, which
are necessary for U.S. firms to compete
in the Vietnamese market, the 12th
most populous in the world.

The Vietnamese pledge to lift import
quotas and bans, reduce key tariffs,
protect intellectual property rights,
ensure transparency in rules and regu-
lations, and ease restrictions on finan-
cial services, telecommunications, and
distribution.

Because Vietnam and the United
States have not yet finalized and ap-
proved a bilateral agreement, the ef-
fects of the Jackson-Vanik waiver at
this time is quite limited.

The waiver enables U.S. exporters
doing business with Vietnam to have
access to U.S. trade financing pro-
grams, provided that Vietnam meets
the relevant program criteria.

The significance of Vietnam’s waiver
is that it permits us to stay engaged
with the Vietnamese and to pursue fur-
ther reforms. Vietnam is not an easy
place to do business; however, our en-
gagement enables us to influence the
pace and direction of Vietnamese re-
form.

I will insert in the RECORD a letter |
received for more than 150 U.S. compa-
nies and trade associations supporting
Vietnam’s Jackson-Vanik waivers, an
important step in the ability of the
U.S. business community to compete in
the Vietnamese market.

Terminating Vietnam’s waiver will
give Vietnam an excuse to halt further
reforms.

Do not take away our ability to pres-
sure the Vietnamese for progress on
issues of Iimportance to the United
States.

I urge a “‘no’” vote on H.J. Res. 58.

Mr. Speaker, the letter | referred to
is as follows:

JuLY 23, 1999.
Hon. PHILIP CRANE,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE CRANE: As members
of the American business and agricultural
community, we strongly support action to
normalize trade relations with Vietnam. Re-
newal of the Jackson-Vanik waiver is a key
step in this direction. We strongly oppose
H.J. Res. 58, which would overturn the waiv-

August 3, 1999

er. Renewal of the Jackson-Vanik waiver
will ensure that U.S. companies and farmers
selling to Vietnam will maintain access to
critical U.S. export promotion programs,
such as those of the U.S. Export-lmport
Bank, the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration, and agricultural credit programs.

Furthermore, overturning the Jackson-
Vanik waiver could derail current bilateral
trade negotiations at a critical time. The
talks, which have been ongoing for three
years, could be successfully completed in a
matter of a few weeks. The U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative is seeking commitments from
Vietnam on market access for goods, agricul-
tural products, services and investment, and
the protection of intellectual property
rights. The final agreement will thus bring
Vietnamese law closer to international
norms, thereby helping U.S. companies and
farmers to tap the long-term potential of
Vietnam, the second most populous country
in Southeast Asia. The American business
and agricultural community will work hard
for congressional approval of a trade agree-
ment that provides meaningful access to
Vietnam’s markets.

The American business and agricultural
community believes that a policy of eco-
nomic normalization with Vietnam is in our
national interest. We urge you to support
the renewal of the Jackson-Vanik waiver as
an important step in this process. We also
stand ready to work with Congress toward
passage of a trade agreement that opens Vi-
etnamese markets to U.S. goods, agricul-
tural products, services and investment.

Sincerely,

ABB; Ablondi, Foster, Sobin, Davidow;
ACE International; AEA International SOS;
Aetna International, Inc.; AgriSource Co.
Ltd.; American Apparel Manufactures Asso-
ciation; American Chamber of Commerce in
Australia; American Chamber of Commerce
in Guangdong, China; American Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong; American Chamber
of Commerce in Korea; American Chamber of
Commerce in the Philippines; American
Chamber of Commerce Vietnam; American
Council of Life Insurance; American Elec-
tronics Association; American Express Com-
pany; American Farm Bureau Federation;
American International Group, Inc.; Amer-
ican-Vietamese Management Consortium,
Inc.; Amstan Sanitaryware, Inc., ARCO; Ar-
thur Anderson Vietnam; Asia-Pacific Council
of American Chamber of Commerce; Associ-
ated General Contractors of America; Asso-
ciation for Manufacturing Technology;
ATKearney; Banker and McKenzie, Vietnam;
BBDO Advertising Agency; Bechtel; Black
and Veatch; Bridgecreek Group; Brown &
Root; California Chamber of Commerce;
Caltex; Camp Dresser & McKee Inter-
national, Inc.

Cargill; Caterpillar, Inc., Centrifugal Cast-
ing Machine Co., Inc.; Chamber of Commerce
of the Princeton Area; Checkpoint Systems,

Asia Pacific; Chevron Corporation; Chil-
licothe-Ross Chamber of Commerce
Citigroup; Coalition for Employment

through Exports, Inc.; Commerce Advisory
Partners; Condor Consulting; Connell Broth-
ers Company, Ltd.; Coudert Brothers, Viet-
nam; Craft Corporation; Crown Worldwide
Ltd.; DAI-Asia; Deacons Graham & James;
Delco Chamber of Commerce; Delta Equip-
ment and Construction Company; Direct
Selling Association; Eastman Kodak Co.;
East-West Trade and Investment, Inc.; Elec-
tronic Industries Alliance; Eli Lilly (Asia)
Inc.; Ellicott International; Emergency Com-
mittee for American Trade; Environmental-
Services Inc.; ERM Hong Kong Ltd.; Exact
Software; Fashion Garments Ltd.; FDX Cor-
poration; Fertilizer Institute; Firmenich
Inc.; Foster Wheeler Corporation; Freehill
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