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detailed investigation of the sale of
Iranian arms to Bosnia. Ambassador
Holbrooke was involved in a complex,
highly sensitive matter and he dis-
charged his duties with profes-
sionalism.

In undertaking the complex negotia-
tions on Bosnia, Ambassador
Holbrooke again performed a great
service for the United States. His last
minute negotiations with Yugoslavia’s
President Milosevic, while unsuccess-
ful, showed his unique talents which
will be put to good use for our national
interest in his new capacity as U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations.

Mr. LIEBERMAN addressed the
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Connecticut is
recognized.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. I thank the Chair.
I believe the Senator from Virginia
yielded a couple minutes to me earlier.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I yield
2 minutes to the Senator from Con-
necticut, and also to Senator HAGEL,
who has been very helpful in this nomi-
nation. At the conclusion of his re-
marks, the vote will occur.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
first thank those who have finally
brought the nomination of Richard
Holbrooke to the floor of the Senate,
particularly the senior Senator from
North Carolina and the senior Senator
from Virginia, Mr. WARNER, who have
done yeoman’s work here in the na-
tional interest.

Secondly, I wanted to say this about
the nominee himself, who I have been
privileged to come to know. In my
opinion, Richard Holbrooke is one of
America’s great natural resources. Cer-
tainly, he is one of our great diplo-
matic resources. He has had a career
that has been described in detail here
that puts him at the top ranks of those
who have served America in the inter-
national arena. He is a person of prin-
ciple, purpose, intellect, and enormous
energy and talent. He combines the
sense of American purpose, which, inci-
dentally, is reflected in his work on be-
half of the policy of the United States,
representing the Commander in Chief
of the United States in regard to the
Balkans, about which my friend from
Texas has just spoken. He combines
that sense of American principle and
the continuing vitality of America’s
morality in the world with extraor-
dinary, tough-minded, practical, and
interpersonal diplomatic skills.

We are fortunate to have a person of
this talent willing to serve our Nation.
I am confident that he will advance our
national security and principled inter-
ests in the United Nations. I am proud
to support the nomination.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
Mr. HAGEL addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska is recognized.
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to

strongly support the nomination of
Richard Holbrooke to be this country’s
Ambassador to the U.N. I was thinking

the other day when we were engaged in
the Foreign Relation Committee’s
fourth hearing on Mr. Holbrooke —four
hearings on Mr. Holbrooke. We looked
rather closely and thoroughly at his
policies, his background, his profes-
sional and personal life. He did not
come up short in all of those areas. But
I was thinking, I don’t know if there
has been an individual who has been
more probed and investigated for this
very important position than Mr.
Holbrooke.

I have believed for a long time that
the President of the United States de-
serves his team. As he nominates his
team for the Senate to pass judgment
on, give advice and consent, as con-
stitutionally is our responsibility, if
that individual possesses the high
moral quality and qualifications, and
the high professional standings, quali-
fications, and experience, then the
President needs his team.

I echo much of what has been said
this morning about how important it is
that we get our Representative of the
United Nations. Now, we have dif-
ferences of opinion in philosophy and
policy, and I appreciate that. Every
Senator has his or her own position, as
it should be. But I will say this as my
last comment about Mr. Holbrooke. I
hope and I believe he will make every
effort to bring some bipartisanship to
foreign policy. It seems to me that we
have allowed bipartisanship in foreign
policy and national security affairs to
erode and come undone to the point
where it is dangerous.

I believe both sides are responsible. I
think the President hasn’t reached out
enough, and I think we in the Congress
have made foreign policy and national
security affairs a more brittle, raw po-
litical dynamic. If we don’t come back
together, as bipartisanship needs to be
sewn back together in these very im-
portant issues for the future of our
country and stability of the world, we
will pay a high price. I hope that Mr.
Holbrooke will lead that effort.

I yield the floor.
Mr. WARNER. I thank the distin-

guished Senator. He has been very
helpful throughout the nominating
process.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
having expired, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Richard Holbrooke, of
New York, to be the Representative of
the United States of America to the
United Nations with the rank and sta-
tus of Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, and the Representa-
tive of the United States of America in
the Security Council of the United Na-
tions, and the nomination of Richard
Holbrooke, of New York, to be a Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America to the Sessions of the General
Assembly of the United Nations during
his tenure of service as Representative
of the United States of America to the
United Nations, en bloc.

The yeas and nays have been ordered,
and the clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), and
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
HELMS) are necessarily absent.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) is
necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU), would vote ‘‘aye.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 81,
nays 16, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 259 Ex.]
YEAS—81

Abraham
Akaka
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee
Cleland
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Coverdell
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan

Durbin
Edwards
Feingold
Feinstein
Fitzgerald
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Grams
Grassley
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Hollings
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Lugar

McCain
McConnell
Mikulski
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Reed
Reid
Robb
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Schumer
Shelby
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Voinovich
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

NAYS—16

Allard
Bunning
Craig
Enzi
Gramm
Gregg

Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Kyl
Lott
Mack

Nickles
Roberts
Sessions
Smith (NH)

NOT VOTING—3

Crapo Helms Landrieu

The nominations, en bloc, were con-
firmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to reconsider is laid upon the
table. The President will be imme-
diately notified.
f

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will now resume legislative session.
f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2000—Resumed
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the pending business.
The legislative assistant read as fol-

lows:
A bill (H.R. 2466) making appropriations

for the Department of the Interior and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes.

Pending:
Gorton Amendment No. 1359, of a technical

nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished majority leader is recog-
nized.
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