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30th anniversary of her service to ADA. What
keeps her going is her idealism and dedication
to the basic principle that government has a
positive role to play in promoting individual lib-
erty and economic justice.
f

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF HOLLY LANE

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Ms. Holly Lane’s selection to be the
1999 Miss Tennessee American Preteen. The
13-year-old Algood resident will represent the
state in national competition in Orlando, Flor-
ida, in November.

Holly, the daughter of Bobby and Sarah
Lane, is a talented eighth-grade student at
Avery Trace Middle School in Cookeville
where she is a member of the cheerleading
squad, the girl’s golf team and the TV staff.
She is also a very active member of the 4–H
Club where she has competed in and won
many public-speaking contests.

I congratulate Holly for her many accom-
plishments and wish her the best of luck when
she travels to Orlando in November. Holly is
an exceptional young lady who will represent
the state well in the upcoming national con-
test.
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OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing the Biomass Research and
Development Act of 1999, a bill intended to
expand research and development programs
in the use of biomass—crop residues and
other organic sources—in the production of
energy, fuels, and other products.

I am pleased that the gentleman from New
York, Mr. BOEHLERT, and the gentleman from
Minnesota, Mr. MINGE, are joining me as origi-
nal cosponsors of this bill.

By coordinating research efforts and pro-
viding research grants to promote biomass
conversion techniques, this bill will accelerate
our efforts to explore and develop these tech-
nologies and integrate existing biomass R&D
efforts.

‘‘Biomass’’ encompasses plants, trimmings,
and other wastes that can be used to make
energy. Increased biomass use has the poten-
tial to provide economic, national energy secu-
rity, environmental and public health benefits,
reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, cutting
greenhouse gas emissions, and creating jobs.
Some estimates suggest that if the U.S. were
to triple its use of bioenergy and biobased
products in the next decade (currently only 3
percent of our energy sources come from bio-
mass), we would generate as much as $20
billion a year in new income for farmers and
rural communities.

As awareness of these potential benefits
has increased, there is growing agreement on

the need for cross-cutting and integrated ap-
proaches in our efforts to foster the develop-
ment of the U.S. biomass industry. My bill
would help lower the cost of research and de-
velopment for this industry, encourage the
evaluation of new energy crops, and accel-
erate the development of advanced biomass
technologies to produce a variety of energy-re-
lated products and reduce our reliance on fos-
sil fuels.

Specifically, the bill would: set up an inte-
grated program of R&D activities related to the
conversion of biomass into biobased products;
authorize funding for research to evaluate the
potential energy, economic, environmental,
and social impacts of biobased production
systems; authorize an interagency board to
promote closer coordination and cooperation
among federal agencies’ research and devel-
opment programs and other activities related
to biobased products; authorize the creation of
an advisory committee to provide input to fed-
eral biomass research and development pro-
grams from non-governmental groups with ex-
pertise and interest in biomass utilization; au-
thorize additional federal resources for com-
petitively-awarded grants, contracts, and other
financial assistance—preferably to consortia—
for research, development, and demonstration
with respect to biobased products.

Biomass resources are an important domes-
tic and renewable source of energy. This bill
would boost efforts to utilize them to their full
potential, ensuring a clean, sustainable, and
secure energy supply for our nation’s future. I
look forward to working with the bill’s cospon-
sors and other Members of the House to
move forward with this important initiative.
f

IN HONOR OF THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor and congratulate the Henry J. Morgan
Post 451, American Legion of Rocky River,
Ohio on its 65th charter anniversary. The Post
will mark its anniversary with a dinner on Sep-
tember 11, 1999. I am honored to have been
asked to attend and participate in this event.

The Post traces its roots back to September
11, 1934 when the organization became offi-
cially chartered. The following year the Post
joined efforts with the Alcorn Camp of United
Spanish War Veterans and launched a pro-
gram to decorate the graves of veterans with
flowers and flags. Delegates from the Post
continued this tradition of cooperation among
veterans associations by forming a Joint Vet-
erans Council for the City of Lakewood and its
vicinity in 1936.

During WWII, the Post was active in pro-
moting a flag program and displaying flags
throughout the community. Members showed
their continuing patriotism by serving as Auxil-
iary Police, Boy Scout leaders and organizing
the Rocky River High School Cadet Drill
Corps. Following the war, activities were held
in conjunction with other veterans organiza-
tions to benefit the Marine Hospital. In addi-
tion, recreational activities such as legion
baseball and bowling teams were coordinated
for veterans.

Currently the Post has 300 members and
continues to grow and attract new members
through its active participation in community
projects. Post 451 has always placed greater
emphasis on community service, especially in
the areas of youth and veterans. The group
currently works with local school systems on
flag education, the Americanism test, and the
Legion Oratorial Contest. In addition, the post
sponsors high school students to attend Boys
State in Columbus, Ohio, where they learn
about government.

The organization supports the academic
achievement of local students and is in its 5th
year of sponsoring a $10,000 scholarship pro-
gram for Rocky River High School, awarding
the top 100 students with a $100 scholarship.
The Legion is also active in the Gifts for
Yanks program, which provides Christmas
gifts to patients in veterans hospitals.

Mr. Speaker, I salute the members of the
Rocky River Post No. 451 for bravely serving
their country and continuing to serve their
community.
f
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate
the 35th anniversary of the Wilderness Act
today, I think it is equally fitting to honor the
centennial birth of Sigurd Olson—one of
America’s true modern conservationists and a
man who called Minnesota his home.

Sig’s long list of outstanding accomplish-
ments include advising former Senator Hum-
phrey and Wilderness Society Executive Di-
rector Howard Zahniser on the introduction of
the first Wilderness Bill in 1956, serving on the
Department of Interior’s Advisory Board on
National Parks, Historical Sites, Buildings and
Monuments, and receiving national acclaim as
writer and environmentalist. In addition, he re-
ceived numerous awards and honors from the
Wilderness Society, the Sierra Club, and the
Izaak Walton League. Although he became in-
volved in many conservation issues nationally,
his true love lay in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCA), and his tire-
less efforts to protect its natural beauty and
true wilderness character. It was through his
efforts to halt the use of float planes and se-
cure appropriations for the Forest Service to
purchase resorts and in-holdings within the
BWCA that brought him to the forefront of a
burgeoning national conservation scene in
1947.

Sig was a true environmentalist and realized
the importance that wild areas hold for all of
us, both physically and spiritually. His ideals
and attitudes are increasingly becoming a rare
quality in the political world. Although there
are those of us who strive to adhere to these
ideals, it takes a majority in Congress to im-
plement them. It is time that we set aside this
political partisanship and listen to those who
elected us—the American people, 88% of
which feel that many of our country’s special
places may be lost forever unless they are
protected.

Congress must revive the tradition of pro-
tecting America’s wild places. We need to look
back at forgotten ideals and move forward
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