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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF

MS. ETHEL ROBERSON

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I submit
the following for the RECORD.

Whereas, the Almighty God has called to
her eternal rest, Ms. Ethel Roberson, and

Whereas, Ms. Ethel Roberson, for many
years was an active resident of the Austin
Community and openly participated in civic,
community and political affairs; and

Whereas, Ms. Roberson was mild man-
nered, easy to interact with and did not
often raise her voice, she was nevertheless,
strong, effective and not to be taken lightly.
Large urban inner city communities are
often difficult places to live and have been
difficult to save and maintain.

The Austin Community on the Westside of
Chicago has been such an area; but today, it
is strong, vibrant, struggling, fighting back
and holding on because of people like Ms.
Roberson.

Ethel, you have been a role model and your
quiet spirit and determination shall continue
to live on. We love, respect, bless and revere
you.

f

WEST VIRGINIA’S NATIVE
AMERICAN HERITAGE

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, West Virginia is
not normally known for its Native American
population, but former West Virginia State
Senator Robert K. Holliday recently wrote a
highly informative commentary on this matter
in the July 19, 1999, edition of the Fayette
Tribune. His article focuses in particular on the
local Algonquin families in Fayette County and
I submit it to be reprinted in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

[From the Fayette Tribune, July 19, 1999]
FAYETTE COUNTY INDIANS KEEPING HERITAGE

ALIVE

(Robert K. Holliday)
About eight Indian tribes (families) are

formally organized in West Virginia, and one
such family lineage is found in Fayette
County. The familial group here was given a
certificate officially on May 13, 1997, and was
given a certificate of incorporation by Ken
Hechler, secretary of state, under the name
of Algonquin People.

Each of the family tribes in the state seek
to bring about an understanding of Indian
culture to the world. They undertake to por-
tray the American Indian lore, musical and
narrative, to form a record of the songs and
legends of their race. Surely, such civiliza-
tion of the native American tradition is of
great value to the history of human race as
well as the history of America.

National and state history books are so
wrong to show only the brutal side of war
when the Indians look out with reference
upon the world of nature, and at all times
invocationally to the hours of his or her
birth and death, as being sacrosanct. They
tell of their life in reverences and in symbol
and ceremony. Their art is not the extrava-
gance of daily living but it took centuries to
evolve.

As in Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, the
Indians always have had but one God. The
Hindus may profess one God that is supreme
but the sects have 350 million other gods. It
is time that the forces of hate in America re-
alize that all the religions and races have
codes of high, decent morality.

Let’s look a little more closely at the local
Algonquin families, headed by a national
chief, Stanley Miller of Beckwith, and Cindy
Petty, sub-chief, of Oak Hill. In the Fayette-
based organization three members come
from Ohio, seven from Kentucky, six from
North Carolina and eight from Nevada.
About 465 are from West Virginia. They have
been gathering together about every two
months at the Fayette 4–H Camp, Beckwith.

Chief Miller reveals and contends that the
Algonquins were here when Moses lived, the
Egyptians were building the ancient pyra-
mids and the New River was formed before
the Nile River, thus substantiating that in
itself exposes another reason why the New
River was recognized by U.S. Senator Byrd
and others as a national river or even could
be established as something greater.

Algonquins believe in one God as the cre-
ator of the world, in spirit of their other
spiritual angels. They pinpoint good and
evil. They feel the U.S. government should
do more for the Indians at their reservations,
and more importantly in education and pro-
moting their traditional culture.

The Algonquins love America and its Con-
stitution. They do want the government to
bring together men and women of all reli-
gions and races and strive to end hatred in
our blessed land. They deplore the calling of
Indians red men or their wives ‘‘squaws.’’

To be a member of the local families’ tribe,
a person may have as little as 1⁄16 Indian
blood. Some of the tribe colonies are the
Shawnee, Fox, Delaware, Sauk, Kickapoo,
Miami, Cherokee, Mingo, Mohegan, Seneca
and others may be adopted as well.

Even in Fayette I am compelled to know
that the Indians were here a long, long time
ago. With Gov. W.W. Barron and other ar-
chaeologists we went to the mouth of Arm-
strong Creek in 1963 where it was let out that
perhaps about 35,000 B.C.E. that aboriginal
people were buried there. It was the site of
an Indian village of old. We even bored down
into the graves to examine the remains and
discover other findings. Around the shoul-
ders on the mountain of Armstrong, much
now destroyed by surface mining, are more
aptly pointed to as Indian works but most
often called ‘‘mystery walls’’ that have run a
few miles.

It was of course not the white man that
was here first. The date of man’s arrival in
America is open to discussion, though ar-
chaeological evidence from sites suggests
many dates before and after 14,000 years ago.
Homo sapiens sapiens (fully modern man)
were the first to inhabit the Americas during
the latter part of the Ice Age. Our real fore-
fathers came over the Bering land bridge
that was then formed by ice, and they mi-
grated from Siberia to this land.

In Shawnee: Kechtalinnie.

f

ENSURING EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR VETERANS

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you

today to speak in favor of equal employment
opportunities for our veterans.

Today, we are in a time of economic growth
that our nation has not seen in more than thir-

ty years. With each day that passes, our citi-
zens are reaping the benefits of this growth,
but our economic recovery has not benefitted
everyone equally. Most Americans agree that
every human being has basic rights, including
the rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. The key to having these basic rights is
economic opportunity. This includes the oppor-
tunity to have a good job that pays a livable
wage.

Equal employment opportunity is when an
employer treats its job applicants without re-
gard to their race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, disability, sexual orientation or veteran
status.

If economic opportunity is the key to ensur-
ing life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,
how do we ensure economic opportunity re-
gardless of veteran status?

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of
Federal Contract Compliance Programs, the
California Department of Veterans Affairs and
the Employment Development Department,
along with many other local and state agen-
cies, are committed to ensuring that U.S. vet-
erans gain access to equal employment op-
portunities and affirmative action programs.

A symposium to discuss these opportunities
will take place today in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. The topics of this symposium will in-
clude federal requirements for employment so-
licitations, veteran preference in Federal and
State employment vs. obligations as a Federal
contractor, vocational rehabilitation and/or
state rehabilitation, and service-connected dis-
abilities vs. disabilities covered under the
Americans with Disabilities Act and the Reha-
bilitation Act.

I am confident that the outcome of the top-
ics discussed at this symposium will open eco-
nomic and employment opportunities for our
veterans like never before, so that they too
can fully participate in our nation’s economic
growth.
f

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL H. VINCENT
AND BONNIE WORKMAN FOR
THEIR SERVICE TO DELAWARE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE
OF DELAWARE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to honor and pay
tribute to two outstanding dedicated and car-
ing Delawareans—Mike Vincent, President of
the Delaware Volunteer Firemen’s Association
(DVFA) and Bonnie Workman, President of
the Ladies Auxiliary of the DVFA. On behalf of
the citizens of the First State, I would like to
honor these two fine individuals for their tire-
less efforts at the DVFA and the Ladies Auxil-
iary of the DVFA.

Family, friends, volunteer firemen, and
members of the Ladies Auxiliary of the DVFA
can now take a moment to truly appreciate the
hard work and dedication of these fine individ-
uals during their many years of service. This
type of dedication is rare among individuals,
and I am happy to rise and commend them for
it.

Delaware fire companies are comprised of
outstanding, caring and dedicated men and
women who unselfishly, day-after-day, year-
after-year give their time and talents to help
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prevent fires, to battle fires, and to provide
emergency medical services for our citizens.
In 1999, President Vincent served on the Gov-
ernor’s EMS Improvement Committee and
helped pass legislation to facilitate better EMS
services for all Delawareans. In addition,
President Vincent worked tirelessly for funds
to improve training for first response to trage-
dies caused by weapons of mass destruction.
Due to the leadership and commitment of
President Vincent and President Workman,
Delaware Fire and Emergency services have
continued to be a strong and vital part of our
community today.

I salute Mike and Bonnie for their truly ex-
emplary record of public and community serv-
ice and most importantly for their dedication to
the cause of DVFA and the Ladies Auxiliary of
the DVFA. Bonnie’s efforts to raise funds for
the DVFA scholarships have helped countless
students reach their academic goals. Finally,
Mike’s success in raising the volunteer fire
fighter and ladies auxiliary tax credit to $300
will reduce state income tax burdens—the
least that can be done for those who risk their
lives to protect us. Mike and Bonnie’s leader-
ship, teamwork and commitment will find a
permanent place in Delaware volunteer fire
service history.

Mr. Speaker, this week the gavel will fall
opening the DVFA and the Ladies Auxiliary of
the DVFA 1999 Conference to celebrate the
anniversaries of their leadership and service to
towns and communities throughout Delaware.
it is important that this dedicated organization
continue to be able to recruit and to retain
young men and women who are committed to
public service. As Delaware’s Representative
in Congress, I am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to extend my congratulations and best
wishes for a successful conference. The sup-
port for the DVFA and the Ladies Auxiliary of
the DVFA is strong and the tradition of service
is solid. I hope they realize how deeply their
efforts are appreciated.
f

THE TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
MARCHING BAND RECEIVES THE
NATION’S HIGHEST HONOR FOR
COLLEGIATE MARCHING BANDS

HON. LARRY COMBEST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999
Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor the Texas Tech University Marching
Band. The ‘‘Goin’ Band from Raiderland’’ has
received the Sudler Intercollegiate Marching
Band Trophy, the Nation’s highest and most
coveted award for college and university
marching bands. This award is given annually
to a college or university marching band ‘‘that
has demonstrated particular excellence over a
period of many years.’’ It is appropriate to take
a moment to acknowledge and celebrate the
accomplishments of this distinguished group.

The ‘‘Goin’ Band’’ consists of more than 400
members and is led by Mr. Keith Bearden,
who is in his 19th year as director. The band
was formed the year Texas Tech University
opened its doors to students, and this year,
the ‘‘Goin’ Band from Raiderland’’ celebrates
its 75th anniversary. The Sudler Trophy is an
honor not only for the current band members
but also for the band’s alumni in recognition of
many years of outstanding performances.

The Texas Tech marching band has re-
ceived numerous invitations to perform
throughout the world. In recent years, the
‘‘Goin’ Band’’ has performed during halftime
shows for the Dallas Cowboys, the Houston
Oilers and the Denver Broncos. In addition,
the marching band has performed at the All
American, Cotton, Copper, Sun, Alamo, and
Independence Bowls and was the lead band
at the Battle of Flowers Parade for the Fiesta
Celebration in San Antonio. The band has
even marched in the inaugural parades of
Governor Ann Richards and Governor George
W. Bush.

All marching band directors in NCAA
schools participated in the selection of the
Sudler Trophy award by completing ballots.
The ballots were then sent to a committee and
the final decision was made during the Mid-
west Band & Orchestra Clinic in Chicago last
December. The presentation of the award will
be on Saturday, September 18 in conjunction
with Alumni Band Day.

The ‘‘Goin’ Band from Raiderland’’ has dis-
played dedication and commitment to excel-
lence for many years. Through hard work and
discipline, the band has accomplished much
and is very deserving of this award. I would
like to congratulate each member and alumni
of the Texas Tech University Marching Band.
f

YOUTH FINANCIAL EDUCATION
ACT

HON. EARL POMEROY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to join my colleague Representative
DREIER in introducing the Youth Financial Edu-
cation Act. This legislation provides grants to
states to carry out youth financial education
programs in elementary and secondary
schools across the country.

Today’s dynamic global economy demands
more of our nation’s young people than ever
before. Children are making important financial
decisions even before they enter the work-
force. In order to make informed choices re-
garding personal finances, young people must
have the skills, knowledge, and experience
needed to manage their money and achieve
general financial literacy. Financial education
is critical to their ability to provide for their
families and save for retirement.

Despite the importance of youth financial
education, the average American high school
senior lacks even very basic knowledge of
personal financial affairs. A nationwide survey
conducted in 1997 by the Jump$tart Coalition
for Personal Financial Literacy examined the
knowledge of 1,509 12th graders. On average,
survey respondents answered only 57 percent
of the questions correctly, and only 5 percent
of the respondents received a ‘‘C’’ grade or
better. It should come as no surprise, then,
that personal bankruptcies are at an all-time
high in this country, and the personal savings
rate is currently in the negative for the first
time in decades.

Mr. Speaker, our legislation would help im-
prove the financial literacy of our youth by au-
thorizing grants to states of at least $500,000
to carry out financial education programs in el-
ementary and secondary schools. The legisla-

tion does not mandate that state or local edu-
cation agencies teach personal finance; it
merely encourages them to integrate financial
education into existing courses, such as eco-
nomics or mathematics. Most importantly, the
bill provides states with the resources nec-
essary to develop teacher training and profes-
sional development activities in personal finan-
cial education.

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press my appreciation to Chairman Dreier for
his leadership in this effort. I would also like to
personally thank Dara Duguay, executive di-
rector of the Jump$tart Coalition for Personal
Financial Literacy, for her organization’s crit-
ical role in the introduction of this legislation.
I look forward to working with Jump$tart and
its partners, as well as other member of the
education and banking communities, as this
legislation moves forward.

Mr. Speaker, all young adults should have
the educational tools necessary to make in-
formed financial decisions. This legislation will
go a long way towards preparing our young
people for their financial future, and I urge my
colleagues to support it.
f

OPPOSING DELAY IN TAX
BENEFITS TO WORKING POOR

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
recently a trial balloon involving a delay in
earned income tax credit refunds has been
floated by the majority party. The balloon
needs to be popped immediately so we can
move on to more serious solutions.

The earned income tax credit is designed to
provide a refund of payroll taxes to the work-
ing poor, thereby giving an income supple-
ment as well as an extra work incentive.
Under current law, most individuals receive an
earned income credit in the form of a refund
in May after they file their income taxes. The
Republican proposal would single these re-
funds out to be paid over a 12-month period.
This would result in a $7 billion saving for this
fiscal year because about 25 percent of the
total refund would be pushed into the next fis-
cal year. This $7 billion would then be used,
reportedly, to offset spending in the Labor-
HHS Appropriations Bill.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think it is fair for Re-
publicans to deny working families a tax re-
fund to pay for a shortfall of funds in an Ap-
propriations Bill. I think there are better ways
to find the money than to take refunds away
from those who need them the most.

It is not the fault of the working poor that
Republicans put together an unrealistic budget
resolution this spring, and are now desperate
to find some way to implement it. But to lash
out against those who need their tax refund
the most is unconscionable. We should stick
this idea where it belongs, in the trash can,
and start to implement a bipartisan budget that
will win broad support in the House.

I would also note that given this time in the
filing system, it is by no means clear that the
changes necessary to delay earned income
credit refunds for the working poor can be ac-
complished without significantly slowing down
refunds for all other Americans. The current
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