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But I think the most difficult situa-

tion for us to consider now is that we
have to start somewhere. If, rather, the
option is that we kill this bill, then we
might not have any legislation at all. I
think that would be a terrible situa-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to respect-
fully ask my colleagues to support this
bill, given the reservations expressed in
the committee report. It does have the
support of the ranking member, the
gentleman from California (Mr. MIL-
LER), and other members of this com-
mittee. I would like to urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
1431 reauthorizes the Coastal Barrier Re-
sources Act for five years and corrects map-
ping errors in three units of the System.

The Coastal Barrier Resources System pro-
hibits Federal development assistance on un-
developed coastal barriers and it is a sound
natural resource management policy. The Act
does not prohibit private development on pri-
vate lands. However, it requires the land-
owner, not the Federal Government, to shoul-
der the burden of cost and assume the risks
when developing dynamic barrier islands.

Regrettably, the Federal Government has
been known to make mistakes from time to
time. This is the case with the System units
that are addressed in H.R. 1431. Three other-
wise protected areas—one in Florida, one in
Delaware, and one in North Carolina—were
mapped incorrectly when these units were cre-
ated in 1990. At the time these otherwise pro-
tected areas were delineated, the Fish and
Wildlife Service incorrectly included private
lands that were not held for conservation pur-
poses into the otherwise protected areas, in
direct contradiction to the intent of the Act.
This mistake effectively cut off Federal flood
insurance for many existing homes. Similarly,
the 1990 maps did not include all of the public
lands that should have been included in the
otherwise protected areas. H.R. 1431 makes
changes to the maps to reflect the true bound-
aries of the underlying conservation areas,
and it results in a net addition of more than
2,000 acres for the System.

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, which will correct mapping errors that
have adversely affected several private land-
owners for nearly a decade.

H.R. 1431 is a good bill and I urge an aye
vote.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CAL-
VERT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 1431, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, on

that I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1431, the bill just debated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.
f

DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF
AGRICULTURE TO CONVEY CER-
TAIN NATIONAL FOREST LANDS
TO ELKO COUNTY, NEVADA

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1231) to direct the Secretary
of Agriculture to convey certain Na-
tional Forest lands to Elko County,
Nevada, for continued use as a ceme-
tery, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1231

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF NATIONAL FOREST

LANDS TO ELKO COUNTY, NEVADA,
FOR USE AS CEMETERY.

(a) REQUIREMENT TO CONVEY.—The Secretary
of Agriculture shall convey, without consider-
ation, to Elko County, Nevada, all right, title,
and interest of the United States in and to the
real property described in subsection (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The property referred to in

subsection (a) consists of (A) a parcel of Na-
tional Forest lands (including any improvements
thereon) in Elko County, Nevada, known as
Jarbidge Cemetery, consisting of approximately
2 acres within the following described lands:
NE1⁄4 SW1⁄4 NW1⁄4, S. 9 T. 46 N, R. 58 E.,
MDB&M, which shall be used as a cemetery;
and (B) the existing bridge over the Jarbidge
River that provides access to that parcel, and
the road from the bridge to the parcel as de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Elko County Road
and Bridge Conveyance’ dated July 27, 1999.

(2) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal de-
scription of the property to be conveyed under
subsection (a) shall be determined by a survey
satisfactory to the Secretary. As a condition of
any conveyance under this section, the Sec-
retary shall require that the cost of the survey
shall be borne by the County.

(c) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The
Secretary may require such additional terms
and conditions with respect to the conveyance
under subsection (a) as the Secretary considers
appropriate to protect the interests of the United
States, except that the Secretary may not retain
for the United States any reversionary interest
in property conveyed under this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD) and the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD).

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS)
to talk about the bill.

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania for
yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask my col-
leagues to support the bill, H.R. 1231.

This bill will convey two small acres of
land, of Forest Service land to Elko,
Nevada for the permanent and contin-
ued use as a cemetery.

The cemetery is located in Jarbidge,
Nevada, a small rural community in
Elko County. Known historically for
its contribution to Nevada’s mining in-
dustry, this community is surrounded
by National Forest Service lands and
the Jarbidge Wilderness Area.

Within this vast public land is a
small cemetery under the administra-
tion of the Forest Service where gen-
eration after generation of residents of
this historic mining community have
been laid to rest. The earliest tomb-
stones, Mr. Speaker, are dated in the
very early 1900s, and some members of
the Jarbidge community claim this
land was used as a cemetery long be-
fore it was designated as Forest Serv-
ice land.

Since 1915, the Jarbidge Cemetery
has been operated under a permit to
Elko County by a special use author-
ization, which runs periodically for 10
and occasionally 20 years. In an effort
to remove the uncertainty about the
continued existence of this cemetery
and to resolve the operational respon-
sibilities, the residents of Jarbidge
have long expressed an interest in hav-
ing the cemetery conveyed to the coun-
ty so they might have a permanent and
private cemetery. This is why I intro-
duced H.R. 1231.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
understand that the residents are ask-
ing for conveyance of this land because
they, and I would agree, and I think it
is reasonable, feel that it is not right
to pay for the graves of Nevada’s par-
ents and grandparents. Many of those
buried at Jarbidge are miners and their
families, and in fact are the founders of
the small Elko County community.

Given the hundreds of thousands of
acres administered by the Forest Serv-
ice in this region and their oversight of
the Jarbidge wilderness area, the con-
veyance of two acres for the purpose of
allowing the residents to privately own
the resting place of their relatives
seems to be both rational and fair,
keeping in mind, of course, that we are
talking about a cemetery, the final
resting place for people, the Nevadans
and their loved ones.

Furthermore, I believe that it is our
government’s civic duty, the duty to do
what is right on behalf of the American
people and our constituents, to convey
without cost these two small acres. I
am sure if we took a national poll, the
vast majority of people, if not all
Americans, would agree that the con-
veyance of these two acres free of
charge would be in the best public in-
terest of any good use of our public
land.

Therefore, I would like to ask all my
colleagues to support this common-
sense and fair legislation.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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