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Father Andrew Greeley, the sociologist,
has found that “‘relationships related to reli-
gion’ are clearly the major forces mobilizing
volunteers in America. We're talking here
about mentors for children, volunteers in
homeless programs, those who give comfort
at shelters for battered women. Are all these
good volunteers just seeking strength in
numbers?

While you were making money wrestling,
Mother Teresa was devoting her life to the
poor of Calcutta. Maybe you think she would
have been better off in the ring with Disco
Inferno.

I don’t want to get too personal, but I
truly want to know what you’re trying to
tell us. The nuns who taught me in grade
school and the Benedictine monks who
taught me in high school devoted the whole
of their lives to helping young people learn.
Was their dedication to others a sign of
weakness? The parish | grew up in was full of
parents—my own included—whose religious
faith motivated them to build a strong com-
munity that nurtured us Kkids. | guess you’re
telling me those parents | respected were
only seeking strength in numbers.

Somewhere around 100 million Americans
attend religious services in any given week.
Sociologists agree we are one of the most re-
ligiously observant countries in the world,
especially compared to other wealthy na-
tions. Are we a weak-minded country?

In explaining your comments afterward,
you said: “This is Playboy; they want you to
be provocative.” Does that mean you would
have said something different to the editors
of, say, Christianity Today?

And, Governor, one last question: Are you
tough-minded enough to understand the
meaning of the words: ‘““Your act is wearing
thin?”’

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ART FROM THE HEART

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, |
thought | would use this time, before
we go forward in the Senate with some
additional votes, to speak on two mat-
ters. I am actually waiting for a few
visuals, or pictures, | want to show re-
garding what | am going to say.

First of all, let me thank a pretty
amazing group of young people from
my State of Minnesota for coming all
the way here to Washington, DC. These
are high school students, and they have
brought, if you will, art that is from
the heart. It is an art display that will
be on exhibit in the rotunda of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building.

This month of October is an aware-
ness of domestic violence month. Peo-
ple in the country should understand,
if they don’t already, that about every
13 seconds, a woman is battered in her
home—about every 13 seconds.

A home should be a safe place for
women and children. What these stu-
dents have done is—and | first saw
their display at the Harriet Tubman
Center back home in Minnesota—they
have presented some art that, as | say,
is really from the heart. This artwork,
in the most powerful way, deals with
the devastating impact of violence in
homes, not only on women and adults
but on children as well.
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Quite often, we have debates out here
on the floor of the Senate about the
negative impact of television violence,
or violence in movies, on children. The
fact is that for too many children—
maybe as many as 5 million children in
our country—they don’t need to turn
on the TV or go to a movie to see the
violence; they see the violence in their
homes.

We will have this really marvelous
display of art by these students from
Minnesota, and it will be in the Russell
rotunda on display this week. Tonight,
for other Senators, at 6:30, there will be
a reception for these students. They
should be honored for their fine work.

Mr. President, | commend Mr.
Dionne. His words speak eloquently to
the emotions and feelings of many of
us. Again, | respect the Governor of
Minnesota in expressing his views, but
we certainly have an obligation to ex-
press ours. E.J. Dionne has expressed
them well with this Member of the
Senate.

|1 yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The

DISSIDENTS DISAPPEARING IN
BELARUS

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, the
government of Belarus has systemati-
cally intimidated and punished mem-
bers of opposition political groups for
several years now. Ordinary citizens—
some as young as fifteen—have been
beaten, arrested, and charged with ab-
surd criminal offenses all because they
dared to speak out against the Presi-
dent of Belarus, Alex Lukashenko, and
his crushing of basic human rights and
civil liberties there.

Recently, however, events have
grown worse. Four dissidents, closely
watched by the government’s omni-
present security police have vanished.
The government says it has no clues as
to why. Up until now, the President
only beat and jailed his opponents. The
President now appears to be behind a
series of disappearances by key opposi-
tion figures since April, as reported in
the New York Times. Last week, the
State Department said that it was
greatly concerned about the pattern of
disappearances and urged the govern-
ment of Belarus to find and protect
those who had vanished. The disappear-
ances coincide with the strongest cam-
paign yet launched by Belarus’s pro-de-
mocracy movement to press the gov-
ernment for reforms.

The first person to disappear was the
former chairwoman of the Central
Bank (Tamara Vinnikova). She pub-
licly supported the former prime min-
ister, an opposition candidate, and was
being held on trumped up charges
under house arrest with an armed
guard at the time she vanished. That
she was held under house arrest, guard-
ed at all times by live-in KGB agents,
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her telephone calls and visitors strictly
screened, strongly suggests that her
disappearance was orchestrated by the
authorities.

In May, Yuri Zakharenka, a former
interior minister and an opposition ac-
tivist, disappeared as he was walking
home. He was last seen bundled into a
car by a group of unidentified men. His
wife said for two weeks prior to his ab-
duction, he had complained of being
tailed by two cars.

At the height of protests in July, an-
other opposition leader, speaker of the
illegally disbanded parliament, fled to
Lithuania, saying that he feared for his
life.

Then two weeks ago, Victor Gonchar,
a leading political dissident, and his
friend, a publisher, vanished on an
evening outing, even though Mr.
Gonchar was under constant surveil-
lance by the security police. Gonchar’s
wife reportedly contacted city law en-
forcement agencies, local hospitals and
morgues without result. The govern-
ment maintains that it has no informa-
tion on his whereabouts. Mr. Gonchar
has been instrumental in selecting an
opposition delegation to OSCE-medi-
ated talks with the government, and
was scheduled to meet with the U.S.
ambassador to Belarus on September
20. Earlier this year, police violently
assaulted and arrested him on charges
of holding an illegal meeting in a pri-
vate cafe, for which he served ten days
in jail.

Before President Lukashenko came
to office in 1994, one could see improve-
ments in the human rights situation in
Belarus. Independent newspapers
emerged, and ordinary citizens started
openly expressing their views and
ideas, opened associations and began to
organize. The parliament became a
forum for debate among parties with
differing political agendas. The judici-
ary also began to operate more inde-
pendently.

After Mr. Lukashenko was elected
president, he extended his term and re-
placed the elected Parliament with his
own hand-picked legislators in a ref-
erendum in 1996, universally con-
demned as rigged. Since then, he has
held fast to his goal of strengthening
his dictatorship. He has ruthlessly
sought to control and subordinate most
aspects of public life, both in govern-
ment and in society, cracking down on
the media, political parties and grass
roots movements. Under the new con-
stitution, he overwhelming dominates
other branches of government, includ-
ing the parliament and judiciary.

The first president of democratic
Belarus, Stanislav Shushkevich, and
now in the opposition, said recently
that the government is resorting to
state terrorism by abducting and si-
lencing dissidents. He said, ‘“the regime
has gone along the path of eliminating
the leaders against whom it can’t open
even an artificial case. This is done
with the goal of strengthening the dic-
tatorship.”

I am deeply concerned that com-
ments by senior government officials
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