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But there are other living creatures

who assist us in our law enforcement
endeavors, and they are the dogs and
the horses who work with our law en-
forcement personnel to sniff out drugs,
to apprehend the bad guys who are flee-
ing the scene, and to otherwise keep
order in our society.

Mr. Speaker, I spoke this morning at
a high school in Wallington, New Jer-
sey, and among the many other things
we talked about, I told them I was
coming today to work with the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) and
my other colleagues to pass this Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Animal Protec-
tion Act to protect those dogs and Fed-
eral police dogs and horses who are in-
tentionally injured or killed by crimi-
nals. And they said, gee, is that not a
law already? And I said, well, no, it is
not. It is the law in several States in
the United States, but it has never
been the law of the land, the Federal
law.

So I thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. WELLER) and others for bring-
ing this matter to our attention, allow-
ing us to work to put this matter fi-
nally to rest, to protect those brave po-
lice animals who do so much for our so-
ciety.

Mr. Speaker, it is not just the cost of
the animals, which is significant in a
tight budget; there are tight budgets of
the Federal level, State, county and
local, and we know that there is a sig-
nificant investment of thousands of
dollars in the purchase and the train-
ing of police dogs and police horses. It
is also the time and the energy of the
humans who have to train them, care
for them, and oversee their well-being,
as well as lead them in the course of
their daily work.

But beyond the mere costs, we can
also, I think, recognize that these are
the lives of animals. And so while this
is a bill for law enforcement, to give
law enforcement the tools, protect
their resources that these animals cer-
tainly are, it is also to recognize that
these are living creatures that we want
to protect, not just like a desk or a
chair that a criminal would destroy to
flee a crime or to obstruct a pursuit of
law enforcement men and women who
are following him or her, but these are
police animals who we want to protect
as well.

So this law would give the discretion
to a judge to impose a fine of up to
$1,000 and the discretion to impose
some kind of jail time if the animal
was disabled or died, and that that was
the intention of the perpetrator, to in-
jure or disable or kill the animal. The
offender would be subject to a fine not
in excess of $1,000 and will be impris-
oned for up to 10 years in the discretion
of the judge.

Again, this is a law that was a long
time in coming, and certainly very nec-
essary. We live in a very dangerous,
hostile world with lots of problems fac-
ing the United States of America. We
have lots of problems here at home,
and we need to deal with them as well.

Last week was the Patient’s Bill of
Rights, and now the Federal Law En-
forcement Animal Protection Act.
Hopefully, we will get together in a bi-
partisan fashion to do who knows,
maybe even to pass a budget.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support H.R.
1791, and I thank my colleagues for
their support as well, and I urge the en-
tire House to do the same.

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 1791, the Federal Law En-
forcement Animal Protection Act. This is a
good bill because it enables us to convict
criminals for harming police animals. As part
of their job, police animals risk their lives side-
by-side with their human partners in law en-
forcement. These animals patrol our national
parks, our national borders, our airports, and
even our United States Capitol is guarded by
30 K–9 units.

Police officers depend on these animals to
do their job and therefore, it is critical that we
protect them. The U.S. Border Patrol uses 164
K–9 Teams, which in 1998 alone detected
over 4 tons of cocaine, 150 tons of marijuana
and over $2 million in drug money. Unfortu-
nately, last year 8 K–9 dogs were killed and
many more sustained injuries from attacks
while on the job. Mr. WELLER’s bill would ap-
propriately penalize this misconduct.

Under current Federal law, Federal K–9s
and horses are only protected by the U.S.
statutes that govern destruction of government
property. Current law places fines of up to
$1,000 if the act is under $1,000 with the op-
tion of jail for up to 1 year. If the damage ex-
ceeds $1,000, then the fine would be in ex-
cess of $1,000 with the option of jail for up to
10 years.

The Federal Law Enforcement Animal Pro-
tection Act makes it a Federal crime to willfully
harm any police animal, or to attempt to con-
spire to do so. This would include simple as-
saults, bites, kicks, punches, and plots to in-
jure animals. The penalty would be a fine up
to $1,000 and mandatory jail for up to 1 year.
The bill also recognizes the important law en-
forcement function these animals perform, the
cost of training to the government, and the
bond between handler and animal.

Twenty-seven States have passed similar
legislation. The bill passed the Judiciary Com-
mittee by voice vote with 25 bipartisan co-
sponsors. I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting Mr. WELLER’s bill.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MCCOLLUM) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1791, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

WILLIAM H. AVERY POST OFFICE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2591) to designate the United

States Post Office located at 713 Elm
Street in Wakefield, Kansas, as the
‘‘William H. Avery Post Office.’’

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2591

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States Post Office located at
713 Elm Street in Wakefield, Kansas, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘William H.
Avery Post Office’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the post office referred to in
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the ‘‘William H. Avery Post Office’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCHUGH).

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us, H.R.
2591, was introduced by our colleague,
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) and is sponsored by each Mem-
ber of the House delegation from the
great State of Kansas, which is pursu-
ant to a long-standing policy of the
Committee on Government Reform.
This legislation, as noted by the Clerk,
designates the United States Post Of-
fice located at 713 Elm Street in Wake-
field, Kansas as the William H. Avery
Post Office.

Mr. Speaker, I want to begin by com-
mending the gentleman from Kansas
for his leadership on this issue, for
bringing to our attention I think a
very, very laudable, worthy designa-
tion and express my appreciation as
well from the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FATTAH), the ranking mem-
ber, and all of the members of the sub-
committee and the committee and its
Chairman, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON), for processing this bill in
a very timely manner.

As to the designee, Mr. Avery was
born the son of a farmer and rancher
near Wakefield, Kansas, in 1911 and at-
tended Wakefield High School in that
town. He later graduated from the Uni-
versity of Kansas in 1934, after which
he returned home to raise crops and
livestock on his family farm. During
that time, he served on the local school
board.

Mr. Avery was elected to the State
House of Representatives and served
from 1951 to 1955. He was a Member of
the legislative council from 1953 to
1955. Mr. Avery won the Republican
nomination for the United States Con-
gress and served in this House from
1955 to 1965. In 1965, the people of Kan-
sas elected him to serve one term as
the 37th governor of Kansas. Mr. Avery
continues to this day to live in his
hometown of Wakefield, Kansas.

Mr. Speaker, it is, it seems to me, es-
pecially meaningful to honor a person
during his or her lifetime. Quite often,
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we come to this floor and designate
these facilities in honor of someone
who is no longer with us and no longer
able to be directly aware of our appre-
ciation and the honor that they are
about to receive. But in this instance,
we are naming a facility in the home-
town after a native son, a place which
is visited daily by the neighbors and
friends of that person, and naming it
after someone who is identified with
the town literally from birth. I cer-
tainly urge our colleagues to honor
Governor Avery and this very worthy
recipient.

Supporting this bill, the Congres-
sional Budget Office indicates that en-
actment of the legislation would have
no significant impact on the Federal
budget and would not directly affect
spending or receipts, and therefore pay-
as-you-go procedures would not apply.
Additionally, the legislation contains
no governmental or private sector
mandates that are defined in the un-
funded mandates reform act, and as
such, would impose no costs on State,
local, or tribal governments.

In sum, Mr. Speaker, this is a very
worthy piece of legislation, a very wor-
thy designee, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support it this afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to join with the gen-
tleman from New York in moving
today some five postal naming bills.
This is the first, and it is indeed an
honor for us to have the opportunity to
participate. It really provides to the
people of Kansas the notice that is ap-
propriate for the service of a former
Member by naming this post office, and
the majority Chairman has walked
through the tremendous public service
that Congressman Avery provided, not
just his service here in the Congress for
more than a decade, but his service as
a member of a local school board, his
graduation from Wakefield high, his
service in the State House, and then fi-
nally, his service as governor of the
State of Kansas.

I think it is appropriate that we
move this naming bill that was intro-
duced on July 2 by the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and as the minor-
ity ranking member on the Sub-
committee on Postal Service, I want to
just offer my thanks to the cooperative
working relationship that I have had
with the gentleman from New York
(Mr. MCHUGH).

And as we will see today, we have
moved through the committee a num-
ber of these bills that are important
not just to the Members who have in-
troduced them but to the memory of
those whose names these postal facili-
ties will bear, because it represents I
think the continuing hope that there
will be others from those communities
who will come and provide service, not
just here in this House, but in a variety
of roles of public service throughout
our Nation, and that it is appropriate

that the Congress recognize the
achievements and accomplishments
and the legacy of service of people like
the gentleman from Kansas, Mr. Avery,
who we honor today through this legis-
lative proposal.

So Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from New York, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume to
first respond to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania in saying that I value the
working relationship we have had, and
as he so, I think, accurately noted, the
work product of that relationship will
be shown on this floor today. It has
been both an honor and a pleasure to
work with him and the Members on his
side who have joined us in putting
aside partisan differences in attempt-
ing to rather just move legislation that
serves the people.

In this instance, as I said, we do have
the privilege of joining today in sup-
porting a bill that is very worthy and
recognizes a very worthy individual, as
well as having with us on the floor
today the gentleman who really has led
the fight to put this bill together and
to bring our attention to this very wor-
thy opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN),
the chief advocate, chief sponsor of the
legislation.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. MCHUGH) and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FATTAH) for their
work on this piece of legislation, and I
thank the chairman for yielding me
this time.

As indicated earlier, I rise to join my
colleagues in recognizing a man who
served for 20 years in public service.
William H. Avery served as governor of
our State and as Congressman for a
portion of our State from 1950 to 1960s,
and it is my honor to speak on behalf
of this legislation which names the
post office in his hometown of Wake-
field, Kansas.

Bill Avery became the 37th governor
of Kansas in 1965, but his public service
first began over a decade earlier. How-
ever, he never intended to follow a ca-
reer in politics or government service.

b 1500

When he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Kansas, the country was in the
midst of the Great Depression, so rath-
er than going on to school, he went
back to his family farm to raise crops
and livestock. He made a life with his
wife and four kids on that farm, the
same farm that his family had worked
since the Civil War.

In these early years he expanded the
farm and served on the local school
board. At the age of 39, Mr. Avery be-
came involved in politics for the first
time when construction of several big
dams in our State threatened to take
farmland of his and his neighbors out
of production. A reservoir was being
planned that would take his farm and

force relocation of nearly two-thirds of
his hometown.

Avery was encouraged to run then for
the State House of Representatives,
and he won, serving from 1951 to 1955.
Effective and well-liked by all of his
colleagues, he then went on to serve in
the United States Congress in this
House for 10 years.

As Governor, Mr. Avery was bold and
direct. He took his job in public office
very seriously. In his service, Governor
Avery worked for everything that was
important to Kansas: agriculture, rural
communities, water conservation, and
education. He was not afraid to make
effective but unpopular policy deci-
sions. Avery inherited a deficit when
he came to the Kansas State House,
and he worked to direct funds towards
schools and economic growth. He effec-
tively reformed education, and brought
new industry to our State.

After serving as Governor, he became
active in the oil and grain industries.
Avery also served in both the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Agency
for International Development.

For those who know Bill Avery, just
mentioning his name often brings out a
smile or a chuckle, and provokes a per-
sonal story about the Governor. Often
described as a big, kindhearted, jovial
fellow, Governor Avery is an extremely
colorful, personable, and funny man.

Having great appreciation for farm-
ing and being near the people he grew
up with, he returned to Wakefield when
he retired in 1980. With his love for
horses and agriculture, Avery bought a
team of horses, collected a line of an-
tique farm machinery, and worked a
small piece of farm ground as a hobby.
Members of the Wakefield community
fondly tell his stories of antique ma-
chinery and his love for agriculture.

One community member recollects
that in one parade, the press did not
even recognize Governor Avery because
he was wearing overalls and a straw
hat behind his own team of horses. I
have a feeling Governor Avery likes it
that way. Bill Avery takes very great
pride in being a farmer.

Bill Avery was born and grew up in a
farm near Wakefield. Today, at the age
of 89, he continues to reside in his
hometown in a house overlooking the
reservoir that took his farm. He still is
active in public policy, and in fact,
writes letters to me and other Members
of Congress on a regular basis.

Governor Avery was a true farmer
and family man who did not let politics
change him. I admire both his integrity
and his character, and I am honored to
pay this small tribute to our Governor
Avery.

This bill will name the Post Office in
his hometown where he daily goes to
collect his mail. I ask that this body
pass this legislation.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I think that the pre-
vious speaker has laid out for the
House ample reason for us to swiftly
pass this legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-

quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs.
MORELLA).

(Mrs. MORELLA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 2591, naming the
Post Office for Governor Avery, who
also served in the House of Representa-
tives.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have words of appre-
ciation to the ranking member, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH), and also a word of apprecia-
tion to the sponsor, the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of H.R. 2591, legislation introduced by
my colleague from Kansas, JERRY MORAN,
that would designate the Wakefield, Kansas,
post office as the William H. Avery Post Of-
fice.

Bill Avery served the people of Kansas with
distinction in several public offices. Born in
Wakefield in 1911, he attended public schools
and earned an A.B. at the University of Kan-
sas in 1934. A farmer and stockman since
1935, he became director of the Wakefield
Rural High School Board of Education in 1946
and was elected to the Kansas House of Rep-
resentatives in 1950. While in the legislature,
he served on the Legislative Coordinating
Council.

Bill Avery was elected to Congress five
times, serving from 1955–1965. In 1964, he
was elected governor of Kansas, where he
served for two years until his defeat for re-
election by Robert Docking, who went on to
be the only Kansan elected to the governor-
ship four times. During his tenure as governor,
Bill Avery tackled several complicated, con-
troversial issues, including enactment of a
school funding program which provided broad-
er state support for elementary and high
schools through increases in the sales, liquor,
cigarette and income taxes, including estab-
lishment of state income tax withholding. He
also presided over implementation of a school
unification statute that closed many rural
schools.

After leaving the governorship, Bill Avery re-
turned to Wakefield and became president of
Real Petroleum Company. At age 88, he re-
sides in Wakefield today.

I am pleased to cosponsor this legislation
with my colleagues from the Kansas congres-
sional delegation and I am glad to take this
opportunity to commend Bill Avery for his dis-
tinguished career of public service on behalf of
his fellow Kansans. I urge my colleagues to
support this timely and well-deserved meas-
ure.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) that the

House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2591.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2591, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

f

JAY HANNA ‘‘DIZZY’’ DEAN POST
OFFICE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2460) to designate the United
States Post Office located at 125 Border
Avenue West in Wiggins, Mississippi, as
the ‘‘Jay Hanna ‘Dizzy’ Dean Post Of-
fice.’’

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2460

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States Post Office located at
125 Border Avenue West in Wiggins, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as
the ‘‘Jay Hanna ‘Dizzy’ Dean Post Office’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the post office referred to in
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the ‘‘Jay Hanna ‘Dizzy’ Dean Post Office’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCHUGH).

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to speak
briefly on H.R. 2460, legislation that
was introduced by our colleague, the
gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. TAY-
LOR) on July 1 of this year, and as con-
sistent, again, with the policy of Com-
mittee on Government Reform, it has
been cosponsored by the entire House
delegation of the great State of Mis-
sissippi.

Mr. Speaker, this bill does designate
the United States Post Office located
at 125 Border Avenue West in Wiggins,
Mississippi, as the Jay Hanna ‘Dizzy’
Dean Post Office. Jay Hanna Dean was
born on January 16, 1911. He made his
home in Stone County, Mississippi,
which is his wife’s ancestral home.

Dizzy Dean, as most of us know him
by, loved his adopted home and was an

ardent supporter of the community of
Bond, the city of Wiggins, Stone Coun-
ty, and the State of Mississippi, as a
whole. The ancestral home was subse-
quently donated by Mrs. Dean to the
Baptist Children’s Village as a home
for children in the Bond community of
Stone County.

In addition to his outstanding record,
his outstanding record as a major
league baseball pitcher and a baseball
telecaster featuring the major league
baseball’s Game of the Week, Dizzy
made many contributions to his local
community which was recognized by
the mayor and Board of Aldermen of
the city of Wiggins. It was they, Mr.
Speaker, who recommended that the
newly renovated and expanded post of-
fice in Wiggins be named after Dizzy
Dean, who died on July 17 in 1974.

Mr. Speaker, I would certainly want
to commend the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. TAYLOR) for working so
closely with the community in bring-
ing this bill to the floor. Again, as is
true on all of these proposals, I deeply
appreciate the cooperation of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH) and the entire Committee on
Government Reform for their efforts in
this matter.

I would certainly urge our colleagues
to support a bill which recognizes, real-
ly, to those of us who grew up in the
1950s and 1960s who really spent many,
many weekends watching the game of
the week, sometimes to the distress of
our English teachers, learning a bit of
colorful and sometimes creative lan-
guage from the great Dizzy Dean, to
pass this bill and support what I think
is a very, very worthy measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join
with the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Postal Service, the ma-
jority chair, in support of this legisla-
tion.

First and foremost, Mr. Speaker, it
has been an honor to be able to work
with my colleague, the gentleman from
Mississippi, who we are going to hear
from in just a few minutes, who was
the prime sponsor of this legislation.

The gentleman from Mississippi (Mr.
TAYLOR) I think represents not just the
State of Mississippi but, in many re-
spects, because of his concern in terms
of national defense and a whole range
of issues relative to the national inter-
est, the best of what this Congress has
to provide in terms of legislative lead-
ership. He is principled and committed,
and it was a pleasure to be able to help
facilitate this bill coming to the floor
because it is important to him.

Naming a postal facility is an appro-
priate honor to bestow upon someone
who has done all of the things that we
are going to hear about in a minute. I
do not want to steal the thunder from
the sponsor, but I do want to say that
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