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Fulton Street; the building still stands today.
DC Sample, affectionately known as ‘‘Bud’’
and Harry Sample stayed in the immediate
area. Bud’s children, Sally Sharer and Pug
Perkins still live in Clovis. Harry’s children,
Bonner, Jane Craiger and Tommy live close
by. One of Bonner’s children is Captain Scotty
who flies around the valley every morning giv-
ing us the traffic report.

‘‘The Hall of Fame Honorees’’ are The Clo-
vis Rodeo Association, Sgt. Shelby Cox, Ever-
ett George ‘‘Bud’’ and Evelyn Rank, Wesley
and Betty Wipf.

The Clovis Independent Newspaper stated,
‘‘Perhaps more than any other group or orga-
nization, The Clovis Rodeo Association exem-
plifies life in Clovis. For more than 80 years,
the association has organized and operated
the Clovis Rodeo, which has grown from a
small gathering of working cowboys to a
world-renowned event that was televised na-
tionally for the first time this year. The Clovis
Rodeo Association has served as Clovis’ Am-
bassadors to the world, and has become an
integral part of the history, stability and growth
of the community of Clovis.’’

Sgt. Shelby Cox—his dedication to the citi-
zens of Clovis was always in the forefront dur-
ing his nearly 35 years with the Clovis Police
Department. He was active in community
groups as well as department activities, and
founded several of the Clovis Police Depart-
ment’s more popular programs. The goal of
the Hall of Fame is to honor citizens that have
made a difference; that have contributed to
the growth and development of Clovis. Shelby
has made a difference, he has contributed to
‘‘the Clovis way of life.’’

Everett George ‘‘Bud’’ and Evelyn Rank—
Bud and Evelyn were raised on Clovis farms
and graduated from Clovis High School. They
were married and raised their family in Clovis.
Bud, a member of the Clovis Rodeo Associa-
tion since 1940, was active in the Clovis
Young Farmers, California Young Farmers,
Clovis Masonic Lodge, Clovis Grange, Clovis
Farm Bureau and the Fresno County Farm
Bureau. He served as Board President of the
Fort Washington School, President, Vice
President and Clerk of the Clovis Unified
School Board—a charter Director of the Clovis
Schools Foundation and was on the Board of
Directors of the Clovis-Sanger Cotton Gin.
They raised their daughters Ginny Hovsepian,
Judy Rank and Pat Rank who remain in the
area. Evelyn supported all of her husband’s
activities as well as serving as a Northwest
Sunday school Kindergarten Teacher and a
Deaconess for the Northwest Church. Evelyn
worked for Congressman Pashayan’s office
and at the White House Greeting Office while
they were in Washington, DC. She also par-
ticipated with the Reagan Reelection Com-
mittee and served on the Reagan Inaugural
Committee. Upon returning home, she served
on Clovis School Bond Committees. The
Ranks are avid football fans and have rarely
missed a Clovis Unified School District home
game.

Wesley and Betty Wipf got married at 5 AM
and have stayed married for over 51 years.
Wes lived at Shaver Lake and moved to Clo-
vis in 1940. While attending Clovis High
School, he received the Sassano All American
Blanket for Track. Wes went on to manage the
Newberry’s variety store in Clovis. He later
opened the first donut shop in Clovis and then
when Wiffee’s Trophy Shop outgrew the bed-

room in his home, he opened a shop on
Fourth Street. Betty is the former Betty
Pendergrass of the Clovis famed family. She
became a teacher and taught at Weldon Ele-
mentary School for over 28 years. Betty still
substitutes and is a ‘‘Home Hospital Instruc-
tor.’’ The Wipf’s are members of the Clovis
United Methodist Church, where Betty has
been a member for over 50 years. Now in re-
tirement the Wipf’s have donated over 1,000
hours of work to the Clovis Hospital Guild;
hours and hours of time to the Clovis Cham-
ber of Commerce, and participate every morn-
ing with the Mall Walkers Group at the Sierra
Vista Mall.

‘‘Citizen of the Year’’—Tom Stearns—Tom
was born in West Fresno, went to local
schools and relocated to Clovis in 1956. Tom
and his wife, Burline, have three daughters
and five grandchildren. Tom was raised on a
small farm in West Fresno; he worked as a
farm laborer through High School. Tom
worked for PG&E from 1945–1993, he is now
retired. Tom has been dedicated to the Clovis
Community, having served on the Clovis City
Council since 1983. Tom was Mayor, Mayor
Pro Tem, and is currently serving out the re-
mainder of a two-year term as a Council mem-
ber. Tom has been a member of the Rodeo
Association since 1981 and has served on
most of the Rodeo Committees. Tom has
been on the Board of Directors for the past
seven years and is serving his first term as
President. Tom was elected Citizen of the
Year for his extensive participation with the
Rodeo Association to enlarge the event to a
three-day show and to help secure exposure
on television through E.S.P.N. With his guid-
ance as President and with the full support of
the Rodeo Association Board, the Clovis
Rodeo and the community of Clovis was
brought to international attention.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate all of
the Clovis Chamber of Commerce 1999 Hall
of Fame Inductees. Each of the winners is an
outstanding citizen and deserves special rec-
ognition. I urge my colleagues to join me in
wishing each award winner many more years
of continued success.
f

TRIBUTE TO PAUL B. SOUDER

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 28, 1999

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, the island
of Guam bids farewell to an esteemed resi-
dent and long-time servant of the community.
Paul B. Souder, a former military officer and
colleague in the field of education and public
administration, was called to his eternal rest
on October 15, 1999.

Paul Souder was born on July 20, 1915, in
Des Moines, Iowa. Having graduated from
Roosevelt High School in Des Moines, he
went on to attend Drake University from 1933
through 1935. He later received an under-
graduate and a master’s degree from Iowa
State University and worked towards a doc-
torate degree at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Through his college career, he
worked as a teaching assistant, research as-
sistant and research fellow at Iowa State, at
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In

1943, he was called to serve in the United
States Navy. Between 1944 and 1945, he at-
tended the Naval School of Military Govern-
ment at Princeton University.

Mr. Souder first arrived on Guam in 1945
while still serving in the military as a naval offi-
cer. He worked for the pre-Organic Act Naval
Government as the head of the Department of
Records and Accounts. This department han-
dled tasks now assigned to the Departments
of Revenue and Taxation, Administration,
Commerce, and Land Management, the Com-
mercial Port, and the United States Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service.

When Guam was granted civil government
by the Organic Act of 1950, Mr. Souder
worked for the local government where, at dif-
ferent times, he served as director for several
of the island’s newly created agencies. During
his service of nearly half a century with all
three branches of the government of Guam,
he headed the Department of Public Works,
the Department of Land Management and
Commerce, the Bureau of Planning, the Guam
Energy Office, and the Public Utility Commis-
sion. He also served as Executive Assistant to
the Governor of Guam and as Director of the
Guam Legislative Research Bureau. His retire-
ment in 1988 as Program Coordinator for the
Superior Court of Guam concluded his long
and distinguished service with the local gov-
ernment.

Over the years, Mr. Souder also worked in
managerial capacities for a number of busi-
nesses. He held memberships in the Land
Transfer Board, the Board of Equalization, the
Rotary Club, the Guam Historical Society, the
Board of Education, the Territorial Planning
Commission, and the Guam Chamber of Com-
merce. He was a long-standing member of the
Vicariate Council, the Agana Cathedral Finan-
cial Council and also active with the Parents-
Teachers Associations of Bishop
Baumgartner, the Cathedral School, the Acad-
emy of Our Lady, and Saint Francis School. In
recognition of his community and public serv-
ice, Mr. Souder received awards and honors
from institutions such as the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and the Public Works
Center of Guam. He is also the recipient of a
papal decoration from His Holiness Pope John
XXIII.

We have been truly blessed in having Mr.
Souder become a part of our island commu-
nity. The legacy he leaves behind includes
several decades of government and commu-
nity service as well as extensive literary works
on Guam history, culture, flora and fauna. He
will greatly be missed by all of us on Guam.
On behalf of the people of Guam, I join his
widow, the former Mariquita Calvo Torres, and
his children Laura, Deborah, and Paul Bern-
hardt in celebrating his life and mourning the
loss of a husband, father, and fellow public
servant. Adios, Mr. Souder.
f
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my profound sorrow at the tragedy
that has unfolded today in Armenia.
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