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rough spots will be made straight and the
glory of the Lord will fill the earth, and all
flesh will see it and experience it.’’ On that
day, Lord, your name will truly be one and
your children will be one.

Amen. (Applause.)
Representative LARGENT. Thank you, Sen-

ator Lieberman.
Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the

47th National Prayer Breakfast.
Thank you all for being with us here this

morning. Let’s leave today and live out the
principles Jesus taught about loving one an-
other, loving our God with all our heart, soul
and mind. Thank you, and have a good morn-
ing.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 26, 1999 the Village of Oak Park Fire De-
partment was awarded the title ‘‘Accredited
Fire Department’’ by the Commission on Fire
Accreditation International (C.F.A.I.).

The Oak Park Fire Department is only the
third fire department in the State of Illinois and
one of only 21 departments in the United
States and Canada to achieve such accredita-
tion.

Fire Chief Gerald Beeson and the other
members of the department worked to com-
plete their application for over 2 years.

Chief Beeson told the Wednesday Journal,
‘‘Those who review applications—members of
the International Association of Fire Chiefs
and the International Association of City and
County Managers—look at all facets of fire
service, including departmental aspects like
training and response time and on the village
side like finances and codes.’’

The accreditation is a benchmark, a set of
standards, Oak Park can use to judge the
quality of their fire protection service. The de-
partmental achievement is a credit to all of
Oak Park’s fire fighters and we salute them for
their outstanding accomplishment.
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Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to in-
troduce a resolution on the gravity of the polit-
ical and economic situation in Belarus. I be-
lieve it’s time for U.S. Congress to express
strong opposition to the continued egregious
violations of human rights and the lack of
progress toward the establishment of democ-
racy and the rule of law in Belarus and call on
President Alexandr Lukashenka to engage in
negotiations with the representatives of the
opposition and to restore the constitutional
rights of the Belarusian people.

While the U.S. and Europe are marking the
10 year anniversary of the fall of the Berlin

Wall, President Lukashenka is building a new
wall between Belarus and democracy and try-
ing to isolate Belarus by using old Soviet and
Stalinist tactics of misinformation and intimida-
tion. The people of Belarus have experienced
a great deal of suffering over the years—as
the victims of the Nazis, of Stalin, and of the
Chernobyl disaster. I visited Belarus several
months ago and it is clear to see that the peo-
ple of Belarus are still getting a bad deal—
again at the hands of their leadership.

In the fall of 1996, President Lukashenka
used bogus tactics to impose a new constitu-
tion on Belarus, to abolish the existing par-
liament and replace it with a rubber-stamp leg-
islature, and to illegally extend his presidential
term. Although Lukashenka says that his gov-
ernment is willing to enter into negotiations
with the opposition, his actions indicate the
opposite. Lukashenka has created a climate of
fear in Belarus, along the lines of Stalin’s and
Hitler’s regimes, which he admires. He has
targeted the opposition, non-governmental or-
ganizations, and the independent media. Op-
position figures have disappeared; inde-
pendent newspapers are fighting for survival;
and those Belarusians who are brave enough
to publicly protest Lukashenka’s rule, get
thrown into prison on trumped up charges.

Lukashenka is pushing his country deeper
and deeper into an economic abyss. Prices re-
main under state control, and there has been
no privatization to speak of. The average
monthly wage is somewhere around $30 a
month, and many people rely on subsistence
farming in a backyard plot to feed their fami-
lies.

We in the U.S. Congress have a moral re-
sponsibility to promote democracy and support
economic development in Belarus. This reso-
lution condemns the current Belarusian regime
and calls for immediate dialogue between
President Lukashenka and the Consultative
Council of Belarusian opposition and the res-
toration of a civilian, democratically-elected
government in Belarus, based on the rule of
law, and an independent judiciary. The resolu-
tion urges President Lukashenka to respect
the human rights of all Belarusian citizens, in-
cluding those members of the opposition who
are currently being illegally detained in viola-
tion of their constitutional rights.

President Lukashenka must make good on
his promise to hold free parliamentary elec-
tions in 2000 and presidential elections in
2001. Please join me in supporting this resolu-
tion.
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Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, for decades the
United States has carried the standard in pro-
moting democracy, market liberalization, and
economic development abroad. To further
those goals, we have spent literally billions of
dollars in developing countries. And we have
made progress. Nations have made economic
progress over the past few decades and de-
mocracy is taking root in some of the rockiest
soil in the globe. Thanks to the creation of the
World Trade Organization a few years ago,

the vast majority of international trade is now
governed by clear and transparent rules.

But, as the Asian financial crisis and the
theft of billions of dollars of IMF money in
Russia shows, we still have a long way to go.
Too many places in the world continue to be
held in the grip of corruption and cronyism.
The obvious impact of these two evils are the
loss of untold millions, even billions, of dollars.
But the corrosive effects of corruption and cro-
nyism are worse; they are all too often hidden
and ignored.

Government corruption undermines the rule
of law—the very cornerstone of democracy.
Government corruption undermines economic
development, squandering billions of dollars of
investment capital on enrichment of the few
rather than the benefit of many. Government
corruption undermines the ability of U.S. busi-
ness to compete freely and fairly for foreign
government contracts, costing U.S. corpora-
tions millions of dollars in lost sales. Govern-
ment corruption undermines the integrity of
public service and erodes the confidence of
the public in their own government. Most im-
portant, government corruption steals hope—
the hope for a better future that all citizens of
the world have a right to expect. If nurturing
democracy and expanding economic oppor-
tunity continue to be a goal of this country,
then eliminating corruption and cronyism in
government procurement must also be a pri-
ority. That is why I am proud to join with my
colleague, ROBERT MATSUI in introducing H.R.
3116, the Fair Competition in Foreign Com-
merce Act. This legislation builds upon the ex-
cellent work of the Organization on Economic
Development and Cooperation which set the
international standard with its Agreement on
Bribery and Corruption. The agreement makes
it a crime to offer, promise or give a bribe to
a foreign public official in order to obtain or re-
tain international business deals. Sadly, there
are today only thirty-four signatory countries to
this agreement.

H.R. 3116 complements the work of the
OECD, particularly that of the Development
Assistance Committee Recommendation on
Anti-Corruption Proposals for Aid-Funded Pro-
curement, approaches the problem of corrup-
tion in international government Procurement
through U.S. foreign aid and multilateral finan-
cial institutions, It is not a club or a blunt in-
strument, but its says in no uncertain terms
that the United States will not continue to un-
derwrite corrupt practices in other countries.

Our bill requires the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to develop a plan to promote international
government procurement reforms using U.S.
participation in international as the tool. It pro-
hibits U.S. non-humanitarian foreign assist-
ance to nations that have not demonstrated
significant progress towards institutionalizing
open and transparent government procure-
ment practices.

We want to assist the administration’s ef-
forts to promote government procurement
transparency, whether through the World
Trade Organization or the Free Trade Area of
the Americas. But we also want to ensure that
transparency in government procurement
doesn’t take a back seat—that is why we re-
quire the administration and other nations to
focus on institutionalizing open and trans-
parent international government procurement
practices.

The key to the legislation is building institu-
tions in countries which promote and protect
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