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of Alaska. The Government of Iceland
has already approved a silver 1000 Kro-
ner Icelandic coin to be produced by
the U.S. Mint that will be packaged
and issued simultaneously with the
U.S. Leif Ericson Commemorative
Coin. We believe jointly issuing these
coins will help further relations be-
tween our nations.

The United States Congress strength-
ened U.S.-Icelandic relations in 1930 by
presenting a statue of Leif Ericson as a
gift to Iceland memorializing Ericson’s
Voyage of Discovery. In 1964, President
Lyndon B. Johnson made October 9
“Leif Ericson Day”’ in commemoration
of the famous Viking explorer. The
Leif Ericson Commemorative Coin in
the year 2000 would commemorate the
millennial anniversary of Ericson’s
voyage and would display our commit-
ment to continuing this relationship
for the coming millennium.

H.R. 3373 allows a simultaneous
issuance of a commemorative U.S. sil-
ver dollar coin and a silver 1000 Kroner
Icelandic coin. Both coins are to be
produced in limited mintages, with
U.S. Mint issuing a boxed set. Mint and
surcharge proceeds from the coins will
fund scholarships and student exchange
programs between Iceland and United
States. The U.S. Mint has read and ap-
proved the identical House version as
meeting all the guidelines contained in
the 1995 Congressional House Banking
Committee Commemorative Coin Re-
forms Act, which protects the taxpayer
from any costs. We feel such a coin is
an important step in recognizing the
important role Iceland has played in
North American history. H.R. 3373 also
provides for a Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion Commemorative Coin which I
strongly support and a Capitol Visitor
Center Commemorative Coin.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statement relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3373) was read the third
time and passed.

———————

REAUTHORIZING OVERSEAS PRI-
VATE INVESTMENT CORPORA-
TION AND TRADE AND DEVELOP-
MENT AGENCY

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of H.R.
3381, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3381) to reauthorize the Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation and the
Trade and Development Agency, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
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tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The bill (H.R. 3381) was read the third
time and passed.

———

MIAMI, FLORIDA, AS PERMANENT
LOCATION FOR SECRETARIAT OF
FTAA

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Finance
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Con. Res. 71 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 71)
expressing the sense of the Congress that
Miami, Florida, and not a foreign competing
foreign city, should serve as the permanent
location for the Secretariat of the Free
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) begin-
ning in 2005.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to the concurrent resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 71) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 71

Whereas deliberations on establishing a
“Free Trade Area of the Americas” (FTAA)
will help facilitate greater cooperation and
understanding on trade barrier reduction
throughout the Americas;

Whereas the trade ministers of 34 countries
of the Western Hemisphere agreed in 1998 to
create a permanent Secretariat in order to
support negotiations on establishing the
FTAA;

Whereas the FTAA Secretariat will employ
persons to provide logistical, administrative,
archival, translation, publication, and dis-
tribution support for the negotiations;

Whereas the FTAA Secretariat will be
funded by a combination of local resources
and institutional resources from a tripartite
committee consisting of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), the Organization
of American States (OAS), and the United
Nations Economic Commission on Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC);

Whereas the temporary site of the FTAA
Secretariat will be located in Miami, Flor-
ida, from 1999 until February 28, 2001, at
which point the Secretariat will rotate to
Panama City, Panama, until February 28,
2003, and then rotate to Mexico City, Mexico,
until February 28, 2005;

Whereas by 2005 the FTAA Secretariat will
have international institution status pro-
viding jobs and tremendous economic bene-
fits to its host city;

Whereas a permanent site for the FTAA
Secretariat after 2005 will likely be selected
from among the 3 temporary host cities;
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Whereas the city of Miami, Miami-Dade
County, and the State of Florida have long
served as the gateway for trade with the Car-
ibbean and Latin America;

Whereas trade between the city of Miami,
Florida, and the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean totaled $36,793,000,000 in
1998;

Whereas the Miami-Dade area and the
State of Florida possess the necessary infra-
structure, local resources, and culture nec-
essary for the FTAA Secretariat’s perma-
nent site;

Whereas the United States possesses the
world’s largest economy and is the leading
proponent of trade liberalization throughout
the world; and

Whereas the city of Miami, Florida, the
State of Florida, and the United States are
uniquely situated among other competing lo-
cations to host the “Brussels of the Western
Hemisphere’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of the Congress that the President should di-
rect the United States representative to the
“Free Trade Area of the Americas” (FTAA)
negotiations to use all available means in
order to secure Miami, Florida, as the per-
manent site of the FTAA Secretariat after
February 28, 2005.

——————

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE IN
CHECHNYA

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
223 and that the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 223) condemning the
violence in Chechnya.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, a technical amendment to
the preamble be agreed to, the pre-
amble, as amended, be agreed to, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2791

(Purpose: To make clerical corrections)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Maine [Ms. COLLINS], for
Mr. HELMS, proposes an amendment num-
bered 2791.

The amendment is as follows:

In the second whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘is’’ and insert ‘‘are’’.

The amendment (No. 2791) was agreed
to.

The resolution (S. Res. 223) was
agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, is as follows:

[The resolution was not available for
printing. It will appear in a future edi-
tion of the RECORD.]

amended, was
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