S382

If this error had not been made
America’s rural hospitals would be ex-
pecting an additional $600 million over
five years. Without correction, the
error could cost four hospitals just in
my state approximately $2.84 million
annually that had been anticipated
from this legislation. These hospitals—
Mayo Regional Hospital in Dover-
Foxcroft, Down East Community Hos-
pital in Machias, Northern Maine Med-
ical Center in fort Kent, and Rumford
Community Hospital in Rumford—are
a vital part of their communities and
had expected these additional funds.

Small hospitals across the country
are facing an increasingly uncertain fu-
ture, and we cannot afford to lose any
more of our rural health care pro-
viders. This funding is critical to these
small hospitals and the communities
they serve. These facilities and the pa-
tients they serve should not be penal-
ized for a mistake made by Congress I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation and I urge the
Senate to pass this technical correc-
tion bill immediately.®

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 285
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
285, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to restore the link
between the maximum amount of earn-
ings by blind individuals permitted
without demonstrating ability to en-
gage in substantial gainful activity and
the exempt amount permitted in deter-
mining excess earnings under the earn-
ings test.
S. 290
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
290, a bill to establish an adoption
awareness program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 345
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 345, a bill to amend
the Animal Welfare Act to remove the
limitation that permits interstate
movement of live birds, for the purpose
of fighting, to States in which animal
fighting is lawful.
S. 861
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
861, a bill to designate certain Federal
land in the State of Utah as wilderness,
and for other purposes.
S. 1020
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CrAIG) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1020, a bill to amend
chapter 1 of title 9, United States Code,
to provide for greater fairness in the
arbitration process relating to motor
vehicle franchise contracts.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

S. 1086
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
FITZGERALD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1086, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to waive the in-
come inclusion on a distribution from
an individual retirement account to
the extent that the distribution is con-
tributed for charitable purposes.
S. 1109
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1109, a bill to conserve global bear
populations by prohibiting the impor-
tation, exportation, and interstate
trade of bear viscera and items, prod-
ucts, or substances containing, or la-
beled or advertised as containing, bear
viscera, and for other purposes.
S. 1446
At the request of Mr. LoTT, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) and the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. L. CHAFEE)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1446, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow an additional ad-
vance refunding of bonds originally
issued to finance governmental facili-
ties used for essential governmental
functions.
S. 1680
At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1680, a bill to provide for
the improvement of the processing of
claims for veterans compensation and
pensions, and for other purposes.
S. 1756
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1756, a bill to enhance the abil-
ity of the National Laboratories to
meet Department of Energy missions
and for other purposes.
S. 1941
At the request of Mr. DoODD, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1941, a bill to amend the
Federal Fire Prevention and Control
Act of 1974 to authorize the Director of
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to provide assistance to fire de-
partments and fire prevention organi-
zations for the purpose of protecting
the public and firefighting personnel
against fire and fire-related hazards.
S. 1946
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1946, a bill to amend the National Envi-
ronmental Education Act to redesig-
nate that Act as the ““John H. Chafee
Environmental Education Act,” to es-
tablish the John H. Chafee Memorial
Fellowship Program, to extend the pro-
grams under that Act, and for other
purposes.
S. 2032
At the request of Mr. MOYNIHAN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
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(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2032, a bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to address the issue
of mother-to-child transmission of
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

S. CON. RES. 76

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 76, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress regarding a peaceful resolution of
the conflict in the state of Chiapas,
Mexico and for other purposes.

S. RES. 87

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the Senator
from Minnesota (Mr. GRAMS) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 87, a res-
olution commemorating the 60th Anni-
versary of the International Visitors
Program.

S. RES. 247

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 247, a resolu-
tion commemorating and acknowl-
edging the dedication and sacrifice
made by the men and women who have
lost their lives while serving as law en-
forcement officers.

S. RES. 248

At the request of Mr. ROBB, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. CLELAND), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DoDD), the Senator from
Florida (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KoHL), the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. REID), the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SPECTER), and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. TORRICELLI)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 248,
a resolution to designate the week of
May 7, 2000, as ‘‘National Correctional
Officers and Employees Week.”

S. RES. 251

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN), the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. DOMENICI), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON), the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY),
the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE),
and the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) were added as cosponsors of S.
Res. 251, a resolution designating
March 25, 2000, as ‘‘Greek Independence
Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy.”’
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SENATE RESOLUTION 253—TO EX-
PRESS THE SENSE OF THE SEN-
ATE THAT THE FEDERAL IN-
VESTMENT IN BIOCHEMICAL RE-
SEARCH SHOULD BE INCREASED
BY $2,700,000,000 IN FISCAL YEAR
2001

Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. MACK, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
FRIST, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SARBANES,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. HUTCH-
INSON, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. COCHRAN, and
Mr. SANTORUM) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Appropriations:

S. RES. 2563

Whereas past investments in biomedical
research have resulted in better health, an
improved quality of life for all Americans
and a reduction in national health care ex-
penditures;

Whereas the Nation’s commitment to bio-
medical research has expanded the base of
scientific knowledge about health and dis-
ease and revolutionized the practice of medi-
cine;

Whereas the Federal Government rep-
resents the single largest contribution to
biomedical research conducted in the United
States;

Whereas biomedical research continues to
play a vital role in the growth of this Na-
tion’s biotechnology, medical device, and
pharmaceutical industries;

Whereas the origin of many of the new
drugs and medical devices currently in use is
based in biomedical research supported by
the National Institutes of Health;

Whereas women have traditionally been
under represented in medical research proto-
cols, yet are severely affected by diseases in-
cluding breast cancer, which will kill over
43,300 women this year, ovarian cancer which
will claim another 14,500 lives; and
osteoporosis and cardiovascular disorders;

Whereas research sponsored by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health is responsible for
the identification of genetic mutations relat-
ing to nearly 100 diseases, including Alz-
heimer’s disease, cystic fibrosis, Hunting-
ton’s disease, osteoporosis, many forms of
cancer, and immune deficiency disorders;

Whereas many Americans still face serious
and life-threatening health problems, both
acute and chronic;

Whereas neurodegenerative diseases of the
elderly, such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s
disease threaten to destroy the lives of mil-
lions of Americans, overwhelm the Nation’s
health care system, and bankrupt the Medi-
care and Medicaid programs;

Whereas 2.7 million Americans are cur-
rently infected with the hepatitis C virus, an
insidious liver condition that can lead to in-
flammation, cirrhosis, and cancer as well as
liver failure;

Whereas 297,000 Americans are now suf-
fering from AIDS and hundreds of thousands
more with HIV infection;

Whereas cancer remains a comprehensive
threat to any tissue or organ of the body at
any age, and remains a top cause of mor-
bidity and mortality;

Whereas the extent of psychiatric and neu-
rological diseases poses considerable chal-
lenges in understanding the workings of the
brain and nervous system;

Whereas recent advances in the treatment
of HIV illustrate the promise research holds
for even more effective, accessible, and af-
fordable treatments for persons with HIV;

Whereas infants and children are the hope
of our future, yet they continue to be the
most vulnerable and under served members
of our society;
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Whereas approximately one out of every
six American men will develop prostate can-
cer and over 40,000 men will die from pros-
tate cancer each year;

Whereas diabetes, both insulin and non-in-
sulin forms, afflict 16 million Americans and
places them at risk for acute and chronic
complications, including blindness, kidney
failure, atherosclerosis and nerve degenera-
tion;

Whereas the emerging understanding of
the principles of biomimetrics have been ap-
plied to the development of hard tissue such
as bone and teeth as well as soft tissue, and
this field of study holds great promise for
the design of new classes of biomaterials,
pharmaceuticals, diagnostic and analytical
reagents;

Whereas research sponsored by the Na-
tional Institute of Health will map and se-
quence the entire human genome by 2003,
leading to a new era of molecular medicine
that will provide unprecedented opportuni-
ties for the prevention, diagnoses, treat-
ment, and cure of diseases that currently
plague society;

Whereas the fundamental way science is
conducted is changing at a revolutionary
pace, demanding a far greater investment in
emerging new technologies, research train-
ing programs, and in developing new skills
among scientific investigators; and

Whereas most Americans show over-
whelming support for an increased Federal
investment in biomedical research: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘“Bio-
medical Revitalization Resolution of 2000°".
SEC. 2. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

It is the sense of the Senate that funding
for the National Institutes of Health should
be increased by $2,700,000,000 in fiscal year
2001 and that the budget resolution appro-
priately reflect sufficient funds to achieve
this objective.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, this
morning President Clinton announced
the budget for the administration for
fiscal year 2001. It has a large number
of new programs and has a very sub-
stantial increase in spending, up to
$1.835 trillion. In examining the budget
as to its applicability to the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health, Human Serv-
ices and Education on items which I
chair, the appropriations sub-
committee, I am concerned about the
number of new programs.

On Education, there are 19 new pro-
grams. In the Department of Labor,
there are nine new programs. It is a
matter of concern when the President
proposes programs which have man-
dates directing the local school dis-
tricts as to what they should be doing
without giving discretion to local
school districts as to specific needs
which they might have which might be
in a somewhat different category. For
example, this year the 19 new programs
will increase expenditures by $2 billion
951 million—almost $3 billion. Let’s put
it that way, round it up a little bit.

Within these programs, there is a
new program for school renovation of
$1.3 billion. While there may be some
merit to that specific kind of program,
it may well be that the local school
district could better use that money,
depending upon local needs, for mat-
ters such as a science program, for lab-
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oratory equipment, for computers, for
teacher training depending upon what
the needs are in the local school dis-
trict.

Last year, we had a considerable
amount of controversy on the Presi-
dent’s program for new teachers, a
commendable objective, but it may
well be that there are many school dis-
tricts where the needs for some alter-
native programs are more pressing
there. So I express a concern about the
budget with its increased spending up
to $1.835 trillion, and the mandate of a
great many new programs which have
not been authorized by the appropriate
authorizing committees in the Con-
gress.

When it comes to the question of
paying for these programs, the Presi-
dent has proposed raising the caps by
some $62 billion, but it is highly ques-
tionable whether that raise in the caps
will accommodate all the programs
which he has proposed. I think there is
agreement between the Congress and
the administration that Social Secu-
rity and Medicare have to be kept in-
violate and that there not be expendi-
tures which would threaten Social Se-
curity.

On the face and on the figures, the
President’s budget does not invade So-
cial Security, but there is the lurking
possibility that Social Security could
be invaded with the tremendous num-
ber of new programs which the Presi-
dent has proposed.

Last year, when the President came
forward with his budget, he had pro-
posals for some $18 billion in offsets:
Federal tobacco revenues of $6 billion,
FAA user fees of $1 billion, and so on,
down to some $18 billion, none of which
materialized. So when we take a look
at the President’s proposed offsets, we
have to take them with more than a
grain of salt as to whether they ever
will materialize.

The President has proposed this year
to have offsets for penalties for tobacco
companies where they fail to live up to
the reduction on teenage smoking. The
administration’s budget will cut youth
smoking in half by charging the to-
bacco industry an assessment for every
underage smoker, with an estimated
penalty of $3,000 for each underage
smoker. It does not pick up until some
of the out years.

This is an illustration of where the
President is proposing alleged cuts
which may well never materialize.

There is one item where the Clinton
administration budget is not ade-
quately funded, and that is for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. In 1997, the
sense-of-the-Senate resolution called
for a doubling of the NIH budget over a
5-year period.

During the course of the last 3 years,
very substantial advances have been
made on funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health, although we are not
quite yet on target. That has been a
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