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Senate on Wednesday, March 1, 2000 at
9:30 a.m., in open session, to receive
testimony on the Defense authoriza-
tion request for fiscal year 2001 and the
future years defense program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 1, 2000, at 9:30
a.m., on the nominations of Carol
Carmody and John Goglia to be mem-
bers of the National Transportation
Safety Board.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 1 at 9:30 a.m., to conduct an
oversight hearing. The committee will
consider the President’s proposed budg-
et for FY 2001 for the Department of
the Interior.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 1, 2000, at
10:45 a.m. and 2 p.m., to hold two hear-
ings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet in
executive session during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 1,
2000, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet in
executive session for the consideration
of S. 2, the Educational Opportunities
Act, during the session of the Senate
on March 1, 2000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous that the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, March 1, 2000 at 9:30
a.m. to conduct an oversight hearing
on the Report prepared by the National
Academy for Public Administration en-
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titled: “A Study of Management and
Administration: The Bureau of Indian
Affairs.”” The hearing will be held in
the committee room, 485 Russell Sen-
ate Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on
Wednesday, March 1, 2000, at 10 a.m., in
SD226.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs would
like to request unanimous consent to
hold a joint hearing with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to re-
ceive the legislative presentations of
the Disabled American Veterans. The
hearing will be held on Wednesday,
March 1, 2000, at 10 a.m., in room 345 of
the Cannon House Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 1, 2000 at
9:30 a.m. to hold a closed hearing on in-
telligence matters.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WILDLIFE, AND
WATER
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and
Water be authorized to conduct a hear-
ing to examine the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s proposed rules regard-
ing changes in the total maximum
daily load and NPDES permit programs
pursuant to the Clean Water Act,
Wednesday, March 1, 1 p.m., hearing
room (SD-406).
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Emerging Threats and Capabilities
Subcommittee of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 1, 2000 at 2:30 p.m.,
in closed and open sessions to receive
testimony on Cyber Security and Crit-
ical Infrastructure Protection, in re-
view of the Defense authorization re-
quest for fiscal year 2001.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT
AND THE COURTS
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary Subcommittee
on Administrative Oversight and the
Courts be authorized to meet to con-
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duct a hearing on Wednesday, March 1,
2000, at 2 p.m., in SD226.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND

SPACE

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the
Science, Technology, and Space Sub-
committee of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 1, 2000, at 2:30 p.m. on Next
Generation Internet 2000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE FUELS
AND CHEMICALS ACT OF 1999

On February 29, 2000, the Senate
amended and passed S. 935, as follows:
S. 935

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

TITLE I—BIOMASS RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Biomass
Research and Development Act of 2000™".

SEC. 102. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) conversion of biomass into biobased in-
dustrial products offers outstanding poten-
tial for benefit to the national interest
through improved strategic security and bal-
ance of payments, healthier rural economies,
improved environmental quality, near-zero
net greenhouse gas emissions, technology ex-
port, and sustainable resource supply;

(2) the key technical challenges to be over-
come in order for biobased industrial prod-
ucts to be cost competitive are finding new
technology and reducing the cost of tech-
nology for converting biomass into desired
biobased industrial products;

(3) biobased fuels, such as ethanol, have
the clear potential to be sustainable, low
cost, and high performance fuels that are
compatible with both current and future
transportation systems and provide near
zero net greenhouse gas emissions;

(4) biobased chemicals—

(A) can provide functional replacements
for essentially all organic chemicals that are
currently derived from petroleum; and

(B) have the clear potential for environ-
mentally benign product life cycles;

(5) biobased power can provide environ-
mental benefits, promote rural economic de-
velopment, and diversify energy resource op-
tions;

(6) many biomass feedstocks suitable for
industrial processing show the clear poten-
tial for sustainable production, in some cases
resulting in improved soil fertility and car-
bon sequestration;

(7)(A) grain processing mills are biorefin-
eries that produce a diversity of useful food,
chemical, feed, and fuel products; and

(B) technologies that result in further di-
versification of the range of value-added
biobased industrial products can meet a key
need for the grain processing industry;

(8)(A) cellulosic feedstocks are attractive
because of their low cost and widespread
availability; and

(B) research resulting in cost-effective
technology to overcome the recalcitrance of
cellulosic biomass would allow biorefineries
to produce fuels and bulk chemicals on a
very large scale, with a commensurately
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large realization of the benefit described in
paragraph (1);

(9) research into the fundamentals to un-
derstand important mechanisms of biomass
conversion can be expected to accelerate the
application and advancement of biomass
processing technology by—

(A) increasing the confidence and speed
with which new technologies can be scaled
up; and

(B) giving rise to processing innovations
based on new knowledge;

(10) the added utility of biobased industrial
products developed through improvements in
processing technology would encourage the
design of feedstocks that would meet future
needs more effectively;

(11) the creation of value-added biobased
industrial products would create new jobs in
construction, manufacturing, and distribu-
tion, as well as new higher-valued exports of
products and technology;

(12)(A) because of the relatively short-term
time horizon characteristic of private sector
investments, and because many benefits of
biomass processing are in the national inter-
est, it is appropriate for the Federal Govern-
ment to provide precommercial investment
in fundamental research and research-driven
innovation in the biomass processing area;
and

(B) such an investment would provide a
valuable complement to ongoing and past
governmental support in the biomass proc-
essing area; and

(13) several prominent studies, including
studies by the President’s Council of Advi-
sors on Science and Technology and the Na-
tional Research Council—

(A) support the potential for large re-
search-driven advances in technologies for
production of biobased industrial products as
well as associated benefits; and

(B) document the need for a focused, inte-
grated, and innovation-driven research effort
to provide the appropriate progress in a
timely manner.

SEC. 103. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘““Advi-
sory Committee”” means the Biomass Re-
search and Development Technical Advisory
Committee established by section 106.

(2) BIOBASED INDUSTRIAL PRODUCT.—The
term ‘‘biobased industrial product” means
fuels, commercial chemicals, building mate-
rials, or electric power or heat produced
from biomass.

(3) BIoMASS.—The term ‘‘biomass’” means
any organic matter that is available on a re-
newable or recurring basis, including agri-
cultural crops and trees, wood and wood
wastes and residues, plants (including aguat-
ic plants), grasses, residues, fibers, and ani-
mal wastes, municipal wastes and other
waste materials.

(4) BOARD.—The term ‘“‘Board’”’ means the
Biomass Research and Development Board
established by section 105.

(5) INITIATIVE.—The term “Initiative”
means the Biomass Research and Develop-
ment Research Initiative established under
section 107.

(6) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term “‘institution of higher education” has
the meaning given that term in section
1201(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1141(a)).

(7) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘“‘na-
tional laboratory’ means a facility or group
of facilities owned, leased, or operated by a
Federal agency (including a contractor of
the Federal agency) for the performance of
research, development, or engineering.

(8) POINT OF CONTACT.—The term ‘“‘point of
contact” means a point of contact des-
ignated under section 104(d).
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(9) PROCESSING.—The term ‘‘processing’’
means the derivation of biobased industrial
products from biomass, including—

(A) feedstock production;

(B) harvest and handling;

(C) pretreatment or thermochemical proc-
essing;

(D) fermentation;

(E) catalytic processing;

(F) product recovery; and

(G) coproduct production.

SEC. 104. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION IN
BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT.

(@) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Energy shall co-
operate with respect to, and coordinate, poli-
cies and procedures that promote research
and development leading to the production
of biobased industrial products.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the coopera-
tion and coordination shall be to—

(1) understand the key mechanisms under-
lying the recalcitrance of biomass for con-
version into biobased industrial products;

(2) develop new and cost-effective tech-
nologies that would result in large-scale
commercial production of low cost and sus-
tainable biobased industrial products;

(3) ensure that biobased industrial prod-
ucts are developed in a manner that en-
hances their economic, energy security, and
environmental benefits; and

(4) promote the development and use of ag-
ricultural and energy crops for conversion
into biobased industrial products.

(c) AREAS.—In carrying out this title, the
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary
of Energy, in consultation with heads of ap-
propriate departments and agencies, shall
promote research and development to—

(1) advance the availability and widespread
use of energy efficient, economically com-
petitive, and environmentally sound
biobased industrial products in a manner
that is consistent with the goals of the
United States relating to sustainable and se-
cure supplies of food, chemicals, and fuel;

(2) ensure full consideration of Federal
land and land management programs as po-
tential feedstock resources for biobased in-
dustrial products; and

(3) assess the environmental, economic,
and social impact of production of biobased
industrial products from biomass on a large
scale.

(d) POINTS OF CONTACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To coordinate research
and development programs and activities re-
lating to biobased industrial products that
are carried out by their respective
Departments—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture shall des-
ignate, as the point of contact for the De-
partment of Agriculture, an officer of the
Department of Agriculture appointed by the
President to a position in the Department
before the date of the designation, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;
and

(B) the Secretary of Energy shall des-
ignate, as the point of contact for the De-
partment of Energy, an officer of the Depart-
ment of Energy appointed by the President
to a position in the Department before the
date of the designation, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate.

(2) DuTIES.—The points of contact shall
jointly—

(A) assist in arranging interlaboratory and
site-specific supplemental agreements for re-
search, development, and demonstration
projects relating to biobased industrial prod-
ucts;

(B) serve as cochairpersons of the Board;

(C) administer the Initiative; and
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(D) respond in writing to each rec-
ommendation of the Advisory Committee
made under section 106.

SEC. 105. BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT BOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Biomass Research and Development
Board to coordinate programs within and
among departments and agencies of the Fed-
eral Government for the purpose of pro-
moting the use of biobased industrial prod-
ucts by—

(1) maximizing the benefits deriving from
Federal grants and assistance; and

(2) bringing coherence to Federal strategic
planning.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Board shall consist
of:

(1) The point of contact of the Department
of Energy designated under section
104(d)(1)(B), who shall serve as cochairperson
of the Board.

(2) The point of contact of the Department
of Agriculture designated under section
104(d)(1)(A), who shall serve as cochairperson
of the Board.

(3) A senior officer of each of the following
agencies who is appointed by the head of the
agency and who has a rank that is equivalent
to the points of contact:

(A) The Department of the Interior.

(B) The Environmental Protection Agency.

(C) The National Science Foundation.

(D) The Office of Science and Technology
Policy.

(4) At the option of the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Energy, other
members appointed by the Secretaries (after
consultation with members described in
paragraphs (1) through (3)).

(c) DuUTIES.—The Board shall—

(1) coordinate research, development, and
demonstration activities relating to
biobased industrial products—

(A) between the Department of Agriculture
and the Department of Energy; and

(B) with other departments and agencies of
the Federal Government; and

(2) provide recommendations to the points
of contact concerning administration of this
title.

(d) FUNDING.—Each agency represented on
the Board is encouraged to provide funds for
any purpose under this title.

(e) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet at
least quarterly to enable the Board to carry
out the duties of the Board under subsection
(c).

SEC. 106. BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Biomass Research and Development
Technical Advisory Committee to—

(1) advise the Secretary of Energy, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the points of con-
tact concerning—

(A) the technical focus and direction of re-
quests for proposals issued under the Initia-
tive; and

(B) procedures for reviewing and evalu-
ating the proposals;

(2) facilitate consultations and partner-
ships among Federal and State agencies, ag-
ricultural producers, industry, consumers,
the research community, and other inter-
ested groups to carry out program activities
relating to the Initiative; and

(3) evaluate and perform strategic planning
on program activities relating to the Initia-
tive.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Committee shall
consist of the following members appointed
by the points of contact:

(1) An individual affiliated with the
biobased industrial products industry.

(2) An individual affiliated with an institu-
tion of higher education who has expertise in
biobased industrial products.
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(3) two prominent engineers or scientists
from government or academia who have ex-
pertise in biobased industrial products.

(4) An individual affiliated with a com-
modity trade association.

(5) An individual affiliated with an envi-
ronmental or conservation organization.

(6) An individual associated with State
government who has expertise in biobased
industrial products.

(7) At the option of the points of contact,
other members.

(c) DUTIES.—The
shall—

(1) advise the points of contact with re-
spect to the Initiative; and

(2) evaluate whether, and make rec-
ommendations in writing to the Board to en-
sure that—

(A) funds authorized for the Initiative are
distributed and used in a manner that is con-
sistent with the goals of the Initiative;

(B) the points of contact are funding pro-
posals under this title that are selected on
the basis of merit, as determined by an inde-
pendent panel of scientific and technical
peers; and

(C) activities under this title are carried
out in accordance with this title.

(d) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Committee
shall meet at least quarterly to enable the
Advisory Committee to carry out the duties
of the Advisory Committee under subsection
(c).

SEC. 107.

Advisory Committee

BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-

MENT INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Energy, acting
through their respective points of contact
and in consultation with the Board, shall es-
tablish and carry out a Biomass Research
and Development Initiative under which
competitively-awarded grants, contracts,
and financial assistance are provided to, or
entered into with, eligible entities to carry
out research on biobased industrial products.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of grants,
contracts, and assistance under this section
shall be to—

(1) stimulate collaborative activities by a
diverse range of experts in all aspects of bio-
mass processing for the purpose of con-
ducting fundamental and innovation-tar-
geted research and technology development;

(2) enhance creative and imaginative ap-
proaches toward biomass processing that
will serve to develop the next generation of
advanced technologies making possible low
cost and sustainable biobased industrial
products;

(3) strengthen the intellectual resources of
the United States through the training and
education of future scientists, engineers,
managers, and business leaders in the field of
biomass processing; and

(4) promote integrated research partner-
ships among colleges, universities, national
laboratories, Federal and State research
agencies, and the private sector as the best
means of overcoming technical challenges
that span multiple research and engineering
disciplines and of gaining better leverage
from limited Federal research funds.

(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To0 be eligible for a grant,
contract, or assistance under this section, an
applicant shall be—

(A) an institution of higher education;

(B) a national laboratory;

(C) a Federal research agency;

(D) a State research agency;

(E) a private sector entity;

(F) a nonprofit organization; or

(G) a consortium of 2 or more entities de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (E).

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—After consultation
with the Board, the points of contact, on be-
half of the Board, shall—
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(A) publish annually 1 or more joint re-
quests for proposals for grants, contracts,
and assistance under this section;

(B) establish a priority in grants, con-
tracts, and assistance under this section for
research that—

(i) demonstrates potential for significant
advances in biomass processing;

(ii) demonstrates potential to substan-
tially impact scale-sensitive national objec-
tives such as sustainable resource supply, re-
duced greenhouse gas emissions, healthier
rural economies, and improved strategic se-
curity and trade balances; and

(iii) would improve knowledge of impor-
tant biomass processing systems that dem-
onstrate potential for commercial applica-
tions;

(C) require that grants, contracts, and as-
sistance under this section be awarded com-
petitively, on the basis of merit, after the es-
tablishment of procedures that provide for
scientific peer review by an independent
panel of scientific and technical peers; and

(D) give preference to applications that—

(i) involve a consortia of experts from mul-
tiple institutions; and

(ii) encourage the integration of disciplines
and application of the best technical re-
sources.

(d) USes OF GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND AsS-
SISTANCE.—A grant, contract, or assistance
under this section may be used to conduct—

(1) research on process technology for over-
coming the recalcitrance of biomass, includ-
ing research on key mechanisms, advanced
technologies, and demonstration test beds
for—

(A) feedstock pretreatment and hydrolysis
of cellulose and hemicellulose, including new
technologies for—

(i) enhanced sugar yields;

(ii) lower overall chemical use;

(iii) less costly materials; and

(iv) cost reduction;

(B) development of novel organisms and
other approaches to substantially lower the
cost of cellulase enzymes and enzymatic hy-
drolysis, including dedicated cellulase pro-
duction and consolidated bioprocessing
strategies; and

(C) approaches other than enzymatic hy-
drolysis for overcoming the recalcitrance of
cellulosic biomass;

(2) research on technologies for diversi-
fying the range of products that can be effi-
ciently and cost-competitively produced
from biomass, including research on—

(A) metabolic engineering of biological
systems (including the safe use of geneti-
cally modified crops) to produce novel prod-
ucts, especially commodity products, or to
increase product selectivity and tolerance,
with a research priority on the development
of biobased industrial products that can
compete in performance and cost with fossil-
based products;

(B) catalytic processing to convert inter-
mediates of biomass processing into products
of interest;

(C) separation technologies for cost-effec-
tive product recovery and purification;

(D) approaches other than metabolic engi-
neering and catalytic conversion of inter-
mediates of biomass processing;

(E) advanced biomass gasification tech-
nologies, including coproduction of power
and heat as an integrated component of bio-
mass processing, with the possibility of gen-
erating excess electricity for sale; and

(F) related research in advanced turbine
and stationary fuel cell technology for pro-
duction of electricity from biomass; and

(3) research aimed at ensuring the environ-
mental performance and economic viability
of biobased industrial products and their raw
material input of biomass when considered
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as an integrated system, including research
on—

(A) the analysis of, and strategies to en-
hance, the environmental performance and
sustainability of biobased industrial prod-
ucts, including research on—

(i) accurate measurement and analysis of
greenhouse gas emissions, carbon sequestra-
tion, and carbon cycling in relation to the
life cycle of biobased industrial products and
feedstocks with respect to other alter-
natives;

(ii) evaluation of current and future bio-
mass resource availability;

(iii) development and analysis of land man-
agement practices and alternative biomass
cropping systems that ensure the environ-
mental performance and sustainability of
biomass production and harvesting;

(iv) land, air, water, and biodiversity im-
pacts of large-scale biomass production,
processing, and use of biobased industrial
products relative to other alternatives; and

(v) biomass gasification and combustion to
produce electricity;

(B) the analysis of, and strategies to en-
hance, the economic viability of biobased in-
dustrial products, including research on—

(i) the cost of the required process tech-
nology;

(ii) the impact of coproducts, including
food, animal feed, and fiber, on biobased in-
dustrial product price and large-scale eco-
nomic viability; and

(iii) interactions between an emergent bio-
mass refining industry and the petro-
chemical refining infrastructure; and

(C) the field and laboratory research re-
lated to feedstock production with the inter-
related goals of enhancing the sustain-
ability, increasing productivity, and decreas-
ing the cost of biomass processing, including
research on—

(i) altering biomass to make biomass easi-
er and less expensive to process;

(ii) existing and new agricultural and en-
ergy crops that provide a sustainable re-
source for conversion to biobased industrial
products while simultaneously serving as a
source for coproducts such as food, animal
feed, and fiber;

(iii) improved technologies for harvest, col-
lection, transport, storage, and handling of
crop and residue feedstocks; and

(iv) development of economically viable
cropping systems that improve the conserva-
tion and restoration of marginal land; or

(4) Any research and development in tech-
nologies or processes determined by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of
Energy, acting through their respective
points of contact and in consultation with
the Board, to be consistent with the purposes
described in subsection (b) and priorities de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2)(B).

(e) TECHNOLOGY AND INFORMATION TRANS-
FER TO AGRICULTURAL USERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Cooperative State Research, Education, and
Extension Service and the Chief of the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service shall
ensure that applicable research results and
technologies from the Initiative are adapted,
made available, and disseminated through
their respective services, as appropriate.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 5 years after
the date of enactment of this title, the Ad-
ministrator of the Cooperative State Re-
search, Education, and Extension Service
and the Chief of the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service shall report to the com-
mittees of Congress with jurisdiction over
the Initiative on the activities conducted by
the services under this subsection.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In
addition to funding provided for biomass re-
search and development under the general
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authority of the Secretary of Energy to con-

duct research and development and dem-

onstration programs (which may also be used
to carry out this title), there are also au-
thorized to be appropriated $49,000,000 to the

Department of Agriculture for each of the

fiscal years 2000 through 2005 to carry out

this title.

SEC. 108. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT AND

FUNDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—To0 the extent administra-
tive support and funds are not provided by
other agencies under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary of Energy and the Secretary of Agri-
culture may provide such administrative
support and funds of the Department of En-
ergy and the Department of Agriculture to
the Board and the Advisory Committee as
are necessary to enable the Board and the
Advisory Committee to carry out this title.

(b) OTHER AGENCIES.—The heads of the
agencies referred to, or appointed under,
paragraphs (3) and (4) of section 105(b) may,
and are encouraged to, provide administra-
tive support and funds of their respective
agencies to the Board and the Advisory Com-
mittee.

SEC. 109. REPORTS.

For each fiscal year that funds are made
available to carry out this title, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of
Energy shall jointly transmit to Congress a
detailed report on—

(1) the status and progress of the Initia-
tive, including a certification from the
Board that funds authorized for the Initia-
tive are distributed and used in a manner
that is consistent with the goals of the Ini-
tiative; and

(2) the general status of cooperation and
research efforts carried out by each Sec-
retary with respect to sustainable fuels,
chemicals, and electricity derived from bio-
mass, including a certification from the
Board that the points of contact are funding
proposals that are selected on the basis of
merit, as determined by an independent
panel of scientific and technical peers.

SEC. 110. SUNSET.

This title and the authority conferred by
this title shall terminate on December 31,
2005.

TITLE II—AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR ETHANOL RESEARCH
PILOT PLANT

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated to

construct a Department of Agriculture corn-

based ethanol research pilot plant a total of
$14,000,000 for fiscal year 2000 and subsequent
fiscal years.

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
2, 2000

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until the hour of 9:30 a.m. on
Thursday, March 2. | further ask unan-
imous consent that on Thursday, im-
mediately following the prayer, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the morning hour be deemed ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then resume debate on
the pending Hatch-Mack amendment to
S. 1134, the education savings account
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, for
the information of all Senators, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the Hatch-Mack amendment No. 2827
regarding the marriage penalty tax at
9:30 a.m. tomorrow. Following 30 min-
utes of debate, at approximately 10
a.m., the Senate will proceed to a vote
on or in relation to the amendment.

The managers are actively working
on scheduling the remaining amend-
ments that need to be acted upon. It is
possible the bill may be completed as
early as tomorrow evening. Therefore,
Senators can expect votes throughout
the day and into the evening.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, | now ask unanimous
consent that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order,
following the remarks of Senator
WYDEN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG
AFFORDABILITY

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this
morning the Democratic Policy Com-
mittee had a very important hearing
on the issue of prescription drug cov-
erage under Medicare for the Nation’s
older people. We heard from senior citi-
zens, we heard from pharmacists, we
heard from gerontologists, extraor-
dinarily compelling testimony about
why this prescription drug benefit is so
important.

Frankly, I do not think there is a
single Member of the Senate, whether
they are a Democrat or a Republican,
who would not be moved by what we
heard this morning. The senior citi-
zens, as we hear again and again in
townhall meetings at home, are point-
ing out that they cannot afford their
prescription medicines.

The pharmacists went into detail
about how frustrated they are that so
many of the older people lack bar-
gaining power in the marketplace, bar-
gaining power that can help them drive
down the cost of their medicine. |
thought the gerontologists we heard
from this morning were very compel-
ling in making the case of how so many
of these drugs today can promote
wellness and help seniors stay healthy
and keep from racking up these ex-
traordinary medical bills that are so
often incurred and require hospitaliza-
tion under what is called Part A of the
Medicare program.

It is so important that we come to-
gether as a body to address this issue.
Senator DASCHLE, in particular, men-
tions to me on almost a daily basis how
he wants to reconcile the various bills.
He wants to reach out to colleagues on
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the other side of the aisle. In par-
ticular, | praise my colleague, Senator
SNOWE. She and | have worked for over
a year on a bipartisan effort with re-
spect to prescription drugs.

I know colleagues on the other side
of the aisle are interested in this issue
as well. Frankly, |1 think any Member
of the Senate who heard what the
Democratic Policy Committee heard
this morning had to have been moved
by how great the need is for prescrip-
tion drug coverage for seniors.

One of the issues that has come up in
recent days is this question of whether
private insurance companies are going
to be interested in this benefit and
whether they are going to be willing to
update their policies. We are hearing a
lot of talk that maybe they are not and
they are not going to come forward.

I guess we are starting to hear from
the same crowd who said doctors and
hospitals in the early sixties were not
going to participate in the Medicare
program. It is preposterous to say pri-
vate insurers are not going to partici-
pate once we go forward and enact a re-
sponsible bipartisan prescription drug
program for seniors under Medicare.

What the Snowe-Wyden legislation
does is make it very clear the money
that would be earmarked under our bi-
partisan bill would be made available
to pick up the prescription drug por-
tion of a senior citizen’s private health
insurance bill.

The Presiding Officer, who has great
expertise in this area as well, knows
that the vast majority of seniors have
these private policies—Medigap poli-
cies, HMO policies, a variety of private
policies today.

I am absolutely convinced that when
we go forward to enact this program on
a bipartisan basis, as we heard in the
Democratic policy session this morn-
ing, private insurance companies all
over this country will tear up their ex-
isting contracts with older people and
add the prescription drug program that
we enact this year to their coverage.
By the way, they would not be required
to do it. Under our legislation and
other bills, this would be voluntary for
both private insurance companies and
for older people.

The reason why | believe private in-
surance companies are going to be very
eager to participate is that they will
not be able to be competitive with the
various other companies in an area un-
less they offer the benefit.

If you took a Salt Lake City, UT, or
a Portland, OR, or a Denver, CO, where
there are a variety of insurers, once we
enact this program, seniors are going
to go to private insurers and ask: Are
you offering this particular benefit?
Because we see the Congress has passed
a law making available funds to pick
up the prescription drug portion of a
senior citizen’s private health insur-
ance bill.

I think all this talk about how pri-
vate insurance companies are not going
to be interested in offering this benefit
is incredibly farfetched. While our pro-
posal and the other good proposals that
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