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the people, and for the people.’’ By
passing this legislation, we will give
the Government back to its original
owners.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
support S. 2139.

I express my appreciation to the Sen-
ator from California for fitting me in
between her comments.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HUTCHINSON). The Senator from Idaho.
Mr. CRAPO. I ask unanimous consent

to speak for up to 10 minutes in morn-
ing business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CRAPO. I thank the Senator
from California for allowing me to take
a few moments to address the Senate.
f

TRIBUTE TO DONALD E. DIXON

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I would
like to make a statement in recogni-
tion of one of my very close friends out
in Idaho who has just had a wonderful
accomplishment in his life. He is a
neighbor, a friend, and a member of my
staff from Idaho, Don Dixon.

On March 24, Don will be given the
distinct honor of induction into the
Eastern Idaho Agriculture Hall of
Fame. The honor reflects his commit-
ment to farming in Idaho and the re-
spect and esteem in which he is held in
our community. I know you join east-
ern Idaho and myself in extending to
Don congratulations on this achieve-
ment.

Don is a lifelong farmer and resident
of Idaho Falls, ID. He owns and tends
the farm his grandfather purchased in
1900 and, thereafter, was owned by his
father. Apparently, the farming bug hit
Don hard because he took over the
Dixon operation with his brother soon
after college and his military service.
A measure of his success is reflected by
his continued expansion of the farm
and livestock and the handover of a
solid operation to his son.

For years, Don’s work has produced
some of the region’s best potatoes, in a
State that has the world’s finest spuds,
cattle, hay, and grain. In this time of
agriculture distress and low prices,
Don has demonstrated himself to be a
model farmer by taking steps to pro-
tect the environment by undertaking
the best management practices and
water conservation through improved
irrigation techniques. We can all be
proud of his work to be a productive
member of the agriculture community
and a good steward of the land.

Although his induction into the Hall
of Fame is a special accomplishment,
Don has long been chosen as a rep-
resentative of his community. He has
been an active member of eastern Ida-
ho’s business and agriculture organiza-
tions for as long as I can remember.
Don has served on the board of the
Eastern Idaho State Fair and, for 6
years, served on the Idaho Potato Com-
mission, a post nominated by our Gov-
ernor. His recognition at the national

level is evident from Don’s successes as
Director of the National Potato Pro-
motion Board.

In 1995, Don joined my staff and
served with distinction through the
balance of my House tenure, working
on agriculture and natural resources
issues. He was instrumental in my
work with farmers and ranchers
throughout the State during the debate
on the 1996 farm bill. When I was elect-
ed to the Senate in 1998, Don agreed to
continue our partnership by becoming
my State Director of Agriculture, a po-
sition he has fulfilled with distinction
and widely-held respect.

Don has served the people of Idaho
above and beyond the call of duty,
meeting more farmers and community
leaders than any of his peers and prob-
ably has logged enough miles on his
pickup truck to circumnavigate the
world several times. The patience and
understanding of his wife Georgia, his
four children, and extended family for
his work is a testament to Don’s com-
mitment to service and leadership in
eastern Idaho’s agriculture commu-
nity.

Don’s generosity and good-natured
approach to life and work is also re-
flected in his induction into the East-
ern Idaho Agriculture Hall of Fame. He
is a valued counselor and friend of my
entire family. I salute him on the ac-
complishment of this high honor. I
know you and my colleagues in the
Senate join me in offering our con-
gratulations to Don Dixon.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

BUNNING). The Senator from California.
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I thank

my colleagues who were able to work
out time back and forth on various
issues.
f

NOMINATIONS OF MARSHA
BERZON AND RICHARD PAEZ

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I had the
privilege to address the Senate for
about 15 minutes on the quality of two
wonderful Ninth Circuit court nomi-
nees who are coming up for cloture
votes today at 5 o’clock. I am very
hopeful we can, in fact, shut off debate
on this and get to the votes themselves
tomorrow.

These are two excellent people, won-
derful human beings, wonderful family
members. Their families and they have
gone through a difficult time because
they have been kind of twisting in the
wind—for 2 years, in Marsha’s case; in
Richard’s case, for 4 years—while
awaiting this moment. I hope if they
are watching today, they feel as opti-
mistic as do I that hopefully it is going
to have a happy ending.
f

CEDAW

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today is
International Women’s Day. To all you
women out there, and men who care
about women, happy International
Women’s Day.

I think it is very fitting on Inter-
national Women’s Day to discuss a
treaty this Senate should ratify, but
has not ratified in over 20 years. This
treaty, signed by President Carter, al-
most made it to the Senate floor some
6 years ago when it was voted favor-
ably out of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. Unfortunately, it was never
brought up. The treaty is called
CEDAW. It stands for the Convention
on the Elimination of all Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women.

This is a treaty that has been nick-
named the Magna Carta for women be-
cause it essentially gives basic human
rights to women all over the world.
That is why 165 nations, all of our al-
lies and friends in the world, have in
fact ratified it. But we haven’t ratified
it. One might say, well, who hasn’t
ratified it? I am sorry to say, we are
standing with such stalwarts of democ-
racy as Iran, North Korea, Sudan, and
Somalia. We don’t belong in that com-
pany. This country is, in fact, a leader
of human rights. It is really an embar-
rassment that we have not brought
that treaty to the Senate floor.

I wrote a resolution that calls on the
Senate to ask the Foreign Relations
Committee to hold a hearing on
CEDAW. It now has 25 cosponsors, in-
cluding Republicans. It is very simple.
It expresses the sense of the Senate
that the U.S. Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations—that is a com-
mittee on which I serve—should hold
hearings, and the Senate should act on
CEDAW, should take action on this
convention to eliminate all forms of
discrimination against women. The
resolution goes through why this trea-
ty is so important. It talks about how
important it is that CEDAW be en-
acted: because it would help give
women equal rights, equal opportunity,
equal education; it would help them
get protection against violence. We
know that happens all over the world
where women don’t have equal rights.
And it would give us the clout, if you
will, the portfolio to be stronger as a
world leader.

The bottom line of this is that today
I asked the Democratic leadership to
ask unanimous consent to bring this
resolution that I wrote to the floor.
The resolution doesn’t say ratify this
convention. It simply says to the For-
eign Relations Committee, please hold
hearings.

It was objected to by the other side
of the aisle because they don’t want to
have this hearing. I will discuss that
because it is with great respect that I
bring up these differences between the
two sides of the aisle. The chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee, with
whom I have a wonderful relationship,
a very good working relationship, took
to the floor of the Senate today. He un-
equivocally stated—and when he wants
to be unequivocal, he can—that he will
not hold hearings on the Convention to
Eliminate all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women. And he explained why.
I totally respect his right to have this
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