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March 9, 2000

The arrested dissidents and their
courageous supporters deserve our full
backing, and the administration’s, in
their historic struggle to bring democ-
racy to China. In light of China’s still
deteriorating human rights record, I
urge the administration to make all ef-
forts necessary to pass its resolution in
Geneva. Past experience has dem-
onstrated that, when the United States
has applied sustained pressure, the Chi-
nese authorities have responded in
ways that signal their willingness to
engage on the issue of human rights.
This pressure needs to be exercised
now.

By ensuring that this resolution be
placed on the agenda of the full Human
Rights Commission, and enlisting sup-
port of the resolution and soliciting co-
sponsors of it by other governments,
the United States can truly ‘‘shine an
international spotlight directly on Chi-
na’s human rights practices’” through
“international action,” and not just
pay it lip service. The US must dem-
onstrate its true commitment to secur-
ing China’s adherence to human rights
standards.

It is time for the United States to
provide the leadership on which the
people of China depend. We must take
action to get this important resolution
passed. The UN Human Rights Com-
mission is the major international
body which oversees the human rights
conditions of all states. Getting this
resolution placed on the agenda of the
full Human Rights Commission will
foster substantive debate on human
rights in China and Tibet.

As Americans, we must take action
and lead the international effort to
condemn the human rights situation in
China and Tibet. I hope my colleagues
will join me in passing this resolution.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 272—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED

STATES SHOULD REMAIN AC-
TIVELY ENGAGED IN SOUTH-
EASTERN EUROPE TO PROMOTE
LONG-TERM PEACE, STABILITY,
AND PROSPERITY; CONTINUE TO
VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE THE BRU-
TAL REGIME OF SLOBODAN
MILOSEVIC WHILE SUPPORTING
THE EFFORTS OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC OPPOSITION; AND FULLY
IMPLEMENT THE STABILITY
PACT

Mr. VOINOVICH submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 272

Whereas the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation’s (NATO’s) March 24, 1999 through
June 10, 1999 bombing of the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia focused the attention of the
international community on southeastern
Europe;

Whereas the international community, in
particular the United States and the Euro-
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pean Union, made a commitment at the con-
clusion of the bombing campaign to inte-
grate southeastern Europe into the broader
European community;

Whereas there is an historic opportunity
for the international community to help the
people of southeastern Europe break the
cycle of violence, retribution, and revenge
and move towards respect for minority
rights, establishment of the rule of law, and
the further development of democratic gov-
ernments;

Whereas the Stability Pact was established
in July 1999 with the goal of promoting co-
operation among the countries of south-
eastern Europe, with a focus on long-term
political stability and peace, security, de-
mocratization, and economic reconstruction
and development;

Whereas the effective implementation of
the Stability Pact is important to the long-
term peace and stability in the region;

Whereas the people and Government of the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
have a positive record of respect for minority
rights, the rule of law, and democratic tradi-
tions since independence;

Whereas the people of Croatia have re-
cently elected leaders that respect minority
rights, the rule of law, and democratic tradi-
tions;

Whereas positive developments in the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
the Republic of Croatia will clearly indicate
to the people of Serbia that economic
progress and integration into the inter-
national community is only possible if
Milosevic is removed from power; and

Whereas the Republic of Slovenia con-
tinues to serve as a model for the region as
it moves closer to European Union and
NATO membership: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes the tide of democratic change
in southeastern Europe, particularly the free
and fair elections in Croatia, and the re-
gional cooperation taking place under the
umbrella of the Stability Pact;

(2) recognizes that in this trend, the re-
gime of Slobodan Milosevic is ever more an
anomaly, the only government in the region
not democratically elected, and an obstacle
to peace and neighborly relations in the re-
gion;

(3) expresses its sense that the United
States cannot have normal relations with
Belgrade as long as the Milosevic regime is
in power;

(4) views Slobodan Milosevic as a brutal in-
dicted war criminal, responsible for immeas-
urable bloodshed, ethnic hatred, and human
rights abuses in southeastern Europe in re-
cent years;

(5) considers international sanctions an es-
sential tool to isolate the Milosevic regime
and promote democracy, and urges the Ad-
ministration to intensify, focus, and expand
those sanctions that most effectively target
the regime and its key supporters;

(6) supports strongly the efforts of the Ser-
bian people to establish a democratic gov-
ernment and endorses their call for early,
free, and fair elections;

(7) looks forward to establishing a normal
relationship with a new democratic govern-
ment in Serbia, which will permit an end to
Belgrade’s isolation and the opportunity to
restore the historically friendly relations be-
tween the Serbian and American people;

(8) expresses the readiness of the Senate,
once there is a democratic government in
Serbia, to review conditions for Serbia’s full
reintegration into the international commu-
nity;

(9) expresses its readiness to assist a future
democratic government in Serbia to build a
democratic, peaceful, and prosperous soci-
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ety, based on the same principle of respect
for international obligations, as set out by
the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) and the United Na-
tions, which guide the relations of the
United States with other countries in south-
eastern Europe;

(10) calls upon the United States and other
Western democracies to publicly announce
and demonstrate to the Serbian people the
magnitude of assistance they could expect
after democratization; and

(11) recognizes the progress in democratic
and market reform made by Montenegro,
which can serve as a model for Serbia, and
urges a peaceful resolution of political dif-
ferences over the abrogation of Montenegro’s
rights under the federal constitution.

SENATE RESOLUTION 273—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
MARCH 11, 2000, AS “NATIONAL
GIRL SCOUT WEEK”

Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. HATCH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BOND, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Mr.
HELMS, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
DOMENICI, and Ms. COLLINS) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 273

Whereas March 12, 2000, is the 88th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Girl Scouts of the
United States of America;

Whereas on March 16, 1950, the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America became the
first national organization for girls to be
granted a Federal charter by Congress;

Whereas through annual reports required
to be submitted to Congress by its charter,
the Girl Scouts of the United States of
America regularly informs Congress of its
progress and program initiatives;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America is dedicated to inspiring
girls and young women with the highest
ideals of character, conduct, and service to
others so that they may become model citi-
zens in their communities;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America offers girls aged 5 through
17 a variety of opportunities to develop
strong values and life skills and provides a
wide range of activities to meet girls’ inter-
ests and needs;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America has a membership of near-
1y 3,000,000 girls and over 900,000 adult volun-
teers, and is one of the preeminent organiza-
tions in the United States committed to
girls growing strong in mind, body, and spir-
it; and

Whereas by fostering in girls and young
women the qualities on which the strength
of the United States depends, the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America, for 88 years,
has significantly contributed to the advance-
ment of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning March
11, 2000, as ‘‘National Girl Scout Week’’; and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation designating the week beginning
March 11, 2000, as ‘‘National Girl Scout
Week’” and calling on the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.
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