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not permit lynching, it was protected and
carried out by legal officeholders. As time
passed, we made progress, and I doubt if lec-
tures or threats from foreigners would have
moved things faster.

Democracy, including rights for workers,
is an evolutionary process. Isolation and
containment will not promote improved
rights for a people. Rather, working together
and from within a society will, over time,
promote improved conditions. The United
States-China WTO agreement will speed up
the evolutionary process in China. American
labor should support it because it is in our
interest, and it is the interests of Chinese
workers too.

———

RYAN WHITE COMPREHENSIVE
AIDS RESOURCES EMERGENCY
ACT

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to briefly discuss a reauthoriza-
tion bill introduced yesterday by Sen-
ators JEFFORDS and KENNEDY, the Ryan
White CARE Act Amendments of 2000,
S. 2311. This legislation is very impor-
tant in that it will help to continue to
improve the quality and availability of
care for low-income, uninsured, and
under insured individuals and families
affected by AIDS and HIV disease. I am
pleased to be a cosponsor of this initia-
tive.

Ryan White died on April 8, 1990 at
age 18. He was a prime example of
someone whose own community re-
jected him when he was only 13 years
old because of his health status. As a
result of his courageous battle to at-
tend public school in Indiana, we all
learned and understood more about
AIDS. Ryan White played a major role
in changing people’s views concerning
the disease and AIDS patients.
Through his actions, he conveyed the
importance of education and awareness
to combat the spread of this deadly dis-
ease. Even after his death, the story of
his courageous battle with AIDS con-
tinues to impact the common man. His
legacy lives on through the Ryan
White CARE Act.

This reauthorization provides us the
opportunity to improve this bipartisan
legislation to adequately care for those
persons affected with AIDS and HIV.
As noted by Ryan’s mother, Jeanne,
“We have come a long way since
Ryan’s death, but we still have so far
to go.” Although the number of AIDS
cases continues to decline each year,
the number of HIV-positive individuals
continues to grow at an alarming rate.
This legislation would expand the du-
ties of the Planning Council, provide
for a Quality Management Program,
establish requirements for heath care

referral relationships, fund early inter-
vention services, and improve re-
sources for infants, children, and

women. Until a cure is found, the Ryan
White CARE Act will continue to be
the ‘“‘payer of last resort” for thou-
sands of individuals who otherwise can-
not afford health care or basic subsist-
ence needs. In my home State of Rhode
Island, $3,463,706 of Ryan White CARE
funding was provided during fiscal year
1999 to ensure access to life-sustaining
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drugs and other critical health and so-
cial services for those individuals af-
fected with AIDS and HIV.

Because AIDS and HIV is a national
problem, it deserves national atten-
tion. I look forward to working with
my colleagues in the Senate Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions Com-
mittee to make further enhancements
and improvements to the bill. Specifi-
cally, I understand my colleague, Sen-
ator BINGAMAN, has been working on a
provision that would allow more states
to have access to dental care grant
funding under Part F of the act. I be-
lieve this is a very important issue for
individuals with HIV and AIDS and

hope this provision will be incor-
porated into the overall bill.
————
ANTI-DEMOCRATIC ACTIONS IN
BELARUS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak today about the dramatically de-
teriorating situation in Belarus. As of
Sunday, March 26, more than 100 oppo-
sition activists remained in custody
after a rally on Saturday that turned
from a peaceful event into a dem-
onstration that saw police clubbing
protesters with nightsticks, hitting
journalists covering the event and
sending armored cars into Central
Minsk. More than 500 people were de-
tained, most of whom were not for-
mally charged until Monday. This is
only one of the examples of how, in
Belarus, the Lukashenka regime con-
tinues to try to suppress the will of the
people.

In November, Senator CAMPBELL and
I introduced a resolution condemning
the Lukashenka regime and its actions
towards the country. The sad reality is
that Belarus is being left behind while
the rest of Europe is building a founda-
tion of democratic governance, respect
for human rights, and the rule of law.

Since 1996, President Lukashenka has
been responsible for numerous uncon-
stitutional steps. He unilaterally ex-
tended his term until 2001 after he
promised to hold democratic elections
in 1999. He replaced the 13th Supreme
Soviet with a rubberstamp parliament
and he rewrote the country’s constitu-
tion.

Belarus has turned into a country
where those who choose to participate
in civil society by speaking truth to
power must do so at great risk to their
freedom, and even their lives, under
Lukashenka’s rule. Two prominent op-
position figures—General Yuri
ZaKkharenko and Viktor Gonchar—as
well as another associate, Anatoly
Krasovsky, have disappeared. Many of
the people arrested on March 25 as well
as other peaceful protesters were mem-
bers of the opposition.

Belarus’ economy is apparently im-
ploding and neighboring countries, Po-
land, Lithuania, and Latvia, are con-
cerned about regional instability.

Our resolution condemns the arrest
of opposition figures and the disappear-
ance of others; calls for a dialogue be-
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tween Lukashenka and the opposition;
calls for the restoration of a democrat-
ically-elected government and demo-
cratic institutions; calls on the U.S.
President to fund travel by Belarusian
opposition figures and non-govern-
mental organizations in Belarus; and
supports information flows into
Belarus.

Belarus is not making progress. We
must do what we can to sustain the re-
markable progress of the other coun-
tries that have transformed themselves
into fully democratic market democ-
racies, and encourage the development
of a democracy in Belarus.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, on
March 25, Belarusian authorities harsh-
ly suppressed a pro-democracy dem-
onstration in the capital of Minsk, ar-
resting and detaining hundreds of
peaceful protestors, including nearly 30
domestic and foreign journalists. Riot
police, deployed with dogs and armored
personnel carriers, used excessive force
against some peaceful demonstrators.

Among those detained and beaten
was democratic opposition leader
Anatoly Lebedka, Deputy Chairman of
the 13th Supreme Soviet. Many of my
Senate colleagues met Mr. Lebedka
last September when I introduced him
right here on the Senate floor. Mr.
Lebedka was just in Washington earlier
this month to testify at a Helsinki
Commission hearing about the deterio-
rating situation in Belarus.

Based on information I obtained from
the State Department, I am advised
that Anatoly Lebedka was arrested by
plainclothes police during the dem-
onstration, kept in detention, and re-
portedly beaten over the course of two
days. He spent most of Monday in a po-
lice van outside the courthouse await-
ing trial, but was released at 5:00 p.m.
His trial has been scheduled for April 4.

Mr. President, the harsh overreaction
by the authorities to this peaceful
demonstration represents a clear viola-
tion of the freedom of association, as-
sembly, and information guaranteed
both by the Belarusian constitution
and OSCE agreements. In addition, the
Belarusian authorities detained a U.S.
citizen who is an accredited diplomat
and a member of the OSCE Advisory
and Monitoring Group in Belarus, and
who was observing the demonstration
in line with his official responsibilities.
This action also violates international
conventions.

It appears that the green light for
the most recent crackdown was given
by Belarusian President Lukashenka,
who praised the police for their ac-
tions. Reports indicate that earlier this
month, he cautioned that the riot po-
lice will “‘beat the stuffing out’ of any
protestor who ‘‘gets out of line.”

Unfortunately, the suppression by
the Belarusian authorities of peaceful
protest, along with the sentencing last
week of a prominent member of the op-
position, does nothing to encourage a
constructive dialogue with the demo-
cratic opposition that can lead Belarus
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