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save those handicapped people, to de-
velop training mechanisms and re-
sponse to enter those buildings, to res-
cue those people from floods and torna-
does and earthquakes. But unfortu-
nately, my colleagues, again largely on
the minority side, said to me, “If you
keep that in, we can’t support your
amendment.”” And so as a result, I
pulled that provision from my amend-
ment and I had to offer the amendment
in an amended form with only the $100
million of funding.

Mr. Speaker, I hope our colleagues,
in reading both my statement last
Thursday and my comments here to-
night, understand what really hap-
pened with the provision for CDBG. It
was not an attempt to undermine the
CDBG program. It was not an attempt
to get our foot in the door, as one of
my colleagues said. Mr. Speaker, there
is no better way to help poor people
than to provide life safety for poor peo-
ple. Today HUD has a system of meas-
ures that do not make sense, that are
ridiculous, that are outrageous, as I
just cited in two instances are a gross
waste of taxpayers’ money. I think, Mr.
Speaker, the program needed reform
and I will continue this effort, hope-
fully with my colleagues’ support. Mr.
Speaker, again I want to thank our col-
leagues who voted for the amendment.
For those who did not I would ask
them to reconsider. I now want to
focus the attention of our colleagues
on the other body.

Mr. Speaker, we need to create an
awareness among our Senate col-
leagues that this issue is extremely im-
portant. I would ask my colleagues to
lobby the leaders in the other body on
the need to move this legislation to
provide this $100 million of funding. On
the way home from Washington last
week, Mr. Speaker, I had the pleasure
of a phone conversation with a distin-
guished Senator from Delaware, BILL
ROTH, who this year is chairman of the
Congressional Fire and EMS Caucus
which I formed 13 years ago. Senator
ROTH has said that he will champion
this issue in the Senate and even
though Senator LOTT has said he will
not bring up an emergency supple-
mental bill as an individual piece of
legislation, Senator ROTH has said he
will champion the amendment that I
offered as a separate freestanding ef-
fort in the Senate. Mr. Speaker, we
need our colleagues to use every bit of
energy to convince every member of
the other body to support Senator
ROTH’s efforts in moving this $100 mil-
lion piece of legislation through in a
very quick and timely manner. I would
encourage our colleagues to enlist the
support of their constituents all across
America.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUYKENDALL). The Chair must remind
the gentleman that he is to not ask for
action in the other body.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. I am
asking our colleagues, Mr. Speaker, to
respond. I am not asking for action in
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the other body. I am asking our col-
leagues to use their influence and their
influence with other individuals to sup-
port legislation that we have passed
here.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman should refrain from urging any
particular action on the part of the
Senate.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. I am
not asking the Senate to do anything,
Mr. Speaker. I am asking our col-
leagues who are in the House to take
appropriate action. I am not chal-
lenging the other body to do anything.
If the parliamentarian would listen to
my statement, I am challenging the
Members of this body who happen to be
our colleagues in the House to take ac-
tion and support the legislation we
passed last Thursday.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, so I do not get the Parliamen-
tarian upset again, I will just say that
to all of our colleagues who supported
the amendment last week, I would en-
courage them to continue to exert
their full influence in having the legis-
lation that we passed not just leave
this body quickly with the support of
the Speaker, but to also be joined in a
bipartisan effort to become law. I
would urge our Members to use their
voice to convey that message to their
constituents all across America, be-
cause passage in this body is not
enough. It is a nice message, it is a
great win, but it does not, in fact, be-
come law until the entire process is
completed.

So, Mr. Speaker, I encourage our col-
leagues to use their voices with their
constituents and interact with their
constituents across America to get the
message of the importance of fire and
life safety across this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, again I want to thank
all of our colleagues on both sides of
the aisle for their actions. I want to
thank them for their support. This
measure is historic. It is an unprece-
dented event and is one that I hope will
eventually become law, and with the
support of the Nation’s First Respond-
ers, I am confident that will happen.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DIAZ-BALART (at the request of
Mr. ARMEY) for today on account of of-
ficial business in his district.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. BALDWIN, for 5 minutes, today.
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. WU, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BARCIA, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mrs. THURMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina)
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material:)

Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
April 11.

Mr. METCALF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. KELLY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, today.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 46 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, April 5, 2000, at 10
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6931. A letter from the Chief, Programs and
Legislation Division, Office of Legislative
Liaison, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting the Secretarial Determination To Tem-
porarily Waive The Applicability Of 10 U.S.C.
Subsection 2466(a); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

6932. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Force Management Policy, Department of
Defense, transmitting the annual report on
Access and Purchase Restrictions in Over-
seas Commissionary and Exchange Stores; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

6933. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule— Loans in Areas Having
Special Flood Hazards—received January 21,
2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices.

6934. A letter from the Office of Postsec-
ondary Education, Department of Education,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers To TUse
Technology (RIN: 1840-AC81) received Janu-
ary 21, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

6935. A letter from the Chairman, Board of
Trustees, Harry S. Truman Scholarship
Foundation, transmitting the Foundation’s
annual report for 1999, pursuant to 20 U.S.C.
2012(b); to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

6936. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Administration, Executive Office of
the President, transmitting the White House
personnel report for the fiscal year 1999, pur-
suant to 3 U.S.C. 113; to the Committee on
Government Reform.

6937. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a report of surplus real property
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