S2100

grants for plan implementation and au-
thorize annual appropriations in the
amount of $25 million. I am also hope-
ful that when this bill goes to con-
ference, this authorization can be in-
creased to $50 million. With such an in-
crease areas will be able to upgrade
sewage treatment plants, fix combined
sewer overflows, control urban
stormwater discharges, and reduce pol-
luted runoff into estuarine areas.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Monday,
April 3, 2000, the Federal debt stood at
$5,750,620,100,381.36 (Five trillion, seven
hundred fifty billion, six hundred twen-
ty million, one hundred thousand,
three hundred eighty-one dollars and
thirty-six cents).

Five years ago, April 3, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,873,481,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred seventy-
three billion, four hundred eighty-one
million).

Ten years ago, April 3, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,092,175,000,000
(Three trillion, ninety-two billion, one
hundred seventy-five million).

Fifteen years ago, April 3, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,738,155,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred thirty-
eight billion, one hundred fifty-five

million).
Twenty-five years ago, April 3, 1975,
the Federal debt stood at

$504,572,000,000 (Five hundred four bil-
lion, five hundred seventy-two million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $5 trillion—$5,246,048,100,381.36
(Five ftrillion, two hundred forty-six
billion, forty-eight million, one hun-
dred thousand, three hundred eighty-
one dollars and thirty-six cents) during
the past 25 years.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNITION OF GREG HART,
TEACHER AT SKYLINE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL

e Mr. GORTON. Mr. President,
throughout my great State of Wash-
ington, there are thousands of gifted
students who need some extra time and
attention to help further their talents.
At Skyline Elementary in Ferndale, a
teacher by the name of Greg Hart, has
turned a program created by the school
district into a tremendous success and
created an environment where gifted
students can excel. For his achieve-
ments with gifted students in the Aim-
ing High program, I am proud to award
him with my next “Innovation in Edu-
cation” Award.

The Aiming High program consists of
students from all over the Ferndale
School Districts for gifted students in
the top 1 to 2-percent of the district
and was created by the Ferndale
School District to encourage highly ca-
pable students to develop critical
thinking and analytical skills, act re-
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sponsibly and respectfully, and pro-
mote positive self-esteem. Mr. Hart’s
classes consists of fifth and sixth grade
students.

Both the Ferndale Superintendent
and Skyline Principal believe that Mr.
Hart is the driving force behind the
success of this program. One of the
ways Mr. Hart improves student learn-
ing is by tackling issues of national
and historical importance. Students
must work together on research
projects and give presentations to their
classmates. One of the most recent
projects was by two students who fo-
cused on race in the United States and
how it was manifested on the baseball
field. Mr. Hart believes that by empow-
ering children, they become better
learners and have the confidence to
tackle topics and develop skills well-
beyond their grade level.

Superintendent Roger Lenhert de-
scribes Mr. Hart as the model of an
ideal teacher. His energy in the class-
room motivates his students to not
only to advance in their studies, but to
also pursue goals and interests outside
of the classroom. Mr. Hart also encour-
ages his students to act responsibly
and to treat others with respect.

Mr. Hart’s students succeed in aca-
demic competitions, both under his tu-
telage and after, and he continue to
guide his students well after they left
the elementary school. I am told by Dr.
Berres that it is not uncommon to see
Mr. Hart’s old students coming by his
classroom to visit him and to update
him on their current achievements. It
is clear by the visits of his former stu-
dents and praising words of the super-
intendent and principal that Mr. Hart
makes an enormous impact on his stu-
dents.

Educators like Greg Hart -clearly
demonstrate that it is the people that
know our children’s names—their par-
ents, their teachers, their administra-
tors, and their school board members—
who will make the best decisions about
their education. I applaud Mr. Hart’s
hard work and dedication to his stu-
dents and I hope my colleagues will
join me in recognizing his outstanding
contribution to education.e

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID AND
DOREEN HERMELIN

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize an extraordinary
couple from my home state of Michi-
gan. David and Doreen Hermelin will
be given the Dream Maker Award and
the Rabbi Jacob Segal Award by Hillel
Day School of Metropolitan Detroit on
June 6, 2000.

It is truly fitting that among the
honors David and Doreen will receive is
the Dream Maker Award. The Award is
given to those who have demonstrated
an extraordinary commitment to the
community and especially to Jewish
education. It can be fairly said that
David and Doreen are ‘‘Dream Mak-
ers,” because they both have com-
mitted so much of their lives to mak-
ing people’s dreams come true.
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One of David Hermelin’s mottos is
“The harder you work, the luckier you
get.” Thanks to his and Doreen’s hard
work, countless people in Metro De-
troit have found themselves wealthy in
luck as well. David and Doreen have
opened their home for hundreds of
charitable fundraisers, and their efforts
on behalf of these good causes do not
stop with opening their front door.
They both have personally raised tens
of millions of dollars for organizations
that serve people in need in Michigan
and in Israel as well. David’s reputa-
tion as a fundraiser has become so
widely recognized, in fact, that he has
been known to joke that people
wouldn’t recognize him if his hand was
in his pocket. But as he often notes, he
asks people to contribute their time or
talents to those in need ‘‘not until it
hurts, but until it feels good.” Maybe
that’s the secret to David and Doreen’s
seemingly endless capacity for helping
others—it truly does feel good.

Added to all of their other accom-
plishments, David just finished an ex-
traordinary tour as U.S. Ambassador to
Norway. He and Doreen made a very
positive impact on our relations with
this great ally. They played a major
role in arranging for a United States
Presidential visit, the first in a long
time, and when my wife Barbara and I
visited Norway, it was obvious from ev-
eryone we met that our country could
not have selected a greater representa-
tive and symbol of what we stand for.

David and Doreen Hermelin’s com-
mitment to helping others is truly wor-
thy of recognition, not only by Hillel
Day School of Metropolitan Detroit
but also by all of us. I know my col-
leagues will join me in offering them
congratulations on this special occa-
sion and a heartfelt thank you for all
that they have done.®

——————

RECOGNIZING THE HUMANITARIAN
WORK OF MR. JAMES KELLY IN
MOLDOVA

e Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I am
pleased to have this opportunity to rec-
ognize one of my constituents, Mr.
James Kelley of Fort Wayne, Indiana,
for his humanitarian work in the coun-
try of Moldova.

Moldova is a small country located
between Ukraine and Romania.
Throughout the Cold War it was a part
of the Soviet Union but recently gained
its independence from the USSR on Au-
gust 27, 1991. The United States has
supported Moldova in its journey to-
ward democracy and sovereignty.

I met with Moldovan President Petru
Lucinschi last year in Washington. We
discussed some of the challenges facing
the newly independent Moldova. Our
meeting revolved around U.S. security
assistance including counter-prolifera-
tion training, efforts to combat orga-
nized crime and border security train-
ing. We also discussed our cooperation
to prevent the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction. The United States
and Moldova have enjoyed a positive
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track record of cooperation, and I am
hopeful that this relationship will con-
tinue.

Of the many challenges for this new
country, two of the most pressing are
economic growth and the health of the
Moldovan people. In an effort to create
economic growth in the region, Mr.
Kelley established a grain business in
Moldova’s farm communities. With a
purchase of a grain elevator he pro-
vided opportunity for many farmers to
market their crops. This effort to bol-
ster a local economy will assist in re-
lieving the financial burden many fam-
ilies face in these rural communities.

In an effort to address the pressing
health care needs of this nation, Mr.
Kelley recently led a group of Fort
Wayne area health professionals to
Moldova. The team of trained physi-
cians, nurses and health care profes-
sionals performed necessary surgeries,
administered treatments, delivered
medical equipment, supplies and medi-
cines to the Republican Hospital in
Chisinau.

I commend Mr. Kelley for his energy
and commitment to helping the people
of Moldova. His leadership and selfless
dedication to helping others have made
a difference in this small country.

Good relationships between the
United States and former Soviet repub-
lics, such as Moldova, enhance the se-
curity of the United States. I am
pleased to recognize the contributions
of a fellow Hoosier in this important
effort.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO RABBI PHILIP
LAZOWSKI

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a man who,
for 45 years, has served the Greater
Hartford community with honor and
distinction. On April 9, 2000 the friends
of Beth Hillel Synagogue will mark the
retirement of Rabbi Philip Lazowski at
a dinner celebration in his honor.

Since accepting the position of Spir-
itual Leader at Congregation Beth Sho-
lom in 1955, Rabbi Lazowski has helped
the families of his congregation find
strength through the principles of
faith, humility, determination, forgive-
ness, and service. As the congregation
has grown to include hundreds of fami-
lies and take the name Beth Hillel Syn-
agogue, Rabbi Lazowski has continued
to impart his wisdom on these prin-
ciples with the same energy and enthu-
siasm that has been his trademark.
Through a number of books and inter-
faith efforts, Rabbi Lazowski has
earned a lofty position within the
state’s distinguished history of spir-
itual leaders.

A survivor of the Holocaust, Rabbi
Lazowski has also left his mark on the
countless young people across the re-
gion who have heard him speak about
his childhood in Poland during World
War II. From the town of Belitza to the
Dvorets ghetto to more than a year of
hiding in the woods, his story has reso-
nated within the youth of the commu-
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nity. With his many talks and presen-
tations on this dark chapter of human
history, Rabbi Lazowski has embraced
his obligation to history and has prov-
en that the light of truth can dispel all
shadow.

For more than a quarter century,
Rabbi Lazowski has served as Chaplain
for the Hartford Police Department
and has recently been named Chaplain
for the Connecticut State Senate. His
commitment to the spiritual health,
not only of his congregation but all of
the Greater Hartford area, is truly be-
yond question. Although he will be re-
tiring from his position as Spiritual
Leader of Beth Hillel Synagogue, 1
have every confidence that he will re-
main active as leader, educator and
friend to the people of Connecticut.

Rabbi Lazowski stands as a shining
example of the type of selfless indi-
vidual that keeps our communities vi-
brant. It is with great pleasure that I
formally extend to him my very best
wishes on this special day.e

————

COMMENDING GENE R. “ROCKY”’
ROCCABRUNA

e Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, on
March 15, 2000, Gene R. ‘“‘Rocky”
Roccabruna retired as Director of the
State of Wyoming’s Department of
Transportation. Mr. Roccabruna
stepped down from his position after
rendering more than 30 years of out-
standing public service. I regret his de-
parture in the sense that it is indeed a
loss to both the agency he headed and
to the traveling public at large. But at
the same time, I wish to extend, on be-
half of my state’s Congressional dele-
gation, our gratitude for a job well
done and our sincerest wishes for a
long and happy retirement.

Mr. Roccabruna’s retirement rep-
resents a milestone in Wyoming high-
way history as he was the last active
Department of Transportation em-
ployee whose association with the
agency dated back to the beginning of
Interstate Highway System in 1956.
After starting as an engineer trainee,
he earned steady promotions and soon
was in charge of multi-million dollar
highway construction contracts. Sev-
eral sections of Interstate 80 were built
under his supervision and that road has
since become not only Wyoming’s busi-
est highway but a major artery for
transcontinental commerce as well.

Mr. Roccabruna left the employ of
state government to start his own con-
tracting business but later returned
and went on to hold several managerial
positions within the Department of
Transportation. His reputation grew
along with his responsibilities. He be-
came widely recognized for abilities as
a good listener and consensus builder.
For these and numerous other good
reasons, Wyoming Gov. Jim Geringer
appointed him in December 1996 to
head the Department, which is the
largest Wyoming state agency. During
the past three-plus years, I, Senator
ENzI and Representative CUBIN, and our
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staffs, have had numerous opportuni-
ties to work with Mr. Roccabruna on
many important state and national
transportation issues. His advice was
particularly valuable when we helped
craft the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century, and his contribu-
tions will provide benefits well into the
future. While I look forward to a con-
tinuing good relationship with the Wy-
oming DOT under its new director,
Sleeter C. Dover, I take this oppor-
tunity to again say thanks to Mr.
Roccabruna for dedicating so much of
his time and talents to making trans-
portation more efficient, more enjoy-
able and safer for Wyoming residents
and the entire traveling public.e

———

256TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
OSHKOSH SENIORS CENTER

e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 25th Anniver-
sary of the Oshkosh Seniors Center.
Since its beginnings in a single room at
the First Presbyterian Church in 1975,
the Oshkosh Seniors Center has grown
to occupy the present site at 200 North
Campbell Road.

Friends of the Oshkosh Seniors Cen-
ter were crucial to the success of rais-
ing $500,000 of the $1.2 million needed to
build the beautiful facility on Camp-
bell Road. The Friends of the Center,
on behalf of the City of Oshkosh,
worked unfailingly to realize what has
become a first class center for senior
citizens. They remain committed to
meeting the demands of the continuing
growth of the Center. Just as the dedi-
cation of the Friends of the Center has
remained steadfast, the staff and vol-
unteers of the Oshkosh Seniors Center
have never wavered from its stated
mission in 1975 ‘‘to become a multi-pur-
pose seniors center.”

The center meets the social, physical
and emotional needs of senior citizens
in the Oshkosh community by pro-
viding inter-generational, social, rec-
reational, cultural and volunteer op-
portunities. These goals are supported
by more than one hundred programs
and activities in arts and crafts, fine
arts, continuing education, games and
recreation, community services, sup-
port groups, health and wellness, and
other events. These offerings have been
delivered at the center and at several
locations in the area to thousands of
people during the past year.

It is through the efforts of the cen-
ter’s Director, Sue Kreibich, staff
members and countless volunteers who
work diligently to make certain the
Oshkosh Seniors Center continues to
offer opportunities that allows senior
citizens of the Oshkosh community to
remain active and involved.

The center will observe its twenty-
fifth anniversary during the week of
April 2nd by announcing the inaugura-
tion of the Oshkosh Seniors Center En-
dowment Fund. This Fund will allow
the organization to meet the needs of
expansion to accommodate the sub-
stantial growth that continues at the
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