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let go of its subject nations, the Cold
War that had dominated international
politics was supplanted with a rap-
prochement between the East and the
West. The winds of change that
brought democracy to former com-
munist nations, people now hoped with
visit the lands administered by ‘‘our
dictators’’ in such places as South Afri-
ca, Indonesia and Turkey.

We all know that South Africa has
made its transition to democracy. And
just last year, the official world wel-
comed one of its smallest nations to
the fold, the people of East Timor. But
the Kurds, the Kurds, thus far, have
been kept off of this forward march to-
ward liberty. The adversaries of the
Kurds and their misguided friends have
managed to define them as the misfits
of the world. But this cause of liberty
is a just one, and the veil of oppression
over the Kurds must come down.

There was a time when the prospects
of peace and reconciliation between the
Kurds and the Turks almost became a
reality. In October 1991, the country
held a general election. Twenty-two
Kurds were elected to the Turkish par-
liament. The names I mentioned when
I first began tonight, Leyla Zana,
Hatip Dicle, Orhan Dogan and Selim
Sadak were part of that group. Hopes
were raised that these newly and duly
elected representatives would be the
mediators with the Turks and peace
and justice might once again come to
the land of the Kurds.

But these hopes were dashed when
Mehmet Sincar, a newly-elect Kurdish
member of the parliament, was mur-
dered in broad daylight on September
3, 1993. One year later, 6 Kurdish parlia-
mentarians were arrested for their ad-
vocacy of a peaceful resolution of the
Kurdish question. Six others, who were
feeling the sword of Damocles hanging
on their shoulders, fled abroad to seek
political asylum in Europe, and the re-
maining nine Kurdish deputies in the
parliament either resigned from their
posts or changed parties to save their
lives.

An all-out war was then declared
with devastating results. Turkish
troops using American weapons wanted
to silence the Kurdish resistance once
and for all. The Kurdish cease-fire of-
fers were spurned. The Kurdish vil-
lagers were forced to either take up
arms against their family members,
the Kurdish rebels, or face the con-
sequences of the destruction of their
villages. Over 3,400 villages have been
destroyed; 37,000 people, mostly Kurds,
have been killed; 3 million Kurds have
become refugees.

Mr. Speaker, 3 years ago our distin-
guished colleague from Illinois (Mr.
PORTER) sent out a ‘‘Dear Colleague’’
letter which was signed by 153 Members
of the 105th Congress to President Clin-
ton urging him to intervene on behalf
of Leyla Zana. A year later, in fact, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. PORTER)
visited her in Turkish prison and urged
the Turkish authorities to do the same.
Unfortunately, nothing came of these

efforts. Her imprisonment continues
and the intransigence of the Turks is
still at an all-time high.

The Porter letter, which was dated
October 30, 1997 addresses some of the
concerns of the resolution I have intro-
duced in this Congress, and I would
like to read that ‘‘Dear Colleague’’ for
the RECORD.

It states: ‘‘Dear Mr. President: We
want to draw your attention to the
tragic situation of Leyla Zana, the
first Kurdish woman ever elected to
the Turkish parliament. Mrs. Zana,
who is the mother of two children, was
chosen to represent the Kurdish city of
Diyarbakir by an overwhelming margin
in October 1991. She was arrested by
Turkish authorities in March of 1994 in
the Parliament Building and subse-
quently prosecuted for what Turkish
authorities have labeled ‘‘separatist
speech’’ that is stemming from her ex-
ercise of her right to free speech in the
defense of the rights of the Kurdish
people. She was sentenced to 15 years
in prison in December 1994 and remains
in Ankara today.

One of the charges against Mrs. Zana
was her 1993 appearance here in Wash-
ington before the Helsinki Commission
of the United States Congress. We find
it outrageous that although she was in-
vited to participate at the request of
Members of Congress, her participation
was one of the activities that led to her
imprisonment.

Mrs. Zana’s pursuit of democratic
change through nonviolence was hon-
ored by the European Parliament
which unanimously awarded her the
1995 Sakharov Peace Prize. In addition,
Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch have raised concern
about her case.

‘‘Mr. President,’’ the letter goes on,
‘‘Turkey is an important partner of the
United States, a NATO member, and a
major recipient of our foreign aid, but
its abuse of its Kurdish citizens and
their legitimately-elected representa-
tives is unacceptable. Mrs. Zana’s ma-
jority Kurdish constituency gave her
the mandate to represent them, but the
government of Turkey has made an un-
conscionable effort to stop her. Her
voice should not be silenced. This is
just one of the many cases in which the
Turkish Government has used the
power of the State to abuse people,
based on their political beliefs.

We ask you and your administration,
Mr. President, to raise Mrs. Zana’s case
with the Turkish authorities at the
highest level and seek her immediate
and unconditional release so that we
may, once again, welcome her to our
shores.’’

Mr. Speaker, that was the letter that
153 of us wrote recently. Since then,
Amnesty International has adopted
Leyla Zana and her duly-elected mem-
bers of parliament as prisoners of con-
scious. In 1995 and 1998, the Noble
Peace Committee that assigns its pres-
tigious Peace Prize to people who em-
body our most deepest aspirations for a
more tolerant world acknowledged that

Leyla Zana was one of their finalists.
The City of Rome has awarded her hon-
orary citizenship. European organiza-
tions have bestowed on her numerous
awards of their own.

In 1867, Mr. Speaker, a great Amer-
ican, Frederick Douglas, in his ‘‘Appeal
to Congress for Impartial Suffrage,’’
summarized the situation of his family
which is akin to what this resolution is
demanding from the Turkish Govern-
ment. Reflecting on Mr. Douglas’s his-
torical remarks, I was reminded of my
encounter with Mehdi Zana and how he
too echoed the same sentiments as our
own great emancipator. Mr. Douglas
wrote that, ‘‘We have marvelously sur-
vived all of the exterminating forces of
slavery, and have emerged at the end of
250 years of bondage, not morose, mis-
anthropic, and revengeful, but cheerful,
hopeful and forgiving. We now stand
before Congress and the country, not
complaining of the past, but simply
asking for a better future.’’ Simply
asking for a better future.

Mr. Speaker, my resolution, sup-
ported at this time by my esteemed
colleagues, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. PORTER), the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF), the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHOO),
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BONIOR), and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), calls for a better
future for the Kurds. In that future,
public service is not rewarded with
punishment, but honored with grati-
tude. In that future, languages are not
banned, but cultivated as a gift of God
to a people and of a people to its off-
spring. And only in that future, Mr.
Speaker, lies the promise of peace and
justice for the Kurds and a brighter fu-
ture with the Turks.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my friends to sup-
port us as we help the peoples of Tur-
key to leap into the future for the good
of themselves, as well as our battered
humanity.

Mr. Speaker, asking for a better fu-
ture is what we are doing here tonight.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE DEP-
UTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OF-
FICER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from John Straub, Deputy
Chief Administrative Officer:

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, April 5, 20000.
Hon. DENNIS J. HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for production
of documents to Custodian of Personnel
Records, U.S. House of Representatives
issued by the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia.
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After consultation with the Office of Gen-

eral Counsel, I will make the determinations
required by Rule VIII.

Sincerely,
JOHN STRAUB,

Deputy Chief Administrative Officer.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. WELDON of Florida (at the re-
quest of Mr. ARMEY) for today on ac-
count of personal reasons.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DAVIS of Illinois) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. ALLEN, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SANDERS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,

today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. FOLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. METCALF, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. NORTHUP, for 5 minutes, April

12.
Mr. SCARBOROUGH, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ROGAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. THUNE, for 5 minutes, today.

f

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported
that that committee had examined and
found truly enrolled bills of the House
of the following titles, which were
thereupon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1374. An act to designate the United
States Post Office building located at 680
U.S. Highway 130 in Hamilton, New Jersey,
as the ‘‘John K. Rafferty Hamilton Post Of-
fice Building’’.

H.R. 3189. An act to designate the United
States Post Office building located at 14071
Peyton Drive in Chino Hills, California, as
the ‘‘Joseph Ileto Post Office’’.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 55 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, April
10, 2000, at 12:30 p.m., for morning hour
debates.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6978. A letter from the Secretary of De-
fense, transmitting the approved retirement
and advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list of Lieutenant
General William J. Donahue, United States
Air Force; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

6979. A letter from the Secretary of De-
fense, transmitting the approved retirement
and advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list of Lieutenant
General Stewart E. Cranston, United States
Air Force; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

6980. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
transmitting the Agency’s final rule—Sus-
pension of Community Eligibility [Docket
No. FEMA–7729] received February 29, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Services.

6981. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
transmitting the Agency’s final rule—List of
Communities Eligible for the Sale of Flood
Insurance [Docket No. FEMA–7728] received
February 29, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Banking
and Financial Services.

6982. A letter from the Managing Director,
Federal Housing Finance Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s final rule—Reoganization of
Federal Housing Finance Board Regulations
[No. 2000–02] (RIN: 3069–AA87) received Feb-
ruary 23, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Banking
and Financial Services.

6983. A letter from the Secretary of Labor,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Process for Electing
State Agency Representatives for Consulta-
tions With Department of Labor Relating to
Nationwide Employment Statistics System
(RIN: 1290–AA19) received February 22, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

6984. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Pension and Welfare Benefits Ad-
ministration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Interim
Final Rule for Reporting by Multiple Em-
ployer Welfare Arrangements and Certain
Other Entities That Offer or Provide Cov-
erage for Medical Care to the Employees of
Two or More Employers (RIN: 1210–AA54) re-
ceived February 22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

6985. A letter from the Secretary, Bureau
of Consumer Protection, Federal Trade Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule—Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Rule (RIN: 3084–AA84) received February
22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Commerce.

6986. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed
Manufacturing license agreement with
France [Transmittal No. DTC 012–00], pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on
International Relations.

6987. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Report to Congress on Reg-
ulations Implementing the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention Implementation Act of 1998;
to the Committee on International Rela-
tions.

6988. A letter from the Acting Deputy Asso-
ciate Administrator for Acquisition Policy,

General Services Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule—
Reissuance of 48 CFR Chapter 5 (RIN: 3090–
AE90) received February 24, 2000, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Government Reform.

6989. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule—
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Pollock in the Shelikof Strait
Conservation Area in the Gulf of Alaska
[Docket No. 991223348–9348–01; I.D. 021000C] re-
ceived February 24, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources.

6990. A letter from the Secretary of the In-
terior, transmitting the 1999 annual report
on the Migratory Bird Conservation Commis-
sion, pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 715b; to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

6991. A letter from the Government Affairs,
Amtrak, transmitting the 1999 Annual Re-
port, and Amtrak’s FY 2001 Legislative Re-
port and Grant Request, pursuant to 12
U.S.C. 1701y(f)(2); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6992. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Amend-
ments to Class D and Class E Airspace, Tu-
pelo, MS [Airspace Docket No. 00–ASO–3] re-
ceived February 22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6993. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Estab-
lishment of Class D Airspace; Jackson, WY
[Airspace Docket No. 99–ANM–11] received
February 22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6994. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Revi-
sion to the Legal Description of the Bur-
lington International Class C Airspace Area;
VT [Airspace Docket No. 99–AWA–12] (RIN:
2120–AA66) received February 22, 2000, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6995. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; London, KY [Air-
space Docket No. 99–ASO–23] received Feb-
ruary 22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6996. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Lexington, KY
[Airspace Docket No. 99–ASO–25] received
February 22, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6997. A letter from the Chairman, Office of
Proceedings, Surface Transportation Board,
transmitting the Board’s final rule—Class
exemption for motor passenger intra-cor-
porate family transactions [STB Finance
Docket No. 33685] received February 23, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

6998. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulations Management, Veterans Benefits
Administration, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Eligibility Criteria for the Mont-
gomery GI Bill—Active Duty and Other Mis-
cellaneous Issues (RIN: 2900–AI63) received
February 8, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

6999. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
Branch, Customs Service, Department of the
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