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Conference. This event should serve to
underscore Sandia Laboratories’
staunch commitment to a safe and sta-
ble international security environ-
ment.

The success of this annual event owes
itself to Jim’s reputation, his integ-
rity, his personal relationships with a
broad range of policy makers through-
out the global arms control community
and their trust in him. Jim’s diligence
has enabled the Albuquerque con-
ference to grow even more in stature
each year bringing credit on Sandia,
the Department of Energy and the
State of New Mexico.

Mr. President, New Mexico is fortu-
nate to have Dr. Brown as a citizen.e®

——————

RECOGNITION OF MR. DARVIN
ECKLUND, FOUNDER OF THE
CEDAR HEIGHTS ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESOURCES LEARNING
CENTER

o Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, in a
continuing effort to recognize excel-
lence in education I would like to
award Darvin Hcklund of the Cedar
Heights Environmental Resources
Learning Center in Port Orchard,
Washington with an ‘Innovation in
Education’ Award. Two years ago, Mr.
Ecklund, a Natural Resources teacher
at Cedar Heights Junior High, created
an after school center that focuses on
environmental activities and teaches
students the importance of rehabili-
tating our local natural resources. I
think Mr. Ecklund’s concept is a re-
markable after school option for junior
high students as an alternative, safe
environment where they can learn and
have fun at the same time.

The focus of the Cedar Heights Envi-
ronmental Resources Learning Center
aims to stimulate kids toward saving
the environment around them. Re-
cently, the Center renovated local
ponds and developed plant life to be
used in future rehabilitation projects.
Children learn to identify common and
scientific names of plants and wildlife.
To date, over six hundred salmon have
been raised in this Center! This is a
truly remarkable way to integrate
science into children’s lives with a
hands on approach.

We all know that we live in a busy
world where sometimes kids end up
waiting for their parents to return
from work. I cannot think of a better
way to see kids spend a few hours
after-school, as well as getting parents
involved in their children’s after-
school activities. Currently, there are
over one hundred kids participating in
this program. High school students are
also part of Mr. Ecklund’s staff and
help organize activities and provide as-
sistance as well.

Mr. Ecklund has also found a way for
kids at the Cedar Heights Environ-
mental Resources Learning Center to
develop a relationship with the retire-
ment community across the street. The
Center offers retirees an educational as
well as relaxing place to come and
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share time with the students. The Cen-
ter has made the paths around the En-
vironmental Center wheel-chair acces-
sible. After hearing this, I was encour-
aged that this community has found a
way to connect young people not only
to the environment, but to their elders.
I applaud Mr. Ecklund for creating
such an innovative program that con-
nects older and younger students to
helping the environment and spending
time with seniors.

Ms. Pat Green, Principal of Cedar
Heights Junior High, said the following
about Mr. Ecklund: ‘“‘He is passionate
about the environment and teaching
kids how to raise fish as a sustainable
resource. The kids are learning hands-
on science in action!”

Mr. Pat Oster, Assistant Principal of
Cedar Heights Junior High commends
Mr. Ecklund’s efforts, describing him
as, ‘‘a very caring and energetic person
who devotes generous time to the
many students he interacts with on a
daily basis.”

I have been a long supporter of pre-
serving the environment. I am im-
pressed by the originality of this pro-
gram and hope other after-school cen-
ters will follow in the footsteps of the
Cedar Heights Environmental Re-
sources Learning Center. This is truly
science in action!e

————

MRS. KATHERINE G. HEIDEMAN’S
90TH BIRTHDAY

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize Mrs. Katherine Grayson
Graham Heideman, resident of Han-
cock, MI, who today is celebrating her
90th birthday. It is my pleasure to
honor her not only for having reached
this landmark birthday, which is quite
an accomplishment in itself, but also,
and I think more importantly, for hav-
ing lived her life in a manner truly
worthy of commendation.

Mrs. Heideman was born in Audubon,
Iowa, the daughter of Katherine Gray-
son Brown and James Melville Graham.
She was the youngest of six daughters.
After attending high school in Audu-
bon, she headed out west to continue
her education, first receiving a B.A.
from the University of California-Los
Angeles in 1931, and then in 1934 earn-
ing an M.A. from the University of
Southern California. For the next
twenty years, Mrs. Heideman taught

English literature classes to inter-
mediate students in four different
states: California, Michigan, Illinois,

and the District of Columbia.

On July 6, 1934, Katherine married
Bert Heideman. The couple remained
together until in 1991, when Mr.
Heideman passed away. They had three
children together, Eric, Bert, and Eric.
The eldest child unfortunately died
just six months after he was born, and
Mr. and Mrs. Heideman named their
third child in his honor and memory.

In 1958, Mrs. Heideman became the
first woman to be named Houghton
County, Michigan, Superintendent of
Schools. She served in this capacity for
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four years, then spent twelve years as
Superintendent of the Copper Country
Intermediate School System, which in-
cludes Houghton, Baraga, and
Keweenaw counties. During these
years, Mrs. Heideman was a pioneer in
developing special education initia-
tives. All of her efforts culminated in
1974, when the Heideman Bill, HB5013,
was passed into law in the State of
Michigan. This law made it possible for
an intermediate school district to own
and operate a school for handicapped
children.

In 1982, Mrs. Heideman was elected to
the Hancock City Council, and there
she has continued to fight not only for
the rights of disabled individuals, but
also for the environment and the his-
toric preservation of Houghton county.
She is the author of a resolution for-
bidding any nuclear or toxic waste to
be transported through the city of Han-
cock, and of a resolution condemning
the dumping of iron ore tailings into
Lake Superior. Mrs. Heideman was a
charter member of the Hancock His-
toric Preservation Commission, and
continues to be a strong voice in the ef-
forts to retain the city’s old world
charm. She has played an instrumental
role in the attempt to get the city of
Hancock recognized as being the Finn-
ish American culture center of the
United States. And, due to her efforts,
a sister city relationship was formed
with the citizens of Porvoo, Finland. A
candidate seven times, she now begins
her eighteenth year representing the
first ward.

Mr. President, I applaud Mrs.
Heideman for her selfless dedication to
improving the quality of life for indi-
viduals not only in the city of Han-
cock, but the entire State of Michigan.
She is a remarkable woman and a true
role model. On behalf of the entire
United States Senate, I wish Mrs.
Heideman a happy ninetieth birthday,
and best of luck in the future.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:31 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered
from Ms. Niland, one of its reading
clerks, announced that the House has
agreed to the following concurrent res-
olutions, in which it requests the con-
currence of the Senate:
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