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Whereas the Stability Pact was established 

in July 1999 with the goal of promoting co-
operation among the countries of south-
eastern Europe, with a focus on long-term 
political stability and peace, security, de-
mocratization, and economic reconstruction 
and development; 

Whereas the effective implementation of 
the Stability Pact is important to the long- 
term peace and stability in the region; 

Whereas the people and Government of the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
have a positive record of respect for minority 
rights, the rule of law, and democratic tradi-
tions since independence; 

Whereas the people of Croatia have re-
cently elected leaders that respect minority 
rights, the rule of law, and democratic tradi-
tions; 

Whereas positive developments in the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 
the Republic of Croatia will clearly indicate 
to the people of Serbia that economic 
progress and integration into the inter-
national community is only possible if 
Milosevic is removed from power; and 

Whereas the Republic of Slovenia con-
tinues to serve as a model for the region as 
it moves closer to European Union and 
NATO membership: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) welcomes the tide of democratic change 

in southeastern Europe, particularly the free 
and fair elections in Croatia, and the re-
gional cooperation taking place under the 
umbrella of the Stability Pact; 

(2) recognizes that in this trend, the re-
gime of Slobodan Milosevic is ever more an 
anomaly, the only government in the region 
not democratically elected, and an obstacle 
to peace and neighborly relations in the re-
gion; 

(3) expresses its sense that the United 
States cannot have normal relations with 
Belgrade as long as the Milosevic regime is 
in power; 

(4) views Slobodan Milosevic as a brutal in-
dicted war criminal, responsible for immeas-
urable bloodshed, ethnic hatred, and human 
rights abuses in southeastern Europe in re-
cent years; 

(5) considers international sanctions an es-
sential tool to isolate the Milosevic regime 
and promote democracy, and urges the Ad-
ministration to intensify, focus, and expand 
those sanctions that most effectively target 
the regime and its key supporters; 

(6) supports strongly the efforts of the Ser-
bian people to establish a democratic gov-
ernment and endorses their call for early, 
free, and fair elections; 

(7) looks forward to establishing a normal 
relationship with a new democratic govern-
ment in Serbia, which will permit an end to 
Belgrade’s isolation and the opportunity to 
restore the historically friendly relations be-
tween the Serbian and American people; 

(8) expresses the readiness of the Senate, 
once there is a democratic government in 
Serbia, to review conditions for Serbia’s full 
reintegration into the international commu-
nity; 

(9) expresses its readiness to assist a future 
democratic government in Serbia to build a 
democratic, peaceful, and prosperous soci-
ety, based on the same principle of respect 
for international obligations, as set out by 
the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) and the United Na-
tions, which guide the relations of the 
United States with other countries in south-
eastern Europe; 

(10) calls upon the United States and other 
Western democracies to publicly announce 
and demonstrate to the Serbian people the 
magnitude of assistance they could expect 
after democratization; and 

(11) recognizes the progress in democratic 
and market reform made by Montenegro, 
which can serve as a model for Serbia, and 
urges a peaceful resolution of political dif-
ferences over the abrogation of Montenegro’s 
rights under the federal constitution. 

f 

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE 
CONFERENCE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am dis-
appointed that the majority continues 
to refuse to reconvene the conference 
on juvenile justice legislation. 

This Congress has kept the country 
waiting far too long for action on juve-
nile justice legislation and sensible gun 
safety laws. We are fast approaching 
the first-year anniversary of the shoot-
ing at Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colorado. Next Thursday 
will sadly mark one year since fourteen 
students and a teacher lost their lives 
in that tragedy on April 20, 1999. 

It has been 11 months since the Sen-
ate passed the Hatch-Leahy juvenile 
justice bill by an overwhelming vote of 
73–25. Our bipartisan bill includes mod-
est yet effective gun safety provisions. 
It has been 10 months since the House 
of Representatives passed its own juve-
nile crime bill on June 17, 1999. It has 
been 9 months since the House and 
Senate juvenile justice conference met 
for the first—and only—time on August 
5, 1999, less than 24 hours before the 
Congress adjourned for its long August 
recess. 

Senate and House Democrats have 
been ready for months to reconvene the 
juvenile justice conference and work 
with Republicans to craft an effective 
juvenile justice conference report that 
includes reasonable gun safety provi-
sions, but the majority refuses to act. 
Indeed, on October 20, 1999, all the 
House and Senate Democratic con-
ferees wrote to Senator HATCH, the 
Chairman of the juvenile justice con-
ference, and Congressman HYDE, the 
Chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, to reconvene the conference 
immediately. This week, Congressman 
HYDE joined our call for the juvenile 
justice conference to meet as soon as 
possible in a letter to Senator HATCH, 
which was also signed by Congressman 
CONYERS. 

Every parent, teacher and student in 
this country is concerned about school 
violence over the last two years and 
worried about when the next shooting 
may occur. They only hope it does not 
happen at their school or involve their 
children. 

We all recognize that there is no sin-
gle cause and no single legislative solu-
tion that will cure the ill of youth vio-
lence in our schools or in our streets. 
But we have an opportunity before us 
to do our part. We should seize this op-
portunity to act on balanced, effective 
juvenile justice legislation, and meas-
ures to keep guns out of the hands of 
children and away from criminals. 

It is ironic that the Senate will be in 
recess next week on the anniversary of 
the Columbine tragedy. In fact, the 

Senate has been in recess more than in 
session since the one ceremonial meet-
ing of the juvenile crime conference 
committee. I hope we get to work soon 
and finish what we started in the juve-
nile justice conference. It is well past 
the time for Congress to act. 

I ask unanimous consent that this 
Hyde-Conyers letter of April 11, 2000 be 
printed in the RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks. 

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CON-
GRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, April 11, 2000. 
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. 

Senate, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN HATCH: We write to re-

quest a juvenile justice conference meeting 
as soon as possible. 

As you are aware, in the last two months, 
we have witnessed a succession of gun vio-
lence tragedies. We have been shocked by a 
six-year-old shooting a six-year-old in Mount 
Morris Township, Michigan. We have seen a 
nursing home held hostage and a mass shoot-
ing in Pittsburgh. In February, Memphis 
firefighters responding to a call were shot 
and killed by a disturbed man. It is clear 
that the Nation would like Congress to re-
spond. 

We know that there is not complete agree-
ment on all of the issues before the Con-
ference. We also recognize the need for com-
promise. We have already agreed in principle 
to proposed language to reduce the waiting 
period to 24 hours in most cases, but are still 
trying to resolve appropriate ‘‘safety hatch’’ 
exceptions. 

We have pledged to each other to begin 
anew negotiations. We believe, however, that 
beginning the work of the Conference will 
play a constructive role in the necessary 
process of narrowing our differences. 

We appreciate your consideration of this 
request. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY J. HYDE, 

Chairman, House Judiciary Committee. 
JOHN CONYERS, JR., 

Ranking Member, House Judiciary Committee. 

f 

SECTION 415 PENSION REFORM 
NEEDED 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, during 
this week prior to the April deadline 
for filing income tax returns with the 
Internal Revenue Service, Congress 
often focuses on the high tax burden 
shouldered by American families and 
the need for tax reform. Fundamental 
reform is my top tax legislative pri-
ority. I believe the entire confusing 
and incomprehensible tax code should 
be scrapped and replaced with a system 
that is fair, simple, uniform and con-
sistent. Until such fundamental reform 
can take place, I will continue to work 
in support of tax reform measures that 
correct unfair aspects of the existing 
tax code mess. 

One section of the code that I believe 
needs to be changed and changed soon 
is Section 415. Section 415 of the tax 
code was enacted in 1974 for the pur-
pose of limiting the pensions of cor-
porate executives. Section 415 no 
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