April 13, 2000

I want to be clear. We cannot wait
any longer—and we can certainly not
let this year pass without improving
our nation’s inadequate pipeline safety
laws.

The danger posed by aging, corroded
pipelines is not going away. In fact, it’s
getting worse.

Since 1986, there have been more
than 5,700 pipeline accidents, 325
deaths, 1,500 injuries. More than $850
million in environmental damage. On
average there is 1 pipeline accident
every day, and 6 million hazardous gal-
lons are spilled every year.

In the two months since I introduced
my pipeline safety bill, at least 20
states—almost half of the country—
have experienced pipeline accidents.
Let me repeat that. In just two
months, 20 more states have had pipe-
line accidents.

Just last week there was a major
pipeline spill in Maryland. The clock is
ticking, and the list of affected com-
munities is growing.

Back home in Washington state,
there is a great deal of impatience that
Congress has not acted on pipeline
safety measures. This editorial by the
Bellingham Herald—from April 5th—
gives you a good sense of how many of
my constituents feel.

It’s titled, Wake Up, Pipeline Bill Is
On The Way. It’s addressed to Con-
gress, and it says, in part:

Don’t know if you had a chance to look at
our pipeline bill, but we’re sending you a
message. We want you to hear us loud and
clear.

And later it says:

* % * eyen though what happened in Bel-
lingham could happen in any one of your
home states, we feel you aren’t giving this
issue much attention.

As this editorial says—these acci-
dents can happen in any of our states.
I don’t want another community to go

through what the people of Bel-
lingham, Washington have gone
through. We can make pipelines safer
today.

My bill addresses five key areas of
pipeline safety: My bill will expand
state authority over pipeline safety.
My bill will improve inspection and
prevention practices. My bill will in-
vest in new safety technology. My bill
will expand the public’s right to know
about problems with pipelines. Finally,
my bill will increase funding to im-
prove pipeline safety by providing
funds for new state and federal pipeline
safety programs.

I'm proud to say that we are making
progress. And I want to share with you
some recent developments.

Yesterday, Senator MCCAIN an-
nounced that he has scheduled a hear-
ing on pipeline safety for May 11, and
he has committed to marking up a
pipeline safety bill by the end of May.
He also introduced his own pipeline
safety bill.

As you may recall, in February, 1
sent a letter to Senator MCCAIN asking
for a hearing. Last week, I spoke with
him in person about it, and he pledged
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to work with me on this issue. As he
told me, ‘‘this is the right thing to do.”

I would like to commend Senator
McCAIN for moving the process for-
ward. I would also like to share with
the Senate the important work done by
the parents of the young people who
were Kkilled in the Bellingham explo-
sion, especially Mr. Frank King. On
Tuesday, Mr. King met with Senator
McCAIN’s staff, and in bringing his own
personal story to the Senate—he has
helped move this legislation forward.

I'm pleased today to become the
Democratic sponsor of Senator
MCcCAIN’s bill. This bill contains many
of the elements of the legislation I in-
troduced back in January. The bill also
includes some of the good elements of
the Administration’s proposal, which
was introduced this week.

Senator MCCAIN, as chairman of the
Commerce Committee, has done a serv-
ice to our nation and the state of
Washington by providing his leadership
on this important topic.

During the committee process, I hope
we can all work together in a bipar-
tisan manner to make the McCain-
Murray bill even more effective at im-
proving pipeline safety. There is still a
long way to go, and I look forward to
working with Senator MCCAIN on this
important issue.

Another step forward took place this
week, when the Clinton/Gore Adminis-
tration sent its pipeline safety proposal
to Congress. Working with us, the Ad-
ministration has crafted a proposal
which includes many of my priorities:
It places a clear value on the impor-
tance of safety. It strengthens commu-
nity ‘“‘right to know’’ provisions. It im-
proves inspection standards. It invests
in research and development for in-
spection devices. And it increases pen-
alties for safety violations.

This proposal is a good first step, and
now we will work to improve it. Clear-
ly, there are some differences on the
partnership with states provisions and
other areas, and I will be working to
strengthen them within the legislative
process. I should add that the Adminis-
tration’s bill has been introduced in
the Senate by Senators HOLLINGS and
SARBANES, and in the House by Rep-
resentatives SHUSTER, OBERSTAR,
FRANKS, and WISE.

I want to commend the Vice Presi-
dent, who learned about this issue
when he was in Washington state. He
recognized the importance of pipeline
safety, and he has been working to
prompt the Administration to act
quickly. I also appreciate the work
Transportation Secretary Rodney
Slater has done. Shortly after the ex-
plosion, he stationed a pipeline inspec-
tor in Washington state.

So clearly we are making some
progress, but there is still much more
to do. Unfortunately, the Senate lead-
ership has not expressed a lot of inter-
est in pipeline safety.

I recently received a note from the
majority leader’s office—listing almost
50 bills that he has deemed ‘‘Legisla-
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tive Calendar Items’ which he hopes to
consider prior to the August recess.
Pipeline safety was not on his list.
Now, I know priority lists are flexible,
and I hope we can get a pipeline safety
bill through the committee and onto
the Senate floor for consideration be-
fore August.

We need to pass a pipeline safety bill,
and we need to do it now. I again ask
my colleagues to stand with the thou-
sands of people who have been ad-
versely affected by pipeline disasters
and pass a bill that will make sure no
other community has to suffer from
another pipeline disaster.

We have a strong pipeline safety bill.
We have Administration support. And
we have a commitment from the Com-
merce Committee leadership to pass
legislation this year.

This is our chance for safer pipelines,
for safer communities, and for peace of
mind. We have a bill. It’s up to this
Congress, this year to make sure this
opportunity doesn’t pass us by.

————

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, April 12, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,764,655,944,486.86 (Five tril-
lion, seven hundred sixty-four billion,
six hundred fifty-five million, nine
hundred forty-four thousand, four hun-
dred eighty-six dollars and eighty-six
cents).

One year ago, April 12, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,663,867,000,000
(Five trillion, six hundred sixty-three
billion, eight hundred sixty-seven mil-
lion).

Five years ago, April 12, 1995, the
Federal debt stood at $4,874,101,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred seventy-
four billion, one hundred one million).

Ten years ago, April 12, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,087,071,000,000
(Three trillion, eighty-seven billion,
seventy-one million).

Fifteen years ago, April 12, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,729,937,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred twenty-
nine billion, nine hundred thirty-seven
million) which reflects a debt increase
of more than $4 trillion—
$4,034,718,944,486.86 (Four trillion, thir-
ty-four billion, seven hundred eighteen
million, nine hundred forty-four thou-
sand, four hundred eighty-six dollars
and eighty-six cents) during the past 15
years.

———

THE OCCASION OF THE BICENTEN-
NIAL OF THE LIBRARY OF CON-
GRESS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, as
Chairman of the Joint Committee on
the Library, it is my great pleasure to
congratulate the Library of Congress,
and Dr. Billington, the Librarian on
the occasion of the Library’s Bicenten-
nial. The Library is America’s oldest
Federal cultural institution, and was
established on April 24, 1800. It houses
the largest and most extensive collec-
tion in history, and is one of the na-
tion’s assets. Congress is very proud of
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