
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2417May 3, 2000
IRANIAN SHAM TRIAL

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
alert my colleagues to the ongoing
sham trial of 13 Jews in Iran. Iran’s ju-
diciary said on Monday that suspect
Hamid ‘‘Danny’’ Tefileen had confessed
to passing classified information to
Israel’s Mossad, and Iranian state tele-
vision broadcast an interview with Mr.
Tefileen in which he stated he had been
trained in Israel. It is obvious, Mr.
Speaker, that his confession was co-
erced since the defendant’s court-ap-
pointed attorney noted there was no
information to back up that
confession.

Israel has repeatedly denied this man
was a spy. And since I understand that
it is not illegal for any Iranian citizen
to visit Israel, the charges against Mr.
Tefileen should be promptly dismissed.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Iranian gov-
ernment to free these men at once.
They are not guilty of anything more
than being Jewish. Moreover, I request
my colleagues to cosponsor H. Con.
Res. 307, a measure I introduced, along
with the Speaker, the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HASTERT), opposing this
ongoing prosecution of 13 members of
the Jewish community.

f

OPPOSITION TO WTO FOR
COMMUNIST CHINA

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. First and fore-
most, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) on the statement
that he just made. All of us should be
very united in this effort to draw a
spotlight on what is going on in Iran. If
the Iranian people, who I am convinced
want to have better relations with the
United States, then Iran must know
that they cannot conduct this sham
trial and brutally terrorize their Jew-
ish population or any other part of
their population. We need to pay atten-
tion to this and send a message to the
Iranians that we want to have good re-
lations with them.

But what I wanted to mention today,
and with my last 30 seconds, is that we
have heard a lot about trade with
China this morning and we will hear
more about it. The trade that we have
had with Communist China these last
10 years have not made this world a
safer world. In fact, it has done nothing
but build up the powerful forces in
Communist China that now threaten
the peace of the world.

Furthermore, it has not worked to
the benefit of the people of the United
States. What we have in China is the
building up of their infrastructure. Our
trade with them is building up their
technological capabilities; building

them factories so that they can then
export to the United States and get
enough money to buy weapons in order
to put us under a threat. I would op-
pose any of this WTO for China.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). Pursuant to the provi-
sions of clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that he will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Such record votes on postponed ques-
tions may be taken in two groups: The
first occurring before the debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, and the second after debate
has concluded on the remaining
motions.
f

RELATING TO CONTINUING HUMAN
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND POLIT-
ICAL OPPRESSION IN SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 295) re-
lating to continuing human rights vio-
lations and political oppression in the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 25 years
after the fall of South Vietnam to
Communist forces, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 295

Whereas April 30, 2000, marks the 25th an-
niversary of the fall of Saigon to Communist
forces of North Vietnam;

Whereas 25 years after the Vietnam War
ended, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam is a
one-party state ruled and controlled by the
Vietnamese Communist Party;

Whereas the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam continues to violate the
liberties and civil rights of its own citizens
through arbitrary arrests, detentions with-
out trial, and the censorship of peaceful ex-
pressions of political and religious beliefs;

Whereas the Department of State Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1999
notes that the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam ‘‘continued to repress
basic political and some religious freedoms
and to commit numerous abuses’’;

Whereas the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
still retains Article 4 in its Constitution that
ensures the supremacy of the Vietnamese
Communist Party as the only political party
in the country while continuing to enforce
an extra-legal administrative decree to de-
tain or place under house arrest any dis-
sidents or civilians for up to two years, with-
out trial, under the pretext of ‘‘endangering
national security’’;

Whereas the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
is one of the most politically repressive and
poorest countries in the world, with an aver-
age annual per capita income of $330;

Whereas, according to the Department of
State and international human rights orga-
nizations, the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam continues to restrict
unregistered religious activities and per-
secutes citizens on the basis of their reli-
gious affiliation through arbitrary arrests
and detention, harassment, physical abuse,

censorship, and the denial of the rights of
free association and religious worship;

Whereas the Department of State Annual
Report on International Religious Freedom
for 1999 on Vietnam estimates that ‘‘there
are from 30 to 50 religious prisoners’’ but
‘‘the number is difficult to verify with any
precision because of the secrecy surrounding
the arrest, detention, and release process’’;

Whereas the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam continues to prevent
human rights organizations from unfettered
and open investigations of allegations of
state-sponsored oppression of the right to
worship by its citizens, and has prevented
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Religious Intolerance, Abdelfattah Amor,
from meeting with various religious leaders
during his visit to Vietnam in October 1998;

Whereas the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam systematically violates
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
in contravention of its status as a member of
the United Nations;

Whereas the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam systematically violates
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights in contravention of its status
as a signatory to that agreement; and

Whereas it is in the interest of the United
States to promote political, religious, and
economic freedom throughout the world:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) requests the President to restate and
make clear to the leadership of the Govern-
ment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
that—

(A) the American people are firmly com-
mitted to political, religious, and economic
freedom for the citizens of the Socialist Re-
public of Vietnam; and

(B) the United States fully expects equal
protection under law with all Vietnamese
citizens, regardless of religious belief, polit-
ical philosophy, or socio-political associa-
tion;

(2) urges the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam—

(A) to cease violations of religious freedom
as defined by the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998;

(B) to release all religious prisoners, polit-
ical prisoners, and prisoners of conscience,
and immediately cease the harassment, de-
tention, physical abuse, and imprisonment of
Vietnamese citizens who have exercised
their legitimate rights to freedom of belief,
expression, and association;

(C) to allow all Vietnamese citizens the
right to free expression, freedom of associa-
tion, freedom of the press, and religious wor-
ship; and

(D) to formally commit to a framework
and a set timetable for open and fair elec-
tions that will facilitate the ability of Viet-
namese citizens to peacefully choose their
own local and national leaders, free from
fear and intimidation; and

(3) commends the Vietnamese-American
community for initiating a memorial to
American and South Vietnamese soldiers
who sacrificed their lives for the cause of
freedom during the Vietnam War, which is
under development and will be located in
Westminster, California.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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