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CLAYTON) for her statements. And |
think those are the reasons why | have
gotten involved. It has taken me a
longer time to learn that than she has.
But since 1993, | have been listening, |
have been meeting, | have been listen-
ing, | have been talking, | have been
trying to find out. Now what we have is
one last plea on my part on behalf of
the black farmers.

My statement of January 8 was we
cannot proceed any further without my
colleagues in Congress being sup-
portive of this effort. If we vote this
concurrent resolution down, we are
going to be changing it from legislative
remedies to political, and | beg my col-
leagues not to do that.

These black farmers have not, in any
way, done anything to deserve this, to
be considered a political football, that
someone has to be of a certain party or
had to be a certain type of person to be
able to bring something like this. It is
a legislative matter. It is brought so
that we can show concurrence. That is
what it is.

| plead with my colleagues to let this
pass so that we can, at least, say we
are in unity with the black farmers.
And then we can go forward from
there. If we take it away from that,
from being legislative, and we make it
political and say, no, sir, we are not
going to do this because somebody may
get credit or can blame somebody else,
then the black farmers are going to get
a no in the same way that they have
been getting noes for years and years
and years. A no is a no, no matter what
we say to it.

| think it would be a real disservice
to their commitment and to their sac-
rifice for us to say no to them again. |
plead with my colleagues to vote for
this resolution.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
today the House will be considering House
Concurrent Resolution 296, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the set-
tlement process for discrimination claims
brought by African-American farmers against
the Department of Agriculture be carried out in
a timely and expeditious manner.

The Secretary of Agriculture has conceded
that the Department of Agriculture discrimi-
nated against certain African-American farm-
ers in the delivery of payments from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation and disaster assist-
ance programs during the period from 1981
through 1996. This discrimination has had a
significant impact on the lives and economic
well-being of these African-American farmers
and their families.

A Federal District Court Judge ruled in April,
1999, that these African-American farmers, as
a result of this discrimination, are entitled to
settlement from the Department of Agriculture.
However, even a year later, these claims have
not been addressed by the Department of Ag-
riculture in a timely manner. These settle-
ments are desperately needed and much-de-
served. The Court-mandated funds will help
these farmers recover their losses due to this
discrimination and provide them with the finan-
cial means to get back on their feet.

| rise in strong support of this resolution and
| would like to thank Representative DICKEY for
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his efforts to ensure that these claims are
dealt with fairly and expeditiously. | ask my
colleagues in the House to join me in urging
the Department of Agriculture to expedite the
settlement process and commit the necessary
resources to assist these farmers.

Mr. DICKEY. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that their remarks
are to be directed to the Chair and not
in the second person to other Members
of the House.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
DICKEY), that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 296.

The question was taken.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

I yield

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DICKEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 296.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

SOUTHEAST FEDERAL CENTER
PUBLIC-PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT
ACT OF 2000

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3069) to authorize the Admin-
istrator of General Services to provide
for redevelopment of the Southeast
Federal Center in the District of Co-
lumbia, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3069

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Southeast Fed-
eral Center Public-Private Development Act of
20007,

SEC. 2. SOUTHEAST FEDERAL CENTER DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘‘Southeast Federal Cen-
ter’”” means the site in the southeast quadrant of
the District of Columbia that is under the con-
trol and jurisdiction of the General Services Ad-
ministration and extends from Issac Hull Ave-
nue on the east to 1st Street on the west, and
from M Street on the north to the Anacostia
River on the south, excluding an area on the
river at 1st Street owned by the District of Co-
lumbia and a building west of Issac Hull Avenue
and south of Tingey Street under the control
and jurisdiction of the Department of the Navy.
SEC. 3. SOUTHEAST FEDERAL CENTER DEVELOP-

MENT AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of Gen-

eral Services may enter into agreements (includ-
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ing leases, contracts, cooperative agreements,
limited partnerships, joint ventures, trusts, and
limited liability company agreements) with a
private entity to provide for the acquisition,
construction, rehabilitation, operation, mainte-
nance, or use of the Southeast Federal Center,
including improvements thereon, or such other
activities related to the Southeast Federal Cen-
ter as the Administrator considers appropriate.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—AN agreement
entered into under this section—

(1) shall have as its primary purpose enhanc-
ing the value of the Southeast Federal Center to
the United States;

(2) shall be negotiated pursuant to such proce-
dures as the Administrator considers necessary
to ensure the integrity of the selection process
and to protect the interests of the United States;

(3) may provide a lease option to the United
States, to be exercised at the discretion of the
Administrator, to occupy any general purpose
office space in a facility covered under the
agreement;

(4) shall not require, unless specifically deter-
mined otherwise by the Administrator, Federal
ownership of a facility covered under the agree-
ment after the expiration of any lease of the fa-
cility to the United States;

(5) shall describe the consideration, duties,
and responsibilities for which the United States
and the private entity are responsible;

(6) shall provide—

(A) that the United States will not be liable
for any action, debt, or liability of any entity
created by the agreement; and

(B) that such entity may not execute any in-
strument or document creating or evidencing
any indebtedness unless such instrument or doc-
ument specifically disclaims any liability of the
United States under the instrument or docu-
ment; and

(7) shall include such other terms and condi-
tions as the Administrator considers appro-
priate.

(c) CONSIDERATION.—AN agreement entered
into under this section shall be for fair consider-
ation, as determined by the Administrator. Con-
sideration under such an agreement may be pro-
vided in whole or in part through in-kind con-
sideration. In-kind consideration may include
provision of space, goods, or services of benefit
to the United States, including construction, re-
pair, remodeling, or other physical improve-
ments of Federal property, maintenance of Fed-
eral property, or the provision of office, storage,
or other usable space.

(d) AUTHORITY TO CONVEY.—In carrying out
an agreement entered into under this section,
the Administrator is authorized to convey inter-
ests in real property, by lease, sale, or exchange,
to a private entity.

(e) OBLIGATIONS TO MAKE PAYMENTS.—ANy
obligation to make payments by the Adminis-
trator for the use of space, goods, or services by
the General Services Administration on property
that is subject to an agreement under this sec-
tion may only be made to the extent that nec-
essary funds have been made available, in ad-
vance, in an annual appropriations Act, to the
Administrator from the Federal Buildings Fund
established by section 210(f) of the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (40
U.S.C. 490(f)).

(f) NATIONAL CAPITOL PLANNING COMMIS-
SION.—

(1) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to limit or other-
wise affect the authority of the National Capital
Planning Commission with respect to the South-
east Federal Center.

(2) VISION PLAN.—AN agreement entered into
under this section shall ensure that redevelop-
ment of the Southeast Federal Center is con-
sistent, to the extent practicable (as determined
by the Administrator), with the objectives of the
National Capital Planning Commission’s vision
plan entitled “‘Extending the Legacy: Planning
America’s Capital in the 21st Century’’, adopted
by the Commission in November 1997.
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