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will have an opportunity to receive basic finan-
cial services at a reasonable cost.
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HONORING NADINE MILFORD

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 11, 2000

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to bring to your attention a woman who
exemplifies the courage and love of a mother,
even under circumstances that no parent
should ever have to face. Nadine Milford has
become a symbol of motherhood in my Dis-
trict, and throughout the state of New Mexico.
Today, I would like to join American Mothers,
Inc. in honoring Nadine as Mother’s day ap-
proaches.

On Christmas Eve, 1992, Nadine’s daugh-
ter, Melanie, and her three granddaughters,
Kandyce, Kacee, and Erin, were hit and killed
by a drunk driver in one of New Mexico’s
worst DWI accidents. Only Nadine’s son-in-
law, Paul Cravens, survived the wreck. This
compelled her to dedicate her life to others.
She has become a supporter and a comforter
to the families of DWI victims, sometimes driv-
ing hundreds of miles to comfort a grieving
mother.

Nadine is powerful and courageous. She
lives life with a commitment to herself and to
others to make this world better, gaining
strength and balance from her deep faith. She
remains dedicated, even through the most try-
ing times, and will take her massage as far as
it will reach. Complimenting her dedication is
her patience. Her son, Lance, has said of her,
‘‘Mom’s persistence has moved mountains
one grain of sand at a time.’’

Mr. Speaker, we know that laws are difficult
to change, and our legislative system works
slowly. More so, it takes a desire to be in-
volved, whether you’re a legislator or a caring
mother who has experienced the effects of a
nationwide problem—DWI—on the most per-
sonal of levels. Since that fateful holiday night
so many years ago, Nadine has become New
Mexico’s most active and visible DWI lobbyist
and activist. And she has been a significant
factor in historic DWI reform throughout the
years in New Mexico.

Nadine’s personal philosophy has earned
her respect from state legislators and friends
alike: ‘‘Persistence wears resistance.’’ In a
world of chaos and unjustifiable tragedies, Na-
dine found the courage to forgive and to help.
Today we gather to honor her mind and her
will to make change as well as her courage,
her strength, her commitment, and her in-
volvement in our community. She encom-
passes what it is to be a woman and a moth-
er: She is reverent, strong, caring, and willing
to fight for a better world.

Mr. Speaker, I pray that no mother will ever
have to face what Nadine Milford has faced.
But for those who do, I pray that they will have
the strength and character that Nadine Milford
has.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I
honor the Panasonic-sponsored Kid Witness
News program (KWN) and this year’s ‘‘New
Vision’’ award winners.

KWN began 17 years ago in Weehawken,
New Jersey. Panasonic adopted the program
in 1990, and has expanded it to include more
than 200 schools in 117 cities across the na-
tion. This is KWN’s 10th anniversary with
Panasonic.

KWN is an exceptional educational tool, al-
lowing young people to express their feelings
and share their perceptions of our world. With
this program, our youth can tell us what they
value—what is important to them. In addition,
students gain valuable experience in news
gathering and video production.

This Program is especially important be-
cause it provides public school students with
education, professional development, instruc-
tion, and access to technology—essential in-
gredients for future success, at a time when
these young people have the potential to be
anything they aspire to be.

The great success of KWN would not have
been possible without the hard work and dedi-
cation of Panasonic, its staff, and numerous
volunteers; and congratulations to the talented
students and dedicated teachers who have
contributed as well—you are all an asset to
our communities and our schools.

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the Panasonic-sponsored Kids Witness News
program on its 10th anniversary; and con-
gratulations to this year’s ‘‘New Vision’’ award
winners.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise now
during Teacher Appreciation Week to honor a
devoted teacher from my Congressional dis-
trict. Mrs. Marcia Wagner has taught music to
thousands of students in Sterling, Colorado
over her thirty-year career. After teaching at
several of Sterling’s grade schools, Mrs. Wag-
ner completed her career on a high note at
Sterling Middle School as a recipient of the
Francis Gillespie Excellence Award—an award
honoring her commitment to children.

In Sterling, Colorado, like many places in
the West, there is a reliance on family and
community. Mrs. Wagner embodies these val-
ues which are so prevalent throughout the dis-
trict I represent. She has been a role model
and has profoundly influenced thousands of
students by putting children first and looking to
parents and the local community for support.

During Teacher Appreciation Week, which
recognizes a first-rate education system and
properly functioning democracy requires a

partnership between educators, parents, and
children; let us look to Marcia Wagner, a
champion of children and community.
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Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Wilbur J. Henrichs of Danforth, Illi-
nois. For the last 64 years, Mr. Henrichs has
served farmers in his feed store, the Danforth
Hatchery. I am sad to say that on March 25th,
Mr. Henrichs retired at the age of 87 and the
Danforth Hatchery closed for business.

The Danforth Hatchery opened for business
in 1936 with Mr. Henrichs managing the store.
It was a feed and supply store and at one
point served as a poultry hatchery. After man-
aging the store for a few years, Mr. Henrichs
took ownership and has operated the store
ever since. Over time, his the local suppliers
have closed forcing him to drive over 200
miles to pick up his inventory, never once
passing his increased delivery charges onto
his customers. He is well known to farmers
throughout the area for his reliability and will-
ingness to lend a helping hand.

In addition to running the Hatchery, Mr.
Henrichs has made outstanding contributions
to the community through various civic activi-
ties. He has been active in his church and
served as Village Clerk for over 40 years. In
addition, Mr. Henrichs devotes his time and
money to the 4–H and FFA groups in support
of local youth and their involvement in agri-
culture.

As a life long resident of Danforth, Mr.
Henrichs is known for his quiet, unselfish lead-
ership. Over the years, he has touched count-
less lives in his daily routine. He continues to
serve as a role model through his leadership,
sense of humor and humanitarian attitude. On
behalf of the citizens of Danforth and those he
has served, I thank him for his dedication.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the
distinguished service to agriculture and the
Danforth Community of Mr. Henrichs; for his
leadership and professional commitment to
stewardship of the land and providing food
and fiber to the world.
DANFORTH HATCHERY CLOSES AFTER 64 YEARS

(By Mike Lyons)
DANFORTH—Time was this place rever-

berated with the ‘‘cheeps’’ of a thousand
newly hatched chicks and sparked with the
animated chatter of newlyweds placing or-
ders’ for the family coop.

Time was the heavy front door of Dan-
forth’s downtown hatchery swung wide as
grade school classes trooped in to witness
life making its tenuous beginning beneath
the ‘‘hen warm’’ lights of the incubator
trays.

And time was proprietor Wilbur Henrichs
welcomed such ‘‘intrusions’’ in his business
day, including the daily visits of village kib-
itzers, curious kids and connoisseurs of that
cutthroat card game called ‘‘Pepper.’’

In the process he became an indelible fix-
ture in the lives the rural community of
Danforth and beyond—the matrix of home-
town memory. A man they respectfully call
‘‘a treasure.’’

On Saturday generations of Wilbur’s
friends, and a sizable contingent of family,
dropped by to help him end an era.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 06:04 May 12, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11MY8.037 pfrm04 PsN: E11PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E715May 11, 2000
At 88, Wilbur elected to end business Sat-

urday and close his cavernous 19th Century
landmark on Danforth’s main downtown
intersection.

But if one supposed Wilbur’s quitting busi-
ness after having provided ‘‘quality chicks
since 1936,’’ would somehow escape to notice
the organs of modern agricultural commu-
nication, one would be dead wrong.

Late Friday no less a luminary than WGN
radio’s Max Armstrong, phoned to wish Wil-
bur well in retirement.

Wilbur accepts the unexpected tribute with
hallmark humility, his eyes twinkling just
beneath the bill of a Golden Sun Feeds cap,
its visor characteristically tilted just a bit
to the right.

‘‘It was fascinating to come in here in the
spring, being a little kid, and seeing all these
things,’’ says Danforth native John
Tammen, a farm manager in the Kankakee
office of Soy Capital Ag Services.

But youngsters could observe far more
than the mysteries of life unfolding at the
hatchery.

They could observe the basics of small
town business—Wilbur style.

‘‘When Wilbur wasn’t here—when he was
making a delivery, or something—you could
go over to the feed store (across the street),
pick up what you wanted then come back
over here and write it on the bill and sign
you’re name to it.’’

That accounting—called the ‘‘honor sys-
tem’’ in some quarters—was good enough for
Wilbur, who’d send his bill in due course.

Just outside, the seven foot tall fiberglass
rooster townsmen doubled ‘‘Big Wilbur,’’
stands his last watch on main street.

Ranks of Wilbur’s well wishers use the fi-
berglass fowl as backdrop for farewell pic-
tures with their favorite businessman.

And everywhere, ‘‘Wilbur recollections’’
are being offered by those whose lives he has
some way touched.

Take Ashkum’s David Trout, who along
with his wife Virginia, have operated the
petting zoo at the Iroquois County Fair for
the past 15 years.

According to Trout, ‘‘Wilbur style’’ be-
cause dealings helped ensure the zoo could
survive its early financial challenges.

‘‘When we first started, we’d run some big
feed bills and he’d never say anything to us.
We were young and just trying to get start-
ed,’’ notes Trout.

Just outside, village board member Denny
Johnson stands near ‘‘Big Wilbur,’’ recalling
his own youthful visits to the hatchery.

‘‘Classes would come up on little field
trips,’’ notes Johnson, 54, adding that he too
was a ‘‘field trip’’ participant some three and
a half decades agone.

‘‘He’s great guy,’’ says Johnson a village
board member.

None here would dispute that assessment,
least of all Randy Johnson, Denny’s brother,
also a member of the village board.

‘‘He doesn’t have an enemy in the world!’’
But what’s Wilbur plan for retirement?
That fact is, Wilbur’s not certain.
‘‘I guess I’ll have to think of something,’’

he says, a grin quickly growing.
Maybe he’ll join the ranks of the Pepper

players he’s hosted over the years.
As he says, ‘‘it keeps seniors off the streets

and hold down senior delinquency.’’
But the Pepper gang will have to find new

digs before that can happen. Wilbur just
laughs when it’s suggested that the Pepper
crew might want to buy his building—a bit
of a salty investment, even for this seasoned
crew of card players.

Rumor has it that the Pepper players may
find temporary quarters at a local church. A
convenient venue given that many have like-
ly prayed for better hands a time or two.

Saturday will mark a new chapter in Dan-
forth’s history when Wilbur Henrichs closes

the Danforth Hatchery. An open house is
being held in Wilbur’s honor from 8:30 to
12:30 and we would urge you to go.

Wilbur is one of those guys who has made
life a little more interesting. When you’re
talking to him you can’t afford to relax, be-
cause about the time you do, Wilbur, with
tongue firmly in cheek, will come through
with one of those one-liners he likes to slip
in.

Wilbur went back in time with us Monday
and told us he started working at the hatch-
ery in 1936 and bought the store from Edgar
Brockman in 1955. During the war years Wil-
bur said the hatchery produced thousands of
chicks. Wilbur continued to turn out chicks
until last year when he had to start turning
orders down for the first time in 64 years.

The times when the hatchery ran 24 hours
per day was nerve wracking, Wilbur said.
You’d never know when a fuse might blow as
it did one night, resulting in the loss of 4,000
chickens.

There’s a lot of history attached to the
building that houses the hatchery. The
building has housed a grocery store and bar-
bershop and Wilbur says he can remember
coming uptown to see the toys in the window
around Christmas.

Wilbur is a little concerned about what
he’s going to do when he retires. He says he
has some things he has to dispose of and the
hatchery has been the home to a number of
card players for years and Wilbur feels a re-
sponsibility to ‘‘keep them off the streets’’.
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Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing legislation which would establish
an Office of Correctional Health within the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

According to the Department of Justice
(DOJ), the United States is second only to
Russia among industrialized nations in incar-
ceration rates with nearly 2 million people in
jail or prison. The fuel that feeds this prison
population explosion is comprised of several
components. Mandatory minimum and ‘‘three-
strikes’’ sentencing laws have resulted in
longer sentences and more frequent incarcer-
ations. A look at the changing demographics
in American prisons and jails sheds light on
the challenges correction facilities face at the
beginning of the 21st century.

According to DOJ, 57 percent of state pris-
oners and 45 percent of federal prisoners sur-
veyed in 1997 said they had used drugs in the
month before their offense. A whopping 83
percent of state prisoners and 73 percent of
federal prisoners had used drugs at some time
in the past. It is estimated that about three-
quarters of all inmates can be characterized
as being involving in alcohol or drug abuse in
the time leading to their arrest.

In the first comprehensive report on mental
illness in correctional facilities, the Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS) found that seven per-
cent of federal inmates and 16 percent of
those in state prisons or local jails or on pro-
bation said they either had a mental condition
or had stayed over night in a mental hospital
unit or treatment program. The highest rate of
mental illness was among white females in
state prisons at 29 percent. For white females

age 24 or younger this level rose to almost 40
percent. When compared to other inmates,
mentally ill inmates and probationers reported
higher rates of prior physical and sexual
abuse. According to BJS, nearly 6 in 10 men-
tally ill offenders reported they were under the
influence of alcohol and drugs at the time of
their current offense. Many people do not
know that the Los Angeles City jail is now the
largest mental institution in the United States,
holding 3,300 seriously mentally ill inmates on
any given night.

The increased incarceration rate of women
also presents new health care challenges to
correctional facilities. According to BJS, in
1998 an estimated 950,000 women were
under custody, care or control of correctional
agencies. Nearly 6 in 10 women in state pris-
ons had experienced physical or sexual abuse
in the past. This statistic, coupled with the re-
ality that 7 in 10 women under correctional
sanction have minor children, points to the
acute need for counseling services. Women
inmates utilize health care services at higher
rates than men. Because of their need for re-
productive health care, including sexually
transmitted diseases, and the possibility of
pregnancy either upon entry into the correction
system or during, women’s special health care
needs must be addressed in a comprehensive
fashion.

The health care needs of inmates have ex-
panded as the incarcerated population has
aged. As inmates grow old in prison they suc-
cumb to the same ailments which afflict the el-
derly in the outside world—diabetes, heart dis-
ease and stroke. These geriatric health care
needs represent another challenge to correc-
tional agencies in providing adequate care.

In 1996, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s National Center for HIV,
STD, and TB Prevention formed an ad hoc
working group, the Cross Centers Correctional
Work Group made up of health professionals
from across CDC. The purpose of the group is
to focus attention on the complex health
needs of incarcerated men, women, and youth
in the United States. I commend the work of
this group and the fine efforts of CDC in ad-
dressing the very complex health issues asso-
ciated with correctional facilities.

According to CDC, in 1994 AIDS diagnoses
were almost six times more prevalent among
the incarcerated population than among the
general U.S. population. Further, inmates
coming into correctional facilities are increas-
ingly at risk for HIV infection through risk be-
haviors such as needle sharing and unpro-
tected sex. Also, tuberculosis (TB) is another
important public health issue in prisons and
jails according to CDC. TB infection rates are
substantially higher among inmates because
conditions associated with TB (poverty, drug
use, HIV infection, etc.) are more common in
the incarcerated population than the general
U.S. population.

Rates of infectious disease are known to be
higher among inmates than in the general
population and because most inmates are re-
leased after they’ve served their time, without
treatment, these infected inmates threaten the
public health of the community upon release.

All of these alarming statistics contribute to
the need for the establishment of an Office of
Correctional Health with HHS. Such an office
would coordinate all correctional health pro-
grams within HHS; provide technical support
to State and local correctional agencies on

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 06:04 May 12, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A11MY8.041 pfrm04 PsN: E11PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T13:52:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




