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Perhaps just as significant are the
signs of recognition and respect given
to this program in ways other than
award ceremonies. Go to a Friday
night football game at Los Altos and
you’re sure to find a few young people
from other high schools in Southern
California in the stands not to see the
football team, but to watch and hear
the Entertainment Unit. Those same
football games certainly sparked the
imaginations of young elementary and
junior high school students, who would
come home interested in learning
music and being a part of the Enter-
tainment Unit. Come to the football
field on a night when the Entertain-
ment Unit is rehearsing and you’re
sure to find parents, students, teach-
ers, former students, and even students
from other high schools in the stands.
Trace the career paths of those who
learned from Don Gunderson and yes,
you’ll find those who have gone on to
rewarding careers in music and music
education. However, there are many
more alumni of the Los Altos Enter-
tainment Unit that pursued other ca-
reers, but they carry with them lessons
learned from Don Gunderson on foot-
ball fields, concert halls, or the band
room that go beyond musical notes on
a page—lessons in teamwork, prepara-
tion, determination, and excellence.

Mr. President, those who have
learned and applied these and countless
other lessons from Don Gunderson will
have an opportunity to say thanks in a
few short weeks. Let me join them in
expressing my admiration to a man
who has brought the joy of music to
thousands of students and parents, and
to countless more around the world
who have heard the stirring opening
fanfare, ‘‘Conquistadores.” Perhaps
more important, let me express my
own thanks to Don Gunderson for the
honor and inspiration he has brought
to the teaching profession for more
than forty years. To borrow from the
Los Altos motto, Don Gunderson has
engaged and conquered.

I wish Don Gunderson, his wife Judy
and his family, all the very best.®

———

REAR ADMIRAL STEPHEN TODD
FISHER

e Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to honor Rear
Admiral (Upper Half) Stephen Todd
Fisher as he retires from the United
States Navy after more than thirty-
four years of active duty service. For
the last five years, Rear Admiral Fish-
er has been the Deputy Surgeon Gen-
eral of the Navy-the first non-physi-
cian officer to serve in that position.

In addition, Rear Admiral Fisher was
the first Medical Service Corps officer
to be selected by a board to the rank of
two-star Admiral within the Depart-
ment of Defense. He served as the Di-
rector of the Medical Service Corps
from 1993—1995. RADM Fisher’s assign-
ments included tours on the U.S.S
Repose (AH 16); Headquarters, Fleet
Marine Force, Pacific; various Navy
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Hospitals and Clinics; the Naval School
of Health Sciences; the office of the
Chief of Naval Operations; and the
Headquarters for Navy Medicine. He is
also the recipient of the 2000 American
Hospital Association award for Excel-
lence in Federal Service.

Rear Admiral Fisher’s leadership as
the Executive Agent for the Depart-
ment of Defense Clinical Business Area
led to the development of a computer-
ized patient record which will be tested
and evaluated this summer for govern-
ment-wide adoption. This accomplish-
ment has been highly praised by the
National Library of Medicine Board of
Regents and completes the planning
segment of the Composite Health Care
System II program. As Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Government
Computerized Patient Record, Rear Ad-
miral Fisher coordinated linkage be-
tween the Department of Veteran’s
Health Administration, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and the Indian Health
Services. A prototype of the Computer-
ized Patient Record has been developed
and will be alpha tested in Alaska in
2001. Under his leadership, the Com-
posite Health Care System II Program
Office was selected for the Government
Technology Leadership Award and the
Smithsonian Technology Award in rec-
ognition of its visionary use of infor-
mation technology.

As a principal member of the Mili-
tary Health System Information Man-
agement Proponent Committee, Rear
Admiral Fisher worked closely with
the Deputy Surgeons General of the
Air Force and Army, and the Executive
Director of the Defense Medical Infor-
mation Management System orches-
trating the development,
prioritization, and achievement of in-
formation management goals for med-
ical readiness and peacetime health
care programs for the Department of
Defense. His contributions are far-
reaching and will positively impact
military health care for years to come.

Mr. President, Rear Admiral Fisher’s
many meritorious awards and decora-
tions demonstrate his contributions in
a tangible way, but it is the legacy he
leaves behind for the Navy Medical
Service Corps, the United States Navy,
and the Department of Defense for
which we are most appreciative. It is
with pride that I congratulate Rear Ad-
miral Fisher on his outstanding career
of exemplary service.®

———

IN MEMORY OF JO-ANN MOLNAR

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would
like to share just a few words about a
good friend we recently lost, someone I
have known since I first ran for Lieu-
tenant Governor in Massachusetts in
1982, a good hearted and selfless indi-
vidual who was always an inspiration,
Jo-Ann Molnar. Jo-Ann recently passed
away after bravely battling cancer, and
I know that I am not alone in saying
that as someone whose life was touched
by Jo-Ann Molnar’s service, activism,
and warmth, there is today a deep and
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profound sense of loss. In Jo-Ann many
of us have lost—and today I would like
to honor—a committed activist, a per-
son of enormous courage and character
and, most simply, a great friend.

I first met Jo-Ann Molnar when I was
running for Lieutenant Governor of
Massachusetts, and Jo-Ann approached
me at one of our earliest events and of-
fered to help in any way she could. It
was on that race in the middle of a dif-
ficult and heated campaign that Jo-
Ann first demonstrated to me not just
that she was an indefatigable volun-
teer, but that she was one of those in-
dividuals who—through her commit-
ment to do what is right, through her
belief in politics not as sport but as a
fight for principle—could reaffirm pre-
cisely why politics matters and why
public service is worthwhile.

Jo-Ann and I remained close ever
since that first campaign, and I looked
forward to and always appreciated Jo-
Ann’s warm cards and greetings. Al-
ways a loyal friend, Jo-Ann would
share with me her thoughts on issues of
importance, keep me abreast of her ac-
complishments, and offer me words of
encouragement as I worked to find my
way in the United States Senate.

It was through her frequent cards and
letters—and the occasional happy
meeting either in Massachusetts or at
political gatherings around the Mary-
land area—that I learned of the many
ways in which Jo-Ann continued to
dedicate herself to public service. Her
determination to make a difference led
her to remarkable achievements. In
1977, Jo-Ann graduated magna cum
laude from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity, with a degree in history and polit-
ical science. She went on to earn a
master’s degree in political science
from American University. Jo-Ann
selflessly offered her leadership to her
fellow Democrats, serving admirably as
President of the Montgomery County,
Maryland Young Democrats, as Vice
Chair of the Handicapped Commission
in Montgomery County, and on the
Board of Directors of the Montgomery
County public libraries. In addition to
her help with my campaigns, Jo-Ann
served as a legislative intern to U.S.
Senator Donald Reigle, U.S. Represent-
ative Gene Andrew Maguire, and Mont-
gomery County Council member Mi-
chael L. Gudis. She also worked as a
Congressional Liaison Assistant for the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. For almost a decade, Jo-Ann
served as a legal researcher for the
Human Relations Commission. She
gave of herself as a Sunday School
teacher and a confirmation teacher at
the Foundary United Methodist Church
in Washington, D.C, as well as an in-
structor at Colesville United Methodist
Church in Silver Spring, Maryland.

Mr. President, Jo-Ann lived a life
true to her ideals of service—service to
community, service to faith. I would
add, though, that mnone of these
achievements would have been possible
if Jo-Ann had not worked so hard to
overcome cerebral palsy. Jo-Ann re-
fused to be slowed by her disability—
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