May 23, 2000

This election is coming down to: Do
you want the Bush tax cut for pri-
marily wealthy people, and do you
want to target the tax cuts and invest
in paying down the debt? Do you want
to keep Social Security strong for dec-
ades to come, or try a privatization ap-
proach which Governor Bush proposes
which has never been tested and will
cost us a trillion dollars and runs the
risk of more red ink, more deficits, and
problems in the future?

We are taking the Gore and Demo-
cratic side, fiscally prudent approach
which says: Let’s 1look to the future in
real uncertain terms.

I know we only have until 11:30 for
morning business. My colleague from
New York is here. I yield the floor to
Senator SCHUMER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the Senator from New
York.

Mr. SCHUMER. I thank the Chair.
Mr. President, I also thank the Senator
from Illinois for his, once again, enthu-
siastic, as well as erudite, presentation
on our fiscal policy and on Social Secu-
rity. Maybe after I finish what I have
to say I will say a few words on that. I
do not know the time situation.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it has
been more than a year since the Col-
umbine tragedy, but this Republican
Congress still refuses to act on sensible
gun legislation. Since Columbine,
thousands of Americans have been
killed by gunfire. Until we act, Demo-
crats in the Senate will read some of
the names of those who lost their lives
to gun violence in the past year and
will continue to do so every day the
Senate is in session.

In the name of those who died, we
will continue this fight. Following are
the names of some people who were
killed by gunfire 1 year ago today. Be-
fore I read the names, these are names,
just letters in black and white, but
every one represents a life living and
breathing, loving and was loved. Every
one leaves a family and friends who
will never be the same, as well as the
tragedy for all of us that someone is
untimely taken from us:

Rodney Autry, 30 years old, Dallas,
TX; Aaron Baskin, 28 years old, Chi-
cago, IL; Shawn Blake, 24 years old,
Detroit, MI; Eddie Espinosa, 17 years
old, Miami-Dade County, FL; Keith
Gales, 19 years old, Pittsburgh, PA;
Rodney J. Graham, 25 years old, Chi-
cago, IL; Gaberiel Herrea, 22 years old,
Detroit, MI; Francisco Horta, 33 years
old, Miami-Dade County, FL; Eddie
JOHNSON, 17 years old, New Orleans,
LA; Goodman Jones, 55 years old, Con-
cord, NC; Brian Sentelle Hill, 20 years
old, Macon, GA; Harvey Meyers, 23
years old, Philadelphia, PA; Tarvis E.
Miller, 25 years old, Chicago, IL;
Cleophis Ramsey, 41 years old, Miami-
Dade County, FL; Jesus Rodriquez, 22
years old, Houston, TX; Luther Faye
SMITH, 45 years old, Tulsa, OK; Thomas
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Tyler, 20 years old, New Orleans, LA;
Frederick Williams, 19 years old, De-
troit, MI; Jamal Williams, 18 years old,
Philadelphia, PA; unidentified female,
12 years old, Chicago, IL; an unidenti-
fied male, 24 years old, Norfolk, VA; an
unidentified male, 60 years old, Port-
land, OR.

I hope and pray the reading of these
names importunes us to act. Would all
of these deaths be prevented with bet-
ter laws on the books? Maybe not.
Would some of them have been pre-
vented with better laws on the books?
Most likely. But even if there is a
chance that one of the lives I have
mentioned might be living, breathing,
living under God’s sunshine on this
Earth, being the kind of person we can
all be just by the gift of life, then there
is no reason not to act.

I hope the understanding that every
day, every year, there are names such
as these from every part of this coun-
try who are killed by gun violence will
finally move this body to act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed for 5
minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
EDUCATION

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I once
again bring the attention of the Senate
to the importance of completing action
on an issue that is of fundamental im-
portance to families all across this
country, and that is the role of the
Congress in addressing the elementary
and secondary education challenge
which exists across our Nation in
which local communities and States
are taking action and in which the
Federal Government is also a partner.

We have had a total of 6 days debate.
Of the 6 days, 2 were debate only. We
were not permitted to have votes on 2
of those 6 days, so we had 4 days of de-
bate and votes. We had a total of 8
amendments. One was a voice amend-
ment. There were 7 rollcalls. Of the 7
rollcalls, 2 of those rollcalls were on
amendments we had indicated we were
prepared to accept. Essentially, we
have had 4 days of debate and 5 votes
on this legislation.

This is what our good Republican
friends have indicated to us about the
priority of education.

In January 6, we have our majority
leader saying:

Education is going to be a central issue
this year. For starters, we must reauthorize
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act. That is important.

These are his remarks to the U.S.
Conference of Mayors luncheon on Jan-
uary 29:

But education is going to have a lot of at-
tention, and it’s not going to be just words.

On June 22, he said:

Education is No. 1 on the agenda of Repub-
licans in the Congress this year.
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In remarks to the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce on February 1, 2000, he said:

We’re going to work very hard on edu-
cation. I have emphasized that every year I
have been majority leader, and Republicans
are committed to doing that.

On February 3, in a speech to the Na-
tional Conference of State Legisla-
tures, he said:

We must reauthorize the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act. Education will be
a high priority in this Congress.

Congress Daily, on April 20, said this:

Lott said last week that his top priorities
in May include an agriculture sanctions bill,
ESEA reauthorization, and passage of four
appropriations bills.

May 1:

This is very important legislation. I hope
we can debate it seriously and have amend-
ments in the education area. Let’s talk edu-
cation.

On May 2, I asked Senator LOTT:

On ESEA, have you scheduled a cloture
vote on that? Senator Lott said:

No, I have not. . . . But education is No. 1
in the minds of the American people all
across the country, in every State, including
my own State. For us to have a good,
healthy, and even a protracted debate and
amendments on education I think is the way
to go.

On May 9, at the time when the legis-
lation was pulled down, I asked the ma-
jority leader:

As I understand, we will have an oppor-
tunity to come back to ESEA next week. Is
that the leader’s plan?

He said:

That is my hope and intent.

We are about to go out for a period of
10 days. We are reaching the end of
May. We have no end in sight for the
completion of legislation dealing with
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act. We have been prepared to
enter into short time agreements on
the various proposals. I don’t know of a
single amendment on this side on
which we could not enter into a time
agreement of 1 hour equally divided.
We put that forward and we have out-
lined in detail the various education
amendments that we had intended to
offer. But we are not getting focus, at-
tention, and priority on this legisla-
tion.

I don’t believe the American people
want us to stonewall on the issue of
education. I don’t think they want the
Senate gagged from having a full de-
bate, discussion and action. We have
had other legislation, such as the bank-
ruptcy bill, that went for 15 or 16 days
of debate before completion. We can
take the time that is necessary and
also complete the work on the appro-
priations bills. But we are serious
about bringing this matter to the floor.
We are going to raise it continuously.
We want to take action. We think fam-
ilies across this country know appro-
priations are important, but those ap-
propriations are not going to actually
be expended until the fall. Families
want to know, as we go on into this
year, what we are going to do on edu-
cation and education policy. We owe it
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