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level offense for club drug-related
crimes, making those crimes equal to
that of trafficking methamphetamine.
This provision also accomplishes the
goal of effectively lowering the amount
of drugs required for a swift prosecution sending a message to Federal prosecutors that club drugs are a serious
threat.
Second, through law enforcement and
community education programs, this
bill will provide for a national club
drug information campaign. As more
Americans are made aware of the unpredictable impurities and side effects
of club drugs, it is our hope that law
enforcement will begin to see a dramatic reduction in the quantities of
club drugs present on our streets. Let
us do what we can to save our children
from the fate of that young high school
student in our district.
Mr.
Speaker,
the
Club
Drug
Antiproliferation Act of 2000 can only
help in our fight against drug abuse in
the United States. I urge all of my colleagues to join the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROGAN) and myself in
this important effort by cosponsoring
this bill.
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NEED FOR A NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT IN SRI LANKA
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, for
weeks now, the newspapers have carried stories about the recent escalation
in the fighting in Sri Lanka, the island
nation located just to the south of
India. Sri Lankan Government forces
have been battling a violent rebellion
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, the LTTE, commonly known as
The Tigers, a separatist organization
that the United States has designated
a Foreign Terrorist Organization. The
Tigers’ campaign has gone on for 17
years, at a cost of tens of thousands of
lives. Their goal is the establishment
of a Tamil Eelam, a separate Tamil
state in Sri Lanka, to divide this small
island nation into two ethnic states, a
Tamil state and a Sinhalese state.
Last month, the Tigers stepped up
their campaign in the Jaffna Peninsula
in the northern part of the island. The
government forces have continued to
battle the Tigers. Sri Lanka’s president, Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratunga,
has vowed not to surrender to the terrorists and not to stand by and allow
the partitioning of the country. Instead, the government is urging the
LTTE to put down their arms and come
to the negotiating table for good-faith
talks aimed at addressing the concerns
of Tamil people in a peaceful way.
Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Sri
Lankan people, both Sinhalese and
Tamil alike, reject the idea of dividing
their nation into two ethnically based,
ethnically cleansed homelands. The
LTTE by no means speaks for all of the
Tamil people.
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Indeed, Mr. Speaker, there are Tamil
political parties and organizations
committed to working with the government to achieve a higher degree of autonomy through peaceful means. And
the government has had on the table
for a long time a Devolution Plan that
would recognize the Tamils’ legitimate
claims. If nothing else, the government’s plan offers at least a basis for
beginning negotiations.
Mr. Speaker, President Kumaratunga, who is elected as the nation’s
first woman president in 1994, was reelected last December in an election in
which 73 percent of the eligible voters
turned out. In the final days of the
presidential campaign, she was injured
in a terrorist attack blamed on the
LTTE. That attack took the lives of 22
people and left more than 100 injured.
Yet, despite this attack and despite
the recent escalation of violence by the
LTTE, President Kumaratunga continues to ask the separatists to lay
down their arms and begin talks.
In this current crisis, Sri Lanka has
reached out to the international community to help bring the separatists to
the negotiating table. Yesterday,
President Kumaratunga appealed to
India, Sri Lanka’s democratic neighbor
to the north, to facilitate the effort to
bring the Tamil Tigers to the table. Sri
Lankan officials have also been meeting with diplomats from Norway in an
effort to resume the negotiations with
the rebels that broke off 5 years ago.
Next Monday, U.S. Under Secretary
of State, Thomas Pickering, will go to
Sri Lanka where he will meet with government officials and other leaders of
the other Tamil parties.
Mr. Speaker, the position of the
United States and of India and of other
Western nations is that this conflict
can only be resolved through negotiations, and that the solution should preserve the territorial integrity of Sri
Lanka. The campaign by the LTTE to
force the break up of Sri Lanka does
not have the support of the international community, and it must never
gain that legitimacy.
As I mentioned, Mr. Speaker, the
U.S. State Department has branded the
LTTE a terrorist organization. Recently, the parliament of the European
Union has urged its member nations to
take similar steps. The Tigers maintained their determination for an outright win militarily, but that strategy
seems destined only to kill thousands
of more people by shattering lives in
both the Tamil and Sinhalese communities.
Mr. Speaker, I urge Under Secretary
Pickering to continue to make clear
that this crisis can only be resolved
through a political solution. We must
step up our efforts to work with other
international friends, including India
and Western European nations, to
maintain the pressure on the LTTE to
come to the negotiating table.
The Tigers should join with the rest
of the Tamil community to promote
the interests of their community
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through the institutions of the united,
sovereign, and democratic Sri Lanka.

f

OUTRAGEOUSLY HIGH DRUG
PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUTKNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to speak again about an
issue, that, as Members go back to
their districts and have town hall
meetings, I am certain they are going
to hear about. The issue I want to talk
about this afternoon is the issue of outrageously high drug prices that we pay
in the United States, especially when
we compare what Americans pay to
what consumers around the rest of the
world pay.
What I have here is a chart, and our
source is the Life Extension Network.
They did research recently and compared the average prices for commonly
prescribed drugs in the United States
to what the average prices are in Europe. And it really is sobering.
For example, Premarin is a commonly prescribed drug, the same drug
made in the same plant under the same
FDA approval, incidentally. In the
United States, the average price is
$14.98. For that exact same drug in the
same quantity in Europe they pay
$4.25.
Coumadin is a drug that my dad
takes; it is a blood thinner. In the
United States, the average price is
$30.25, but in Europe they pay only
$2.85. And the list goes on. Prilosec, another commonly prescribed drug in the
United States, the average price here
in the United States is over $100; in Europe they are paying $39.25. Claritin,
very commonly prescribed drug, particularly this time of year for hayfever
and allergies, the United States is $44
an average; over in Europe, they are
paying $8.75. The list goes on and on
and on. And I think the story is altogether too familiar.
Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues to ask themselves this simple
question: Can any of us think of another product of any kind where the
world’s best customers pay the world’s
highest prices? This is particularly
troubling because just yesterday we
had a vote on expanding trade opportunities in opening markets between the
United States and China.
We have had for several years now
the North American Free Trade Agreement. Goods and services are supposed
to flow across our borders with Canada
and Mexico freely. Recent studies suggest, and this is a study done by the
Canadian government, says that Americans are paying 56 percent more for
the same prescription drugs made in
the same facilities under the same FDA
approval than our Canadian friends are
paying for those same drugs.
In other words, we are paying 56 percent more than Canadians, and the
story gets worse. Prices in Mexico are
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