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Painesville, Ohio, Township Division—
for the recovery of Nicole Nsour, an
international child abduction victim,
whose non-custodial father abducted
her and held her in Jordan for over two
months. Postal Inspector Paul Groza,
Jr., U.S. Postal Inspection Service-
Northwest Portland, Oregon—for the
investigation resulting in the convic-
tion of Jonathon and Sarah Aragorn
for their construction of a Web Site to
procure children for sexual relations
with themselves and their children. Of-
ficer James H. Lee, Lake Bluff, Illinois,
Police Department—For the investiga-
tion and arrest of Donald C. Moore, a
local child mentor who was victimizing
area youth entrusted to his care. De-
tective Michael Schirling, Burlington,
Vermont, Police Department—For the
investigation and apprehension of a 19-
year-old fraternity president, summer
camp counselor and student at the Uni-
versity of Vermont at Burlington, for
possession of child pornography and
child sexual abuse.

———————

RUSSIA AS A RESPONSIBLE
PARTNER

e Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, one of
the myths dear to President Clinton’s
heart these days is that the govern-
ment of Russia has been ‘‘a supportive
and reliable partner in the effort to
bring peace and stability to the Bal-
kans.” That myth was shattered once
again earlier this month when a war
criminal indicted by the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia, ICTY, was hosted in Mos-
cow—not by Russia’s criminal under-
world—but by the Kremlin itself.

General Dragolub Ojdanic, Minister
of Defense of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, visited Moscow for nearly
a week earlier this month—from May
7-12, 2000. He was there as a guest of
the government of the Russian Federa-
tion and enjoyed the privilege of at-
tending President Vladimir Putin’s in-
auguration ceremonies.

As Slobodan Milosevic’s military
Chief of Staff during the Kosovo war,
General Ojdanic was directly respon-
sible for the Serbian military’s ethnic
cleansing campaign in Kosovo. For
this, the General was indicted by the
ICTY for crimes against humanity and
violations of the laws and customs of
war for alleged atrocities against Alba-
nians in Kosovo.

Mr. President, the ICTY has issued
international warrants for General
Ojdanic’s arrest and extradition to The
Hague. The Russian Federation, a per-
manent member of the United Nations
Security Council which established the
ICTY, has an obligation to arrest Gen-
eral Ojdanic and extradite him to The
Hague if and when they have the oppor-
tunity.

But what did President Putin and his
regime do when Ojdanic was in Mos-
cow? Instead of arresting and sending
him to The Hague, they provided a
week of fine food and camaraderie and
a privileged seat at the Putin inau-
guration!
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What truly disturbs me, Mr. Presi-
dent, is that General Ojdanic’s visit
was not just for fun. He was there to
work—to reestablish the links between
the Milosevic regime and the Kremlin.
While in Moscow, he held official talks
with Defense Minister Sergeyev, Army
Chief of Staff Anatoly Kvashnin, and
Foreign Minister Ivanov.

On May 16, four days after General
Ojdanic’s visit to Moscow, Russia an-
nounced that it has provided the Ser-
bian regime of Slobodan Milosevic with
$102 million of a $150 million loan. The
Russian government also announced
that it will facilitate the sale to Serbia
of $32 million worth of oil, despite the
fact that the international community
has imposed economic sanctions
against the Milosevic regime.

I confess that I am impressed by the
audacity of Russian President Putin.
Here he is, providing the Milosevic re-
gime with over $150 million in eco-
nomic support while seeking debt relief
from the international community and
loans from the International Monetary
Fund. He is doing this while his coun-
try seeks and receives food aid from
the United States.

What should we conclude from all
this?

First, President Putin seems com-
fortable ignoring the requirement to
arrest and transfer indicted war crimi-
nals to The Hague. I suppose we can
just add this to the long list of inter-
national obligations Mr. Putin sees fit
to disregard.

Second, Russia does mnot share
NATO’s goals and objectives in bring-
ing peace and stability to the Balkans.
If it did, its leaders would not be so
brazenly and warmly supporting senior
officials of the Milosevic regime.

Third, the Xremlin must regard
Western, and particularly, U.S. eco-
nomic assistance and aid to be uncon-
ditional. He has evidently concluded
that he can conduct his foreign policy
with impunity and still count on the
West’s economic largesse. The fact that
the hospitality and support provided to
these Serbian war criminals occurs just
one month before President Clinton’s
visit to Moscow shows how little re-
spect Putin has for the policies of the
United States.

Mr. President, what concerns me
most about the relationship between
the Kremlin and the Milosevic regime
is the threat it poses to our men and
women in uniform serving in the Bal-
kans—and those of our allies. The po-
litical support the Kremlin provides
Slobodan Milosevic directly jeopardizes
the safety and security of American
and allied forces deployed in the Bal-
kans. This outreach by Putin to the
Milosevic regime only encourages that
brutal dictator to continue his policies
of destruction in the Balkans.

While we are trying to force the
Milosevic regime to step down and to
turn power over to Serbia’s democratic
opposition, Russia is signaling to
Milosevic that he can survive and even
outlast the Alliance—and that Russia
will help him prevail.
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It is for these reasons, that I plan to
introduce an amendment to the foreign
operations appropriations bill that will
restrict material and economic assist-
ance the United States provides to the
Russian Federation. There is no reason
why the United States should be pro-
viding Russia loan forgiveness and eco-
nomic assistance when the Kremlin
continues to support a regime in Serbia
whose forces directly threaten our
troops and those of our allies trying to
bring peace to the Balkans.

This amendment does four things:

First, it reduces assistance obligated
to the Russian Federation by an
amount equal in value to the loans, fi-
nancial assistance, and energy sales
the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion has provided and intends to pro-
vide to the Milosevic regime.

Second, it ensures U.S. opposition to
the extension of financial assistance to
Russia from the International Mone-
tary Fund, the World Bank and other
international financial institutions.

Third, it suspends existing programs
to Russia provided by the Export-Im-
port Bank and the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation.

Fourth, it ensures the United States
will oppose proposals to provide Russia
further forgiveness, restructuring, and
rescheduling of its international debt.

Mr. President, I sincerely believe
that a partnership with Russia is pos-
sible and indeed, would serve the inter-
ests of both countries. A strategy of
engagement, however, cannot and must
not ignore reality. Partnership cannot
occur when Russia blatantly supports a
regime that continues to threaten sta-
bility in the Balkans, whose calling
cards are ethnic cleansing and political
repression, and that continues to
threaten U.S. soldiers in the field.

I will be pleased to treat Russia as a
responsible partner when it behaves as
one.®

———

BIRTHDAY OF KATHERINE
“KITTY” WILKA

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President,
“Mother’s Day’’—that special day
when children the world over celebrate
and honor their mothers—falls during
the month of May. Appropriately, the
month of May is also the month when
one of the most selfless and dedicated
mothers I know celebrates her birth-
day. Today, I would like to share the
story of that remarkable woman from
my home state of South Dakota.

I have known and admired Katherine
“Kitty” Wilka for more than two dec-
ades. Today, as she celebrates her 70th
birthday, she will be surrounded by nu-
merous family members and friends.
Kitty Wilka is the mother of 12, the
grandmother of 29 and, as of last week,
the great-grandmother of 3. But it is
not just the size of the Wilka family
that is noteworthy. It is also the qual-
ity of their character and the diversity
of their accomplishments.

Kitty Wilka and her late husband,
Bill, led by example and instilled admi-
rable values in all their children. Wid-
owed for over a decade, Kitty is the
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