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UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-

MENT—E-SIGNATURES CON-
FERENCE REPORT
Mr. REID. Mr. President, on behalf of

the leader, I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate considers the e-
signatures conference report, the con-
ference report be considered as having
been read and it be considered under
the following agreement:

Three hours to be equally divided be-
tween the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Commerce Com-
mittee, or their designees, with 20 min-
utes each for Senators LEAHY, SAR-
BANES, and WYDEN.

I further ask consent that following
the use or yielding back of time, the
conference report be laid aside and the
vote occur at 9:30 a.m. on Friday on the
adoption of the conference report. I
further ask consent that immediately
following that vote the Senate proceed
to executive session for the consider-
ation of the following nominations re-
ported by the Judiciary Committee:

Laura Swain, U.S. District Judge for
Southern District of New York; Bev-
erly Martin, U.S. District Judge for
Northern District of Georgia; Jay Gar-
cia-Gregory, U.S. District Judge for
District of Puerto Rico.

I further ask that the nominations
then be confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SHELBY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

MAGNA CARTA
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, today is a

very special anniversary. One will not
find it noted on most calendars. Al-
though it lacks the familiarity of the
anniversary of the writing of the Con-
stitution, for example, it is a day well
worth remembering. The 15th day of
this month deserves our attention for
one very fundamental reason which is
quite important to this Republic and to
those of us in this Chamber. It marks
the birth of the idea that ours is a gov-
ernment of laws and not of men, and
that no man, no man is above the law.

Seven hundred and eighty-five years
ago, on June 15, 1215, English barons
met on the plains of Runnymede, on
the Thames River near Windsor Castle,
to present a list of demands to their
king. King John had recently engaged
in a series of costly and disastrous
military adventures against France.
These operations had drained the royal
treasury and forced King John to re-
ceive the barons’ list of demands.
These demands—known as the Articles

of the Barons—were intended as a re-
statement of ancient baronial liberties,
as a limitation on the king’s power to
raise funds, and as a reassertion of the
principle of due process under law, at
that time referred to in these words,
‘‘law of the land.’’ Under great pres-
sure, King John accepted the barons’
demands on June 15 and set his royal
seal to their set of stipulations. Four
days later, the king and barons agreed
on a formal version of that document.
It is that version that we know today
as Magna Carta. Thirteen copies were
made and distributed to every English
county to be read to all freemen. Four
of those copies survive today.

Several of this ancient document’s
sixty-three clauses are of towering im-
portance to our system of government.
The thirty-ninth clause, evident in the
U.S. Constitution’s Fifth and Four-
teenth amendments, underscores the
vital importance of the rule of law and
due process of law. It reads ‘‘No free-
man shall be captured or imprisoned
. . . except by lawful judgment of his
peers or by the law of the land.’’

Beginning with Henry III, the nine-
year-old who succeeded King John in
1216, English kings reaffirmed Magna
Carta many times, and in 1297 under
Edward I it became a fundamental part
of English law in the confirmation of
the charters. (An original of the 1297
edition is on indefinite loan from the
Perot Foundation and is displayed in
the rotunda of the National Archives.)
In 1368, that would have been under the
reign of Edward III, a statute of Ed-
ward III established the supremacy of
Magna Carta by requiring that it ‘‘be
holden and kept in all Points; and if
there be any Statute made to the con-
trary, it shall be holden for none.’’

In the early 1600s, the jurist and par-
liamentary leader Sir Edward Coke in-
terpreted Magna Carta as an instru-
ment of human liberty, and in doing so,
made it a weapon in the parliamentary
struggle against the gathering absolut-
ism of the Stuart monarchy. As he pro-
claimed to Parliament in 1628, ‘‘Magna
Carta will have no sovereign.’’ Unless
Englishmen insist on their rights, an-
other observed, ‘‘then farewell Par-
liaments and farewell England.’’

By the end of that century, through
the course of civil war and the Glorious
Revolution, the rights of self-govern-
ment, first acknowledged in 1215, be-
came firmly secured.

As settlers began their migration to
England’s colonies throughout the sev-
enteenth and early eighteenth cen-
turies, they took with them an under-
standing of their laws and liberties as
Englishmen. Magna Carta inspired Wil-
liam Penn as he shaped Pennsylvania’s
charter of government. Members of the
colonial Stamp Act Congress in 1765 in-
terpreted Magna Carta to secure the
right to jury trials.

After the colonies declared their
independence of Great Britain, many of
their new state constitutions carried
bills of rights derived from the 1215
charter, Magna Carta. As University of
Virginia law professor A.E. Dick How-
ard notes in his classic study of the

subject, by the twentieth century,
Magna Carta had become ‘‘irrevocably
embedded into the fabric of American
constitutionalism, both by contrib-
uting specific concepts such as due
process of law and by being the ulti-
mate symbol of constitutional govern-
ment under a rule of law.’’

In 1975, the British Parliament of-
fered Congress and the American peo-
ple a most generous gift. To celebrate
two hundred years of American inde-
pendence from Great Britain, Par-
liament offered to loan one of Magna
Carta’s four surviving copies to the
United States Congress for a year. The
document they selected is known as
the Wymes copy and is regularly dis-
played in the British Library. Par-
liament also made a permanent gift of
a magnificent display case bearing a
gold replica of Magna Carta.

A delegation of Senators and Rep-
resentatives traveled to London in May
1976 to receive that document at a
colorful and thronged ceremony in
Westminster Hall. On June 3, 1976, a
distinguished delegation of parliamen-
tary officials joined their American
counterparts for a gala ceremony in
the Capitol Rotunda. The display case
containing Magna Carta was placed
near the Rotunda’s center, where, over
the following year, more than five mil-
lion visitors had the rare opportunity
to view this fundamental charter at
close range.

At a June 13, 1977, ceremony con-
cluding the exhibit, I offered brief re-
marks in my capacity as Senate Major-
ity Leader. I noted that nothing during
the previous bicentennial year had
meant more to the nation than this
gift. I recalled the Lord Chancellor’s
diplomatic interpretation, during the
1976 ceremony, of the reasons for the
bicentennial celebrations. This is what
he said:

What happened two hundred years ago, we
learned, was not a victory by the American
colonies over Britain but rather a joint vic-
tory for freedom by the English-speaking
world.

Today, the magnificent display case
remains in the Capitol Rotunda as a re-
minder of our two nations’ joint polit-
ical heritage. I encourage my col-
leagues to visit this case in the ro-
tunda and examine its panel with
raised gold text duplicating that of
Magna Carta. What better way could
we choose to observe this very special
anniversary day?
f

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2001—Continued

AMENDMENTS NOS. 3441, 3443, 3445, EN BLOC

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I call up
the following amendments and ask for
their immediate adoption. They have
cleared on both sides: No. 3441 on be-
half of Senator MCCAIN, Nos. 3443 and
3445 on behalf of Senator TORRICELLI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

VerDate 01-JUN-2000 04:35 Jun 16, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G15JN6.058 pfrm01 PsN: S15PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T13:05:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




