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June 15, 2000

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TOWN OF SEY-
MOUR, CONNECTICUT

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President. | rise
today to pay tribute to the town of
Seymour, nestled in the Lower
Naugatuck Valley of Connecticut. Lo-
cated in New Haven County with the
Lower Housatonic River nearby, Sey-
mour offers its residents a wide variety
of recreational activities, history, in-
dustry, and a strong sense of commu-
nity with an emphasis on education.
Seymour was formally founded on June
24, 1850, when the town’s council held
its first meeting. | rise today to con-
gratulate Seymour on its Sesqui-
centennial anniversary, 150 years as a
town, and to reflect for just a few mo-
ments on the rich history of this town.

The Naugatuck Valley increased in
importance during the early 1800s be-
cause of its valuable natural resources
and industrial growth. Due to different
manufacturing concerns and the desire
to separate and become their own com-
munity, the town of Seymour, then
called Humphreysville, petitioned the
state legislature to become the town of
“Richmond.” Thomas H. Seymour, who
was the Governor of the state of Con-
necticut, promised the people that if
the town was named in his honor, the
bill would be accepted immediately.
Evidently, the good people of the town
agreed, for shortly thereafter the town
of Seymour was formally constituted.

Throughout the years, companies
have prospered and grown in Seymour,
paralleled by the development and ex-
pansion of the town itself. The H.P. &
E. Day Company began in Seymour in
1865, and has developed into the Water-
man Pen Company of France, pro-
ducers of some of the world’s finest
fountain pens. Telegraph cables that
could be placed underwater were devel-
oped by Austin Goodyear Day in Sey-
mour in the mid-nineteenth century,
and continue to be produced by the
Kerite Company, presently located on
Day Street. With the vital shipping
lanes of the Housatonic River, as well
as the region’s railroads and factories,
Seymour flourished throughout the
late nineteenth century, and within
the town a broad range of products—
from copper to paper to bottled spring
water—was produced. Outside of the in-
dustrial diversity of Seymour, one is
immediately aware of the natural
beauty of the area. Not only is the
Housatonic River one of New England’s
greatest assets, but it also provides
recreational activities such as canoe-
ing and fishing for local residents.

I have had the pleasure of visiting
the town of Seymour on many occa-
sions, and am always impressed with
the natural beauty and spectacular re-
sourcefulness of the residents. One
thing that has lingered in my mind
from past visits is the strong sense of
community, and the emphasis on the
importance of education. Seymour of-
fers residents an abundance of enter-
tainment and activities through the
Seymour Recreation Commission, a
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strong police force led by Police Chief
Michael E. Metzler, the Seymour Sen-
ior Center, cultural and performing
arts events through the Seymour Cul-
ture and Arts Commission, and celebra-
tions of important national holidays
such as Memorial Day through local
events and parades. In the realm of
education, Superintendent Eugene A.
Coppola has continued to uphold the
fine reputation of local schools, which
have seen recent increases in test
scores, state-of-the-art expansion of
Bungay Elementary School, the
strengthening of the core curriculum,
and a majority of students partici-
pating in extracurricular activities.
One of the most important facets of the
school system in Seymour is the DARE
program, instilling in students the im-
portance of remaining drug-free.

Seymour in the year 2000 is in many
respects a great American town. It is a
place where businesses can prosper,
where families can thrive, and where a
sense of community permeates every-
day life. In recognizing this important
anniversary in the life of the town, we
pay homage to all those who have in
the past contributed to making Sey-
mour the outstanding place it is today.
And we congratulate those current
residents who pause on this occasion
not only to remember the past, but
who dedicate themselves to the future
success and vitality of this remarkable
town they call home.e

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4577. An act making appropriations
for the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2001, and for other purposes.

MEASURES REFERRED

The following joint resolution was
read the first and second times by
unanimous consent and referred as in-
dicated on June 14, 2000:

H.J. Res. 101. An act recognizing the 225th
birthday of the United States Army; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated on
June 14, 2000:

H. Con. Res. 266. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding the
benefits of music education; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:
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EC-9218. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of Government Affairs, Non
Commissioned Officers Association of the
United States of America, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of financial state-
ments for calendar years 1998 and 1999; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-9219. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report on federal government energy
management and conservation programs, fis-
cal year 1998; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-9220. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report entitled ‘““Deposition of Air Pollutants
to the Great Waters’’; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-9221. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of the National Credit
Union Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the notice of establishing and ad-
justing schedules of compensation; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-9222. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of the audited fiscal
years 1998 and 1999 financial statements of
the U.S. Mint; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9223. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled “Review of
the Financial and Administrative Activities
of the Taxicab Assessment Fund for Fiscal
Years 1997, 1998, and 1999”’; to the Committee
on Governmental Affairs.

EC-9224. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled *‘Status of the
Washington Convention Center Authority’s
Implementation of D.C. Auditor Rec-
ommendations’; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-9225. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report on birth
defects and developmental disabilities pro-
grams at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-9226. A communication from the Chair-
man of the President’s Committee On Em-
ployment of People With Disabilities, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled
“Programs That Work Producing People at
Work’™’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-9227. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report on
improvements to claims processing under
the Tricare Program; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-9228. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report on
the Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR)
Multi-Year Program Plan for fiscal year 2000;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9229. A communication from the Com-
missioner of Social Security, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of the Inspector
General for the period October 1, 1999
through March 31, 2000; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC-9230. A communication from the Chair
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of the Inspector
General for the period October 1, 1999
through March 31, 2000; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC-9231. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of the Inspector Gen-
eral for the period October 1, 1999 through
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