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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ANNE
SPERRY RULE

HON. MARK FOLEY
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, this Friday, June
30, 2000, the ashes of Anne Sperry Rule will
be laid to rest with her late husband, Col.
Richard Rule, in a ceremony at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

Anne was an overly dedicated, respected
and well loved member of her community.
Anne would not want us to be sad or to suffer
from her loss. Rather, she would want us to
cherish our memories of her and celebrate her
life.

Anne’s daughter, Cathi, will read the fol-
lowing poem on Friday which serves as a
message for us all.

TO THOSE I LOVE AND THOSE WHO LOVED ME

When I am gone, release me, let me go—
I have so many things to see and do.
You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears.
Be happy that we had so many years.
I gave you my love, you can only guess
How much you gave to me in happiness.
I thank you for the love you each have

shown,
But now it’s time I traveled on alone.
So grieve a while for me if grieve you must,
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.
It’s only for a while that we must part.
So bless the memories within your heart.
I won’t be far away, for life goes on.
So if you need me, call and I will come.
Though you can’t see or touch me, I’ll be

near—
And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear
All of my love around you soft and clear.
And then, when you must come this way

alone,
I’ll greet you with a smile and ‘‘Welcome

Home.’’

RECOGNITION OF NICOLA M.
ANTAKLI RECEIVING THE
ANTONIAN GOLD MEDAL AWARD

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, on June 9th of
this year, His Eminence Metropolitan Philip
Saliba visited my home State of Michigan in
order to present a very prestigious award to
Nicola Antokli. The Antonian Gold Medal
Award is the highest honor the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese of North Amer-
ica can bestow upon a member.

Born in Homs, Syria, Nicola Antakli came to
the United States as a student in 1955. After
establishing Middle East/African operations for
an auto company, he founded Intraco Corp.,
an international trading, consulting and export
management company with branches in Leb-
anon, Syria, Cyprus, and the United Arab

Emirates. Through his guidance and vision,
the company has mastered the art of devel-
oping mutually beneficial business partner-
ships in the world economy.

Nicola has been honored by many different
organizations for his hard work and dedication
to international commerce, but his church and
community involvement are his most reward-
ing duty. His civic interests range from state,
local and national politics to philanthropic as-
sociations and Arab-American groups. He is,
of course, deeply involved in his church. A life
member of the Order of St. Ignatius, he has
served as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America for the past 11
years. Currently Nicola is a member of St.
George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Troy,
MI, and is a founding member of St. Paul
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Naples, FL.

Few have achieved the same success in life
as Nicola Antakli has. Fewer still have dedi-
cated so much of the energy and resources of
that success to the betterment of others. I am
proud to know Nicola Antakli and to consider
him a friend. I understand the devotion and
sense of civic responsibility that one must
have in order to receive an Antonian Gold
Medal Award, and I ask each of you join me
in recognizing this remarkable achievement.

HONORING TERRY KRAEMER, JR.

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, today I com-
mend a young constituent of mine for his in-
sightful letter.

Terry Kraemer, Jr., of Palmdale, CA, sent
me a very thought provoking letter about the
recent death of his father, Terry Kraemer, Sr.,
due to melanoma. His letter recounted how his
father endured a painful death as his skin can-
cer traveled from a small mole on his leg to
his lymph system and then to other vital or-
gans.

He also told me about how his father served
his community as a Boy Scout leader, a coun-
seling intern, and as a ‘‘father figure’’ for many
of the children in the neighborhood.

In his dad’s memory, Terry wrote to me to
ask that Congress place a special emphasis
on finding a cure for melanoma and on edu-
cating other Americans, so they will not suffer
as Terry’s family has suffered.

His letter compelled me to find out what the
federal government is doing to prevent this
devastating disease. I was pleased to see that
both the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
have extensive programs on melanoma.

First, the NIH’s CancerNet website contains
a comprehensive page on melanoma including
information on early detection, symptoms, di-
agnosis, and treatment. CancerNet also ad-
dresses genetics, risk factors, and prevention

so that sun worshipers will be able to protect
themselves early and properly. You can find
CancerNet at http://cancernet.nci.nih.gov/can-
cerltypes/melanoma.shtml.

Second, the CDC sponsors the ‘‘Choose
Your Cover’’ Campaign—a skin cancer pre-
vention initiative aimed at children and young
adults. This program uses education materials,
brochures, posters, and public service an-
nouncements to remind young Americans that
they can have fun in the sun and still be safe.
For more information on this campaign, see
the CDC website at http://www.cdc.gov/
ChooseYourCover.

As we head to the beaches and outdoors
over this 4th of July recess, I appeal to all my
colleagues to learn more about melanoma by
reviewing these websites and to educate their
families and constituents about the ways to
prevent this horrible disease.

In closing, I want to thank Terry for bringing
this important issue to my attention. Terry put
aside his grief so that others will not suffer as
he has. He is a brave young man and de-
serves to be recognized. I am proud for this
opportunity to do so.

And, finally, on Terry’s behalf, I encourage
you all to ‘‘Choose Your Cover.’’

HONORING TOM ARCHER

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Tom Archer for a lifetime of
public service. Today he retires from years of
serving the citizens of Mariposa County as the
Human Services Director.

Tom’s academic endeavors have taken him
to some of our nation’s top universities. He re-
ceived a Bachelor’s degree in Social Science
from the California State University,
Stanislaus, a Master’s degree in Political
Science from the University of California,
Berkeley, and a Master of Social Work degree
from West Virginia University. He is currently
a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis.

Not only is Tom an accomplished scholar,
he is also a compassionate social worker and
an American soldier. Tom served in the United
States Navy, and has served as Director of
the Central Valley Regional Center in Merced,
California, as Council Member and Mayor Pro
Temp of the City of Merced, and most recently
as Human Services Director for the County of
Mariposa.

Tom has spent his lifetime dedicated to
sound community planning, managed growth,
and intergovernmental relations in diverse
communities throughout the country. He has
served selflessly and strengthened every com-
munity he has touched with his longstanding
interest in extending social and cultural pro-
grams to all citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate Tom Ar-
cher on his achievements and thank him for
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his dedication to our communities. I ask my
colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Archer
many more years of continued success.

INTERNET TELEPHONY ACCESS
CHARGE PROHIBITION ACT OF 2000

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce legislation to permanently prohibit
‘‘per minute,’’ or time sensitive, access
charges on Internet telephone calls. Mr.
Speaker, telephone calls over the Internet—
often referred to as ‘‘IP telephony’’ or ‘‘VOIP
(voice over Internet protocol)’’—has a bright
future for telecommunications competitors and
consumers but only if we succeed in treating
it from a regulatory standpoint in a way that is
consistent with the flat rate nature of the Inter-
net itself.

The legislation I am introducing today pre-
vents per minute access charges on the pro-
viders of Internet telephone service. This pro-
hibition would cover any per minute access
charges irrespective of whether such access
charges are levied for the purpose of universal
service funding or for any underlying cost of
providing such access.

A little history of how we got here I believe
is important. Back in the late 1980s, the
Reagan FCC was poised to abandon the ac-
cess charge exemption that so-called ‘‘en-
hanced service providers’’ such as Prodigy
and Compuserve had enjoyed. I convened
hearings as then-Telecommunications Sub-
committee Chairman to battle any per minute
access charge on this nascent information in-
dustry. At a Boston field hearing in October of
1987, I argued to the Chairman of the FCC
that it was vital to nurture and foster the devel-
opment of this new industry and that the re-
sulting rate shock from per minute fees would
destroy the economic base of the information
providers. I was greatly concerned that the
FCC proposal would put this exciting service
out of reach financially for millions of con-
sumers.

Successfully defeating that Reagan FCC
proposal was one of the key decisions in the
development of the Internet. In other words, it
was not by accident that the Internet has de-
veloped largely as a flat rate medium, it was
by design—but not without a battle.

Recently, the House of Representatives ap-
proved a bill (H.R. 1291) that purportedly was
crafted to address a ‘‘threat’’ that Congress or
the FCC was going to impose access charges
on the Internet. No such threat exists. Never-
theless many Members of Congress had re-
ceived letters—generated by rumors on the
Internet—about a bill that would impose a
‘‘modem tax,’’ or a per minute fee, on email or
consumers’ general Internet use. This fictitious
bill—sponsored by the equally fictitious Rep-
resentative Schnell—allegedly aimed to im-
pose new fees on Internet use.

The bill that the House approved however,
didn’t technically prohibit access charges on
the Internet—the bill only prohibits access
charge fees that would support universal serv-
ice. It did not prohibit per minute access
charges that could be assessed by local
phone companies for recovering access costs

that did not go into any universal service sup-
port mechanism. Most shocking, however, is
the fact that the bill includes a legislative
‘‘green light’’ to the FCC to support per minute
fees on internet telephone calls by specifically
exempting IP telephony from H.R. 1291’s (al-
beit incomplete) access charge prohibition.

This big ‘‘legislative wink’’ that the bill’s sup-
porters give to the FCC, i.e., to look at access
charges on Internet telephony providers may
accelerate and embolden efforts by local
phone companies to pressure the FCC into
permitting local phone companies to assess
per minute charges on IP telephony providers.
Congress should not, in my view, be expressly
and overtly exempting Internet telephone calls
from the current access charge exemption.

Moreover, my legislation to close the IP
telephone exemption contained in H.R. 1291
would also mitigate against the creation of a
potentially huge privacy issue. Who is going to
monitor your Internet usage to see which of
your bits are email bits, which are websurfing
bits, and which are bits representing telephone
calls?

The bill I introduce today is designed to
remedy this situation. It is based upon the
amendment that I offered in the House Com-
merce Committee to prohibit the FCC from au-
thorizing per minute charges on Internet te-
lephony. I believe we need to safeguard the
flat rate nature of the Internet for consumers.
Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues in the
House will look favorably upon this policy.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, on June 21, 2000
through June 23, 2000, I missed rollcall votes
number 298 through 321, due to the death of
my father, Albert F. Wynn. Had I been present
I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall votes 299,
302, 303, 305, 306, 307, 308, 309, 310, 311,
312, 313, 314, 321 and ‘‘aye’’ on votes 298,
300, 301, 304, 315, 316, 317, 318, 319 and
320.

RECOGNIZING THE FREMONT
FESTIVAL

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an event in
the 13th district that has become widely pop-
ular and enormously successful. The Fremont
Festival of the Arts, sponsored by the Fremont
Chamber of Commerce, will continue for this,
its 17th year.

This festival attracts over 400,000 attendees
and will feature more than 750 artists, 40 cul-
inary selections and 20 bands. This efforts is
underwritten by the Fremont Chamber of
Commerce and made possible by over 300
volunteers who give willingly of their time for
the betterment of our community.

It takes generous and concerned individuals
like those volunteers to reach out and make a

difference, ensuring promise and opportunity
for this and future generations to enjoy. The
spirit of community service is alive and thriving
in Fremont, as in many communities through-
out our nation. The City of Fremont has re-
cently been recognized as an All-American
City, an honor which was also promoted by
the Fremont Chamber of Commerce.

I am indeed proud to salute the efforts of
the organizers of the Fremont Festival of the
Arts for making my district a better place in
which to live. I particularly would like to com-
mend the efforts of David M. O’Hara, the vol-
unteer Chairman of the Festival for his gen-
erous and untiring efforts on behalf of my con-
stituents.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on June 26, 2000 I was unavoidably de-
tained and consequently missed one vote, roll-
call 326. Had I been here I would have voted
‘‘no’’ on the passage of H.R. 4690.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL
OF IOWA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained while en route from Iowa back
to Washington yesterday afternoon. Due to an
aircraft mechanical problem, I missed rollcall
vote No. 322, the Sanford amendment. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ I also
missed rollcall vote No. 323, the Olver amend-
ment. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’ Finally, I also missed rollcall vote No.
324, the Hostettler amendment. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

RECOGNIZE THE CENTENNIAL OF
STAMFORD, TEXAS

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with a great deal of Texas pride to recognize
the Centennial of my hometown, Stamford,
Texas.

On June 30, 2000, citizens in this small
West Texas town will gather to celebrate this
event. Founded by owners of the SMS
Ranches and the President of the Texas Cen-
tral Railway, Stamford will honor the Centen-
nial with the unveiling of a large sculpture
made of steel that depicts a mounted cowboy
meeting the railroad. The sculpture acknowl-
edges the two industries—agriculture and rail-
ways—that contributed to the City’s founding.
Citizens will also place items into a time cap-
sule that will be opened at the Bicentennial.

I wish to include in the RECORD a brief his-
tory of the City. In addition, I want to include
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an excellent article by Stamford native Ron
Calhoun that appeared in the June 2000 issue
of Texas Co-Op Power.

I know that many of my colleagues join me
in congratulating Stamford on this important
occasion.

THE CITY OF STAMFORD

The City of Stamford was established
through the combined influence of the own-
ers of the SMS Ranches and the Texas Cen-
tral Railroad.

Svante Magnus Swenson, who immigrated
from Sweden in 1836, bought 100,000 acres of
West Texas land, sight-unseen from railroad
scrip which included portions of Jones,
Throckmorton, Shackelford, Haskell and
Stonewall Counties.

Until 1882, because of the threat of Indian
depredation, isolation and lack of operating
capital, the ranch land lay unused. It was at
that time, after receiving word that Texas
was imposing taxes on land, that Swenson
decided to bring his two sons, Eric Pierson
(E.P.) and Swen Albin (S.A.) to Texas to
begin utilizing the family’s vast holdings in
West Texas—thus beginning the SMS
Ranches.

The Swenson Brothers realized that a rail-
road in their area was a necessity. In 1899, a
meeting of the Swensons and Henry McHarg,
president of the Texas Central Railway, re-
sulted in the extension of the line from Al-
bany, Texas, and the beginnings of a new
townsite. The Swensons gave every other lot
in the new townsite to the railroad, which
was laid out on ranch property.

McHarg named the new town Stamford
after his hometown of Stamford, Con-
necticut. It was also the hometown of
Eleanora Swenson Towne, a daughter of S.M.
Swenson.

The first building in Stamford was opened
on January 8, 1900. Robert Lee Penick had
the building moved from Anson to the site
for the new town.

Penick had arranged with P.P. Berthelot,
manager of the townsite company, for cer-
tain lots to be established by the first busi-
ness establishment. Sale of lots had not offi-
cially begun, but Berthelot assured Penick
that he could have the lot if he were willing
to take on possible change of price, since
they had not yet been determined. A small
frame structure, the house was set into place
on that site and a sign tacked on the front of
the building reading, ‘‘The Bank of Stam-
ford.’’ The first deposit was 15 cents and was
made by Nathan Leavitt, Stamford’s first
postmaster. Just one week later, J.S. Mor-
row of Anson opened up a second bank, the
Morrow-Lowden.

Additional lots were sold on January 15.
Penick-Colbert-Hughes and Baker-Bryant
were two of the firms to buy lots. Leavitt
bought a lot for the post office. The town
was plotted and the principal streets were
named McHarg and Swenson, thus beginning
the town of Stamford. The first train came
over the new extension on February 11, 1900.

In the spring of 1900, the construction of
the historic Stamford Inn was begun. It was
formally opened in February 1901, operated
by the Townsite Company, under the direc-
tion of W.E. Gunnig. Destroyed by fire in
1924, the motel was rebuilt and purchased by
A.C. Cooper, and in the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s
became a well-known hotel for travelers,
visitors and railroad workers. The Stamford
Inn was sold in the mid 40’s and was a retire-
ment home until the mid 70’s.

Most of Stamford’s early operatives were
established by the Townsite Company. The
electric light plant was installed in 1900.
This was later disposed of to the Stamford
Gas and Electric Company in 1907 and still
later was acquired by the West Texas Utili-
ties, still operating the City.

Stamford’s first chamber of Commerce was
established a few days after the town started
as the old Commercial Club with Penick as
president.

The town was incorporated on January 24,
1901, and P.P. Berthelot, secretary and busi-
ness manager of the Townsite Company was
elected as the first mayor.

In 1903, city fathers built a two-story
building in the middle of the downtown
square. The first floor served as City Hall
and the second floor was an Opera House.
R.L. Penick had been elected mayor just
prior to the construction.

In 1917, the U.S. government purchased the
land to build a new Post Office. The City
Hall was torn down and rebuilt in it’s exist-
ing location at the corner of Wetherbee and
McHarg Streets.

Agriculture was the primary industry. The
Swenson’s Hereford cattle herd combined
with other area ranches were a huge boost to
the economy. Additionally, cotton was the
primary crop in the area. In 1905, a world-
record 40,000 bales were shipped from the
area.

Another factor for growth was the building
of other railroads through Stamford. In 1907,
the Texas Central extended its rails 40 miles
west to Rotan and the Wichita Valley Rail-
road reached Stamford, linking Wichita
Falls and Abilene. The Stamford North-
western Railway Company was chartered in
1909 and the railroad was built from Stam-
ford to Spur. Swenson Cattle company was a
large stockholder in this railroad and they
built cotton gins for the farmers along the
route. By 1915, approximately twelve pas-
senger trains were departing from Stamford
and many wholesale houses were opened to
accommodate business in the area.

Stamford’s early religious, cultural and
educational life was not neglected. Churches
were especially deemed desirable additions
to the community by the Townsite orga-
nizers who donated plots to each denomina-
tion. In fact, Cumberland Presbyterian
Church (later re-named Central Pres-
byterian) was organized prior to the actual
beginning of the town, on September 3, 1899.
St. John’s United Methodist church and the
First Baptist Church were both organized in
1900 followed by the Christian Church and
the West Side Baptist Mission.

Stamford’s first school was built on Moran
Street with Professor Coss Rose as the first
superintendent. Citizens subscribed $4,000 for
the erection of the building.

In 1906, twenty acres was donated by the
Townsite Company to establish Stamford
College. A fire in 1916 destroyed the adminis-
tration building and the college was moved
to Abilene and the name changed to
McMurry University.

In early Spring of 1930, a small group of
Stamford men organized the Texas Cowboy
Reunion as an annual rodeo and reunion of
cowboys and ranchers of the area which
would help boost the local economy, as well.
Staged each year during the Fourth of July
weekend, the Texas Cowboy Reunion, known
as the World’s Largest Amateur Rodeo, con-
tinues to entertain approximately 25,000 each
year.

In 1950, Paint Creek, north of Stamford,
was damned to enable Stamford to have a
lake with an adequate water supply. Today
the lake is a popular recreational area for
boating, camping and fishing.

Today, the railroad which played such a
large role in the development of Stamford
one hundred years ago, is no more. The Bur-
lington Northern Railroad (final proprietor
of the line) abandoned the track in the late
1990s.

However, cotton, cattle and wheat con-
tinue to be among the town’s leading indus-
try with Swenson Land and Cattle Company

still in operation and headquartered in
Stamford.

[From the Texas Co-op Power, June 2000]
STAMFORD CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION—THE

SAGA OF THE SWENSONS

(By Ron Calhoun)
Out in the wide open spaces between Abi-

lene and Wichita Falls, a traveler hardly no-
tices Stamford anymore—not since Highway
277 bypassed the town square a few years
ago. Unfortunately, it has gone the way of
other small West Texas towns in loss of pop-
ulation and businesses. But Stamford still
takes pride in its history in the settlement
of the area.

Stamford celebrates its centennial this
year, and no family had more to do with the
founding of the town and development of the
area’s economy than the Swenson family,
one of the most remarkable ranching fami-
lies in Texas. The visionary family donated
the land on which Stamford was built, re-
cruited fellow Swedes to settle the area and
helped develop modern ranching techniques.

Swante Magnus (S.M.) Swenson left Swe-
den at 22 and arrived penniless in Galveston
in 1838. He was the first Swede in Texas and
destined to lead many others from his native
land to settle in the Lone Star State.
Swenson, a resourceful, ambitious man,
didn’t take long to overcome tough cir-
cumstances. Knowing no English, he talked
his way into a $15 a month job at a mer-
cantile business in Columbia, Texas’ first
capital. Shortly afterward, he was selling
goods out of a wagon among the plantations
of the Stephen F. Austin Colony and shortly
after that he was managing, then buying
plantations.

Swenson headed to Austin, the new state
capital, in 1850 and became a close friend of
Sam Houston and other Texas leaders of the
day. He was put in charge of such important
matters as furnishing the new governor’s
mansion and determining how to finance
state and local government.

He quickly became the biggest land dealer
in Texas, retaining for himself 100,000 acres
in unsettled northwest Texas—land he main-
ly obtained from railroad companies that
were granted millions of acres by the state
to extend their lines into the interior.

But Swenson would never live in West
Texas. An abolitionist, he fled to Mexico dur-
ing the Civil War and afterward moved to
New York City with his family. He leased his
acreage to his sons Eric and Albin. They also
lived on the East Coast, but distance didn’t
discourage them from forming an ambitious
Texas ranching operation known as Swenson
Brothers. They started by fencing 50,000
acres east of what today is Stamford and
stocking the acreage with quality cattle and
horses.

Those 50,000 acres eventually were sold off
to Swedish immigrants encouraged by the
Swensons to come to Texas. A community
called Ericsdahl was formed, landmarked
today by a beautiful Lutheran Church. Many
Swedish immigrants worked as cowboys for
the Swensons; others prospered by farming,
and later by the discovery of oil on their
land.

The Swensons bought more and more land.
Eventually their holdings included the
Throckmorton Ranch (106,000 acres); the Flat
Top Ranch (41,000 acres) adjacent to Stam-
ford; and the Tongue River Ranch (79,000
acres) in King, Motley and Dickens counties.
In 1898, the Swensons donated land for the
Stamford townsite, giving every other lot to
Texas Central Railroad to entice the com-
pany to extend lines from Albany. The rail-
road reached Stamford on February 11, 1900.

The Swensons built the Stamford Inn to
accommodate cattle buyers and other visi-
tors. Known as the ‘‘high bosses,’’ the aloof
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and reserved Swenson brothers visited Stam-
ford only occasionally. They wore derby hats
and toured the ranches in Model T Fords.
The Swensons also founded the town of Spur
in Dickens County, the site of which was
part of the Espuela Land & Cattle Co. and its
438,000 acres, which they’d purchased.

In 1926, the firm became the Swenson Land
& Cattle Co. Much of the Espuela acreage
was sold over the years, and today hundreds
of farmers and small ranches in the Stam-
ford-Spur area trace their original land ti-
tles to Swenson land.

The Swensons were to become even
wealthier when oil was discovered on their
land. They used the profits for water devel-
opment and pasture improvements that were
widely copied. Their firm had such a good
reputation for management that one of their

top employees, Clifford B. Jones, was named
president of Texas Tech in 1938.

But, alas, the Swenson Land & Cattle Co.
is no more. It died in a Dallas law office in
1978. Like many other famous ranching em-
pires in Texas, it fell victim to heirs who
could not agree on the company’s future.
The ranches were divided and much of the
acreage has been sold.

Bruce Swenson of Dallas still owns the
Flat Top and Throckmorton ranches. His
great-grandfather, S.M., died in 1896, but his
legacy lives on in the famed SMS brand
(with the S’s turned backward).

On June 30, Stamford will celebrate its
centennial with a parade, a hamburger cook-
out and the dedication of a monument. And,
as it has for the past 70 years, the town will
throw its annual Texas Cowboy Reunion

(July 1–4), the world’s largest amateur rodeo,
complete with working cowboys, a parade,
an old timers reunion, a ball, a western art
show and real chuckwagon food. (For infor-
mation, call Gary Mathis or Beverly
Swenson at the Swenson Ranches office at
(915) 773–3614.)

The Swenson record is finely detailed in a
book by Mary Whatley Clarke, a Palo Pinto
native and journalist. Published in 1976, it’s
titled The Swenson Saga and the SMS
Ranches. Partly based on Gail Swenson’s
master’s thesis at the University of Texas
and conversations Clarke had with the last
of the Swenson managers, it is the story of
an astute, risk-taking family that helped
make Texas the great state that it is today.
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