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(C) PROGRESS AT THE ORGANIZATION OF
AMERICAN STATES ON A MONITORING PROC-
ESS.—An assessment of progress in the Orga-
nization of American States (OAS) toward
creation of an effective, transparent, and
viable Convention compliance monitoring
process which includes input from the pri-
vate sector and non-governmental organiza-
tions.

(D) FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS.—A description
of the anticipated future work of the Parties
to the Convention to expand its scope and as-
sess other areas where the Convention could
be amended to decrease corrupt activities.

(2) MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE.—When the
United States receives a request for assist-
ance under Article XIV of the Convention
from a country with which it has in force a
bilateral treaty for mutual legal assistance
in criminal matters, the bilateral treaty will
provide the legal basis for responding to that
request. In any case of assistance sought
from the United States under Article XIV of
the Convention, the United States shall, con-
sistent with U.S. laws, relevant treaties and
arrangements, deny assistance where grant-
ing the assistance sought would prejudice its
essential public policy interest, including
cases where the Central Authority, after
consultation with all appropriate intel-
ligence, anti-narcotic, and foreign policy
agencies, has specific information that a sen-
ior government official who will have access
to information to be provided under the Con-
vention is engaged in a felony, including the
facilitation of the production or distribution
of illegal drugs.

(3) SUPREMACY OF THE CONSTITUTION.—
Nothing in the Convention requires or au-
thorizes legislation or other action by the
United States of America that is prohibited
by the Constitution of the United States as
interpreted by the United States.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KYL:

S. 2834. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior, acting through the Bureau of
Reclamation, to convey property to the
Greater Yuma Port Authority of Yuma
County, Arizona, for use as an international
port of entry; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. 2835. A bill to provide an appropriate
transition from the interim payment system
for home health services to the prospective
payment system for such services under the
medicare program; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. HAGEL (for himself, Mr. ABRA-
HAM, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
COVERDELL, Mr. McCAIN, Mr.
ASHCROFT, and Mr. KYL):

S. 2836. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide medicare
beneficiaries with access to affordable out-
patient prescription drugs; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. CRAIG:

S. 2837. A Dbill to amend the Fair Debt Col-
lection Practices Act to reduce the cost of
credit, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. HUTCHINSON:

S. 2838. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to provide for a program to provide informa-
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tion to the public on the use of bio-
technology to produce food for human con-
sumption, to support additional research re-
garding the potential economic and environ-
mental risks and benefits of using bio-
technology to produce food, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
DoDD, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. MACK):

S. Res. 332. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate with respect to the peace
process in Northern Ireland; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. HELMS:

S. Con. Res. 126. An original concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Congress
that the President should support free and
fair elections and respect for democracy in
Haiti; placed on the calendar.

By Mr. FITZGERALD:

S. Con. Res. 127. A concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of the Congress that the
Parthenon Marbles should be returned to
Greece; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Mr. SANTORUM:

S. Con. Res. 128. A concurrent resolution to
urge the Nobel Commission to award the
Nobel Prize for Peace to His Holiness, Pope
John Paul II, for his dedication to fostering
peace throughout the world; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
GORTON, Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. BYRD, Mr. CONRAD, Mr.
BENNETT, and Mr. GRAMS):

S. Con. Res. 129. A concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress regarding
the importance and value of education in
United States history; considered and agreed
to.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KYL:

S. 2834. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through
the Bureau of Reclamation, to convey
property to the Greater Yuma Port Au-
thority of Yuma County, Arizona, for
use as an international port of entry;
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

LEGISLATION TO CONVEY LAND TO THE GREATER
YUMA PORT AUTHORITY FOR CONSTRUCTION OF
A SECOND COMMERCIAL PORT OF ENTRY FOR
THE YUMA AREA
Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I introduce

a bill today to facilitate the construc-

tion of a secondary port of entry in

Yuma County. I introduce this measure

in collaboration with Representative

ED PASTOR, who has taken the lead on

this issue in the House of Representa-

tives and has seen his bill H.R. 3023,

through to passage just this week by a

vote of 404 to 1.

The identical bill I introduce today
will convey to the Greater Yuma Port
Authority an area of land currently
controlled by the Bureau of Reclama-
tion for the purpose of constructing a
commercial port of entry on approxi-

S6257

mately 330 acres of land just east of the
city of San Luis.

Anyone who has ever been to the U.S.
port of entry in San Luis, Arizona,
knows that traffic congestion there
causes such bad delays that oftentimes
individuals attempting to conduct
cross-border trade there, bring goods
across the border, or simply visit rel-
atives and friends, are discouraged
from crossing the border or are faced
with spending two to four hours to
cross. The port of entry at San Luis
has become one of the busiest ports-of-
crossing in the nation.

After months of negotiation, all of
the local principals involved in this ef-
fort, from the city of Yuma to Yuma
County, the city of San Luis and
Somerton and the Cocopah Indian Na-
tion, and the Bureau of Reclamation,
now fully support this effort. The bill
will facilitate the construction of an
additional commercial port of entry
just east of San Luis, to be conveyed to
the Greater Yuma Port Authority
(YMPO) for fair market value.

Mr. President, this legislation will
make a difference to the people of Ari-
zona, particularly to the people of
Yuma and surrounding areas. It will
help increase cross-border trade in the
area, and will help to spur economic
development for an Arizona region in
need. I urge expeditious consideration
of this legislation.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself
and Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. 2835. A bill to provide an appro-
priate transition from the interim pay-
ment system for home health services
to the prospective payment system for
such services under the medicare pro-
gram; to the Committee on Finance.

MEDICARE HOME HEALTH REFINEMENT ACT OF
2000

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today I am joining Senator FEINGOLD
of Wisconsin in introducing the Medi-
care Home Health Refinement Act of
2000. I want to thank my colleague for
inviting me to join him in this effort to
preserve our nation’s home health pro-
viders.

In my work as Chairman of the Sen-
ate Special Committee on Aging, of
which Senator FEINGOLD is a member, I
have been monitoring our nation’s crit-
ical home health care system closely.
In 1997, we investigated distressing ex-
amples of fraud and abuse among a few
home health agencies (HHAs). In 1998, 1
chaired a hearing on the devastating
effects of the Interim Payment System
(IPS) for home health. Unfortunately,
my legislative efforts to improve the
payment system that year were
blocked. Last year, the Aging Com-
mittee held a hearing on the new
OASIS information collection instru-
ment, and on the burden it imposed on
home care providers.

At this point in 2000, the main chal-
lenge facing our system of home care is
the new Prospective Payment System
(PPS), which will take effect on Octo-
ber 1 of this year. We’ve been working
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