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Rural America Prosperity Act of 2000. I
am pleased to be a cosponsor, along
with my colleagues, Senators LUGAR,
ROBERTS, and SANTORUM. I am a co-
sponsor of this bill because it gives our
farmers some of the tools they need to
succeed in today’s economy and works
to finish what was a key tool in our
current agriculture policy.

In 1996, we passed a new version of
the farm bill. This legislation began
the process of eliminating government
control over farmers. No longer did the
government dictate what crops farmers
could plant. Farmers could use their
own discretion, honed by generations
of living on the land, as to how their
land and finances would be managed.
The farm bill made numerous steps in
the right direction, but there is more
we can do. This, I believe, is a very im-
portant step to make this legislation
better and more flexible.

This legislation takes us a few steps
further down the road to better farm-
ing policy. It includes three important
tax provisions that I feel are vital to
the survival of Montana’s and Amer-
ica’s farmers. The first is the repeal of
the estate tax, which would allow
farms to be passed along to the next
generation. Without the repeal, sons
and daughters are forced to sell the
only home they have ever known to
pay the estate taxes, when their par-
ents die. Family farms are dis-
appearing fast enough without this
added burden.

The second vital tax provision is the
exclusion of capital gains from the sale
of farmland. This simply puts farm
owners on an even playing field with
homeowners, who already benefit from
exclusion of capital gains. The third
tax provision lies in the area of health
insurance. Farmers, and others who are
self-employed, do not have health in-
surance provided for them. They must
cover the full cost themselves. This
legislation would give those who are
self-employed a tax deduction for the
cost of their insurance.

Farmers, more than any other sector
of our economy are likely to experi-
ence substantial fluctuations in in-
come. Market forces in farming are
very unique: drought, flooding, infesta-
tion and disease all play a vital role in
a farmer’s bottom line. And it’s not
often when the elements of mother na-
ture allow for a profitable harvest
more than once in several years. I be-
lieve that farmers need to be able to
smooth out fluctuations in their in-
come in order to offset the effect of the
high marginal tax rates that occur in
years when both yield and prices are
up. Income averaging is an important
tool for farmers. Currently, alternative
minimum taxes prevent many farmers
from receiving the benefits of income
averaging. This bill would fix that.
Farmers will be able to put up to 20
percent of their annual farm income
into a FARRM account that is de-
ducted from their taxes.

As many of you know, while the rest
of the economy is surging ahead, agri-
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culture has been left behind in the
dust. Prices are dropping, and farmers
and ranchers are going out of business.
We must assist in their survival and
the development of new markets is an
essential part of that survival. Impos-
ing trade sanctions hurts American
farmers and ranchers. Sanctions have
effectively shut out American agricul-
tural producers from 11 percent of the
world market, with sanctions imposed
on various products of over 60 coun-
tries. They allow our competitors an
open door to those markets where
sanctions are imposed by the United
States. In times like these our pro-
ducers need every available marketing
option open to them. We cannot afford
lost market share. Foreign markets
offer a great opportunity for our agri-
cultural products and negotiating
trade agreements may put life back
into our rural communities.

The farm bill took bold steps, but we
cannot stop there. This legislation con-
tinues to make those steps towards a
better situation for our farmers.

————

IT IS TIME TO UPDATE THE MIS-
SOURI RIVER MASTER MANUAL

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I am
pleased to take this opportunity to join
my colleagues to discuss the issue of
how the Missouri River should be man-
aged by the Corps of Engineers and to
address the remarks made earlier this
week by my friends and colleagues
from Missouri, Senators BOND and
ASHCROFT. This issue has come before
the Senate because some of my col-
leagues from states downstream on the
Missouri River are attempting to po-
liticize the management of the River.

They are trying to politicize this
issue by adding a rider to the Energy
and Water Appropriations bill to pre-
vent the Corps of Engineers from
changing the 40 year old Master Man-
ual that sets the management policy of
the River.

Let me assure you and the rest of my
colleagues that after 40 years, the man-
agement of the Missouri River is in se-
rious need of an update to reflect the
current realities of the River. As the
discussion—and sometimes, heated de-
bate—continues with respect to the
Missouri River and its various uses, the
Army Corps of Engineers has proposed
a revision of the Master Manual which
governs how the River is managed.

I was among those who first called
for a revision of the Master Manual be-
cause I firmly believed then, as I do
now, that over the years, we in the
Upper Basin states have lived with an
unfortunate lack of parity under the
current management practices on the
Missouri River. It is no secret that we
continue to suffer from an upstream vs.
downstream conflict of interest on Mis-
souri River uses. For example, tradi-
tionally, navigation has been empha-
sized on the Missouri River, to the det-
riment of river ecosystems and rec-
reational uses. I recognize that naviga-
tion activities often support mid-
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western agriculture, however the navi-
gation industry has been declining
since it peaked in the late 1970’s. It is
no longer appropriate to grossly favor
navigation above other uses of the
river.

Those of us from the upstream states
have been working for more than 10
years to get the Corps of Engineers to
finally make changes in the 40 year old
Master Manual for the Missouri River.

After more than 40 years, the time
has come for the management of the
Missouri River to reflect the current
economic realities of a $90 million an-
nual recreation impact upstream,
versus a $7 million annual navigation
impact downstream. The Corps has
been managing the Missouri River for
navigation for far too long and it is
time to finally bring the Master Man-
ual into line with current economic re-
alities.

As I stated earlier, the process to re-
view and update the Master Manual
began more than 10 years ago, in 1989,
in response to concerns regarding the
operation of the main stem dams,
mainly during drought periods. A draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) was published in September 1994
and was followed by a public comment
period. In response to numerous com-
ments, the Corps agreed to prepare a
Revised DEIS.

After years of revisions and updates
that have dragged this process out to
ridiculous lengths, the Corps finally
came forward with alternatives to the
current Master Manual, including the
“‘split season’ alternative, which I
strongly support, along with my col-
leagues from the Upper Basin states.
Those of us from the States in the
Upper Basin are determined to work
aggressively for the interests of our re-
gion. For decades our states have made
many significantly sacrifices which
have benefited people living further
south along the Missouri River.

Now is the time to finally bring an
outdated and unfair management plan
for the Missouri River up to date with
modern economic realities.

————
MOUNT HELM BAPTIST CHURCH

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, today I rise
to honor the oldest African-American
church in the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, Mount Helm Baptist Church.
Not only is it the oldest African-Amer-
ican church, but it is also one of the
oldest churches in the State of Mis-
sissippi. Throughout this year, Mount
Helm will be celebrating its 165th Anni-
versary with a theme ‘‘Celebrating Our
Heritage: Anticipating Our Future”.
This year’s theme should be echoed in
the hearts and minds of everyone. This
church clearly exemplifies this theme.
Mount Helm, which was founded in
1835, has continuously been a commu-
nity leader and a strong advocate for
Christianity and the spreading of the
Gospel.

Prior Lee, a prominent Jacksonian,
developed a deep interest in religion
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and provided the resources for the con-
struction of the First Baptist Church.
After the church was completed, Lee
persuaded the congregation to allow
the African-Americans to hold their
own worship services in the basement
of the church. The Thirteenth Amend-
ment, which abolished slavery, was
ratified in 1867 and African-Americans
withdrew from the First Baptist
Church and erected their own church
home, thus forming Mount Helm Bap-
tist Church.

During its 165 years of existence,
Mount Helm Baptist Church has had
the leadership of 21 pastors. Mount
Helm is currently being pastored by
the Reverend John R. Johnson, Jr.
Under his leadership, it has always
been a pillar of faith and support to
local churches and the surrounding
community. The Thomas and Mary
Helm family, motivated by a benevo-
lent and sympathetic spirit, donated
the land upon which African-Ameri-
cans built their first church edifice.

The City of Jackson and the State of
Mississippi are grateful for Mount
Helm’s Baptist Church leadership and
accomplishments.

———

THE BREAST AND CERVICAL
CANCER TREATMENT ACT

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, last
month, the Finance Committee re-
ported a bill by voice vote to provide
treatment for low-income women iden-
tified as having breast or cervical can-
cer through a federal screening pro-
gram. I rise today to urge the Senate
to expeditiously take up and pass this
legislation.

In 1990, the Senate unanimously ap-
proved establishment of the National
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early De-
tection Program, a CDC program which
has expanded screening for these dis-
eases to over one million women. Un-
fortunately, after receiving diagnosis,
many of these women find themselves
without health insurance and with no
one to turn to for treatment. This is
unconscionable—it’s time to finish the
job.

Earlier this summer, I hosted wom-
en’s health forums in Virginia to dis-
cuss with women health concerns of
priority. Breast and cervical cancer
survivors asked me to come to you and
my distinguished colleagues and urge
your support for swift passage of this
legislation. I was pleased to support
the bill in Committee, and I am happy
to echo their words to you.

73 Senators have cosponsored this
proposal and the House of Representa-
tives, in May, passed companion legis-
lation with overwhelming support. Mr.
President, on behalf of all women, I
urge the Senate to take up and pass
this legislation as soon as possible.

—————

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, July 26, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,669,530,258,286.44 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred sixty-nine billion,
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five hundred thirty million, two hun-
dred fifty-eight thousand, two hundred
eighty-six dollars and forty-four cents).

One year ago, July 26, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,636,526,000,000
(Five trillion, six hundred thirty-six
billion, five hundred twenty-six mil-
lion).

Five years ago, July 26, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,941,609,000,000
(Four trillion, nine hundred forty-one
billion, six hundred nine million).

Ten years ago, July 26, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,164,872,000,000
(Three trillion, one hundred sixty-four
billion, eight hundred seventy-two mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, July 26, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,798,967,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred ninety-
eight billion, nine hundred sixty-seven
million) which reflects a debt increase
of almost $4 trillion—
$3,870,563,258,286.44 (Three trillion,
eight hundred seventy billion, five hun-
dred sixty-three million, two hundred
fifty-eight thousand, two hundred
eighty-six dollars and forty-four cents)
during the past 15 years.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRUCK DRIVERS ACT OF HEROISM

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, today I
would like to take the opportunity to
say a few words of praise for an act of
heroism displayed by a couple of long
haul truckers earlier this month in my
home state of Montana.

I came to the floor today to not only
praise the good deed but to also sup-
port a mode of transportation that sup-
ports the economy of Montana and the
entire nation.

As I have said, earlier this month in
my home state of Montana a pair of
truckers rescued four people from a car
that had overturned in a ditch filled
with flood water. The car, containing
three people, was submerged under-
water for at least three minutes after
skidding off an eastern Montana high-
way during a flash flood which left
only the car’s tires above water.

Luckily for the passengers, a truck
driver stopped just past the overturned
car. The trucker backed his trailer off
the road and over the bank risking his
own safety and property. After secur-
ing a chain around the bumper of his
trailer, he waded into the water, se-
cured the other end around the car and
pulled it back up onto the road. A sec-
ond truck driver also stopped to assist.

I would like to recognize these un-
known individuals for their heroism.
Too often we take our nation’s truck-
ers for granted. It is continually be-
coming more and more difficult to
make a living as a long haul trucker in
this country considering fuel prices
and regulatory factors. The high cost
of fuel has hit this industry especially
hard.

A proposal to drastically alter a
trucker’s drive and rest periods is
being considered by the Administra-
tion. This proposal threatens not only
to increase the costs of long haul
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truckers, it also threatens to keep
them away from their families for
longer durations. I think it is about
time we take a long hard look at the
important role these truckers play in
our daily lives.

Whether it’s a delivery to our local
grocery or the transport of petroleum
products, these truckers sacrifice time
away from their families to make our
lives easier and better. Mr. President, I
would like to ask my colleagues to join
me to ensure any hours of service pro-
posal accomplishes three important
goals: Ensure safety on our nation’s
highways; ensure truckers are not bur-
dened with additional costs; and ensure
the final ruling will allow truckers to
spend more of their non-driving time at
home with their families. The current
proposal fails miserably to address
these matters.

Again, I would like to personally
thank and commend the two individual
truckers for their heroism, but also
commend all truckers for their hard
work and dedication to safety on our
highways.

Thank you, Mr. President, I yield the
floor.e

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JAMES E.
KELLEY

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the humanitarian
work of James Kelley of Fort Wayne,
Indiana.

For many years, Mr. Kelley has been
known for his successes as an entre-
preneur and philanthropist in Indiana.
He founded the Kelley Automotive
group in 1952 which now employs over
1200 employees in both Indiana and
Georgia. His dedication to public serv-
ice has been evident through his serv-
ice on the boards of the Fort Wayne
Chamber of Commerce, Junior
Achievement, Big Brothers and Big
Sisters, the Boys and Girls Club of Fort
Wayne, the YMCA, Fort Wayne Na-
tional Bank, the Fort Wayne Aviation
Museum, and the Arthritis Foundation.

Recently, Mr. Kelley has devoted his
energies to developing a grain business
in the Republic of Moldova. The Repub-
lic of Moldova is a small country ap-
proximately the size of Indiana with a
population of 4.8 million people. Since
the dissolution of the Soviet Union in
1991, Moldova has been struggling to
successfully transition from a com-
munist system to a democratic repub-
lic.

One of the greatest challenges facing
this burgeoning country is that of eco-
nomic development. In 1999 the per cap-
ita income in Moldova was only $2,200
and inflation was at 43 percent.
Through his purchase of a grain eleva-
tor and his partnership with the farm-
ers of Moldova, Mr. Kelley has been
able to loan local farmers feed, fer-
tilizer, and fuel. In the near future, he
plans to introduce modern farming
techniques that will increase crop
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