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Sikhs, Kashmiris, Christians, and other mi-
nority nations and peoples decide their own
political future in a free and fair vote, as
democratic countries do. America has re-
peatedly granted this opportunity to Puerto
Rico and Canada has permitted Quebec to do
so. Why can’t the ‘‘world’s largest democ-
racy’’ settle these issues the democratic
way?

America is the bastion of freedom for the
world. We cannot accept this kind of bru-
tality and tyranny from a government that
claims to be democratic. We call on you to
press Prime Minister Vajpayee on the issues
of human rights and self-determination for
Khanistan, Christian Nagalim, Kashmir, and
all the minority nations and peoples living
under Indian rule.

Sincerely,
Edolphus Towns, Donald M. Payne,

Wally Herger, Lincoln Diaz-Balart,
Cynthia McKinney, Dan Burton, James
Traficant, John T. Doolittle, James
Rogan, James Oberstar, Peter King,
Roscoe Bartlett, Randy ‘‘Duke’’
Cunningham, Eni F.H. Faleomavaega,
Philip M. Crane, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen,
George P. Radanovich.

[Press Release Council of Khalistan]
U.S. CONGRESS: INDIA IS A ‘‘HOSTILE

COUNTRY’’

LETTER URGES PRESIDENT TO PRESS INDIAN
PRIME MINISTER ON SELF-DETERMINATION
FOR KHALISTAN, HUMAN RIGHTS, RELEASE OF
POLITICAL PRISONERS

Washington, D.C., September 13, 2000—A
bipartisan group of 17 Members of the U.S.
Congress have written a letter to President
Clinton urging him to press Indian Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who arrives
for a state visit today, on issues of self-deter-
mination for Khalistan, human rights,
andrelease of political prisoners. The letter
called India ‘‘a hostile country.’’

‘‘We call on you to press Prime Minister
Vajpayee on the issues of human rights and
self-determination for Khalistan, Christian
Nagalim, Kashmir, and all the minority na-
tions and peoples living under Indian rule,’’
the Members of Congress wrote. The Mem-
bers noted the recent incident in which a
priest in Gujarat was kidnapped, tortured,
and dragged naked through the streets. This
incident is part of a pattern of repression
against Christians that has been going on
since Christmas 1998, they noted. They also
took note of the massacre of 35 Sikhs in
Chithi Singhpora during the President’s visit
to India in March, which two independent in-
vestigations have proven was carried out by
the Indian government. They wrote about
the murders of over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984,
over 70,000 Muslims since 1988, more than
200,000 Christians in Nagaland since 1947, and
tens of thousands of other minorities by the
Indian government. ‘‘We cannot accept this
kind of brutality and tyranny from a govern-
ment that claims to be democratic,’’ they
wrote.

They also wrote, ‘‘India is a hostile coun-
try. Last year the Indian Defense Minister
led a meeting with Cuba, China, Iraq, Serbia,
Russia, and Libya to construct a security al-
liance ‘to stop the U.S.,’’ they noted. They
also wrote that India introduced the nuclear
arms race to South Asia and that it sup-
ported the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

The lead sponsor of the letter was Rep-
resentative Edolphus Towns (D-NY). Other
co-signers include Representative Wally
Herger (R-Cal.); Representative Donald M.
Payne (D-NJ); Representative Lincoln Diaz-
Balart (R-Fla.); Representative Cynthia
McKinney (D-Ga.); Representative Roscoe
Bartlett (R-Md.); Representative Dan Burton

(R-Ind.), chairman of the Government Re-
form and Oversight Committee; Representa-
tive Randy (Duke) Cunningham (R-Cal.);
Representative James Traficant (D-Ohio);
Representative Eni F.H. Faleomavaega (D-
American Samoa); Representative John T.
Doolittle (R-Cal.); Representative Philip M.
Crane (R-Ill.); Representative James Rogan
(R-Cal.); Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
(R-Fla.); Representative James Oberstar (D-
Minn.); Representative George P. Radano-
vich (R-Cal.); and Representative Peter King
(R-NY).

Indian security forces have murdered over
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, according to figures
compiled by the Punjab State Magistracy
and human-rights organizations. These fig-
ures were published in The Politics of Geno-
cide by Inderjit Singh Jaijee. About 50,000
Sikh political prisoners are rotting in Indian
jails without charge or trial. Many have been
in illegal custody since 1984. India is in gross
violation of international law. Since 1984,
India has engaged in a campaign of ethnic
cleansing in which about 50,000 Sikhs were
murdered by the police and secretly cre-
mated, according to Justice Ajit Singh
Bains, chairman of the Punjab Human
Rights Organization, in an interview broad-
cast on ‘‘Ankhila Punjab’’ radio in Toronto,
Canada. The Indian Supreme Court described
this campaign as ‘‘worse than a genocide.’’

‘‘On behalf of half a million Sikhs in the
United States, I would like to thank Con-
gressman Towns and every Member who
signed this letter,’’ said Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan, the government pro tempore of
Khalistan, the Sikh homeland that declared
its independence from India on October 7,
1987. ‘‘We thank our friends in both parties
for their support for freedom in South Asia.
This letter can help focus the attention of
the United States and India on the impor-
tant democratic values of self-determination
and human rights,’’ he said. ‘‘The willingness
of these Members of Congress to call India a
hostile country also advances freedom in
South Asia by helping to frustrate India’s
drive for hegemony in the region,’’ he said.
He predicted that ‘‘the breakup of India
draws closer every day and Khalistan will be
free in this decade.’’
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Tuesday, September 19, 2000

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the outstanding work done by par-
ticipants in my Student Congressional Town
Meeting held this summer. These participants
were part of a group of high school students
from around Vermont who testified about the
concerns they have as teenagers, and about
what they would like to see the government do
regarding these concerns.

I submit these statements in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, as I believe that the views of
these young persons will benefit my col-
leagues.

HON. BERNARD SANDERS IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

ON BEHALF OF HEATHER MOYLAN, GEORGE (BUD)
VANA, IV AND MATTHEW JENNESS

REGARDING GENDER REQUIREMENT IN
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION—MAY 26, 2000

HEATHER MOYLAN: Today we would like
to propose that new legislation be introduced

regarding gender equity, legislation that
would repeal any sections of affirmative ac-
tion that make reference to gender in the
workplace. Affirmative action is defined as
actions taken to provide equal opportunities
as an admission for employment for minor-
ity groups or women.

Traditionally society has dominated by the
male gender. Today, however, advancements
have been made for women in regards to
jobs, sports and education. Affirmative ac-
tion legislation and its close cousin, Title 9
have had a lot of important and beneficial
progress for women in all of their endeavors.
In most cases quality is already a reality.
Statistics show in some cases there is a fe-
male advantage and of course there is still
progress to be made. The legislation and en-
forcement by the government, once crucial,
has run its course. The American people
have become accustomed to gender equality.

States have created their own legislation.
Institutions and public and private sectors
have their own regulations, and in summary
the law has done all that it can do. The dan-
ger now exists that the law may be abused
with so-called reverse discrimination suits.

MATTHEW JENNESS: Last night I went
out and I found information to back this up;
with looking at the job rate between male
and female and I found that the participa-
tion rate percentage was in 1948, 32 percent
female and 86.9 percent male. In 1979, 50 per-
cent female and 78 percent male, and in this
year, 2000, 75 percent male and 60 percent fe-
male. So from that I figure that a 60 per-
cent—there is a pretty good margin there, it
is close, and the ten percent may be people
who chose to be—females choosing to take
traditional roles in the family.

GEORGE VANA, IV: I get to show you
some stuff, I guess. Now this is a graph of
high school attendance percentage. These
are 14- and 15-year-olds. This right here is
the male bar and that represents 80.2 percent
attendance and this represents female at-
tendance which is 85.6 percent, and this is I
guess preliminary to what we are getting to
here.

CONGRESSMAN SANDERS: So that chart
shows there are more girls in high school
than boys.

GEORGE VANA, IV: This is college enroll-
ment and it is the same trend basically. 41.7
percent of 18- and 19-year-old males attend
college, and I guess it is 51.3 percent of fe-
males, age 18 to 19 years old attend college.
These are based on the United States Census
Bureau. And then we are also going to look
at male versus female education accomplish-
ments, and you can see here that education
attainment which basically signifies some
degree of some sort is much, much higher
nowadays within females. These are numbers
in the thousands, 46,888,000 females now at-
tain higher educational status compared to
29,343,000 males. And current college enroll-
ment, also in the millions, is we have about
6,905,000 males in college right now as op-
posed to 8,641,000 females, so a gap exists now
I guess and that would almost be in favor of
females where affirmative action legislation
many years ago served to increase these
numbers.

HON. BERNARD SANDERS IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

ON BEHALF OF FALINDA HOUGH, DANIELLE
MORGAN AND WENDY PRATT

REGARDING HOUSING FOR TEEN MOTHERS—MAY
26, 2000

WENDY PRATT: My name is Wendy and
we are teen moms, young mothers who have
a lot of problems with housing, and we would
like it if we had a program for us to work
through to get help with getting housing for
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us. Our school put together a program called
Independence and it is for single mothers
with one child and I have a child and a child
on the way, so that is not a program that I
can link, go through because I am going to
have two children, and it is just so hard for
me to find someplace to stay.

DANIELLE MORGAN: I am 16 and I have
an eleven-month-old son. I live at my moth-
er’s house which includes me and my son, my
mother, my six-year-old little brother and
my stepfather, and that is somewhere that I
really do not want to be right now because
one thing is that it is hard to parent when
you are also being parented. I can not do
what I want with my son because my parents
are interfering with that. And I have been
told that because of past college students
and just younger people that rented apart-
ments in Burlington, they wrecked the
apartments, we are not allowed to do that
anymore and I feel that is unfair to me and
my friends and whoever else is going through
the same things I am going through because
I feel that I deserve my own space for me and
my child.

There is the Lund Home and I have lived
there, I lived there when I was pregnant, and
I feel that is a very good program. But then
when you leave there, there are some people
that are ready for something more. And I
will be 17 in August and I feel like I could
have my own apartment and my own space
to live in. I thank Lund is for a beginning
process for people that need to learn more
things, but I have already been there and
now I am stuck. I have nowhere else to go.

FALINDA HOUGH: Actually I am in the
same situation as Danielle. It is hard to live
in your house where you are also being par-
ented and your parents are trying to tell you
how to raise your kid. And there should be
other opportunities for us as far as the Lund
Center, but you cannot go there if you have
two children, so it is hard for other people to
go there. And there should be more housing
for us where we can live.

HON. BERNARD SANDERS IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

ON BEHALF OF PAULA DUFRESNE AND KATHLEEN
SHEVCHIK

REGARDING DATE/ACQUAINTANCE RAPE—MAY 26,
2000

KATHLEEN SHEVCHIK: Good morning,
Congressman SANDERS, fellow students and
those attending this event.

Today we come before you to express our
concern about a crisis: date and acquaint-
ance rape. After researching in depth about
date and acquaintance rape, we feel a defi-
nite need for change in the near future. In
out society there needs to be more awareness
and knowledge available for students. There
are many factors leading to rape whether it
is alcohol, drugs or even Rapinol slipped into
a drink, this is a serious problem needing a
definite solution.

Acquaintance rape is defined as any non-
consensual sexual activity between two or
more people who know each other. Here are
some facts. 60 percent of all rape victims
know their assailants, but 92 percent of ado-
lescent rape victims know their assailants.
On college campuses one in every four
women is a victim of rape. 84 percent of
these women knew their assailant and 57 per-
cent of those rapes happened on a date.

Congressman SANDERS, I will enroll as a
freshman next year in college, and after this
research I am scared that I could be another
statistic. Date rape is about power and con-
trol, not romance and passion. Many women
think it could never happen to them, but
they are simply not educated enough on this
issue.

What we are proposing today is the need
for schools to provide more education on
date and acquaintance rape. Women need to
become more aware of their surroundings
and situations that lead to rape. Men must
be portrayed as a part of the solution, not
just the source of the problem.

PAULA DUFRESNE: We think there
should be an educational program nation-
wide. This program should inform both men
and women on all aspects of date rape. We
feel this program should be attended twice;
once entering high school and once entering
college. We feel that this program should
have group discussions about when sexual
activity is considered rape, how to be more
assertive, and to realize that no always
means no. There should also be the victims
of date rape and even possibly their assail-
ants. This program would create more
awareness to everyone. It would bring so
much positive to schools and even to individ-
uals. The knowledge should be given out be-
fore the students have to use it. We strongly
believe that no action will only insure that
an unacceptable situation remains un-
changed. In conclusion, we will leave you
with the words of Katie Ripley, a college stu-
dent who wrote The Morning After, Sex,
Fear and Feminism on Campuses. ‘‘Today’s
definition of rape has stretched beyond
bruises to threats of death or violence to in-
volve emotional pressure and the influence
of alcohol.’’

f

BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL WINNER

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2000

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Scripps Ranch High
School in Scripps Ranch and its leaders, Prin-
cipal, David LeMay and Superintendent, Alan
Bersin. Scripps Ranch has been designated
by the U.S. Department of Education as a Na-
tional Bule Ribbon School for 2000. I am
proud to inform my colleagues that my district
had an amazing record of eleven schools se-
lected for that prestigious honor this year. I
would also like to note that the Academy of
Our Lady of Peace right outside my district in
San Diego County was also named a Blue
Ribbon School. I applaud the educators, stu-
dents and communities in each of the San
Diego County schools who pulled together in
pursuit of educational excellence.

Blue Ribbon Schools are recognized as
some of the nation’s most successful institu-
tions, and they are exemplary models for
achieving educational excellence throughout
the nation. Not only have they demonstrated
excellence in academic leadership, teaching
and teacher development, and school cur-
riculum, but they have demonstrated excep-
tional levels of community and parental in-
volvement, high student achievement levels
and strong safety and discipline.

After schools are nominated by state edu-
cation agencies for the Blue Ribbon award,
they undergo a rigorous review of their pro-
grams, plans and activities. That is followed
with visits by educational experts for evalua-
tion. Ultimately, those schools which best
demonstrate strong leadership, clear vision
and mission, excellent teaching and cur-
riculum, policies and practices that keep the
schools safe for learning, family involvement
and evidence of high standards are selected

for this prestigious award. I am pleased that
they are now receiving the national recognition
they are due.

As school and community leaders head to
Washington for the Department of Education
awards ceremony, I want to thank them once
again for a job well done. More satisfying than
any award, these leaders will have the lifelong
satisfaction of having provided the best edu-
cation possible and a better future for thou-
sands of children. I am proud of what they
have achieved, and want to share their
achievements so that more people benefit
from their accomplishments. I ask that a sum-
mary of Scripps Ranch High School’s superior
work be included in the record:

Scripps Ranch High School, San Diego,
California, opened in 1993, modeling its cur-
riculum on Second to None: A Vision of the
New California High School, the 1992 report
from the California State Department of Edu-
cation Task Force. Strong academics, modern
technology, a wide variety of electives, block
scheduling, advisory periods, and the integra-
tion of academic and career curricula are Sec-
ond to None fundamentals and the foundation
of the learning environment at Scripps Ranch
High School (SRHS). An innovative and qual-
ity staff presently serves an ethnically diverse
2,063 student population.

All students participate in a 23-minute
CORE (Career Opportunities, Reading, and
Exhibitions) advisory period that meets two
days each week. The CORE period is used to
mentor students, promote school-to-career ac-
tivities, and to advance literacy through read-
ing. Staff members keep the same CORE stu-
dents throughout their high school years. Be-
cause of this continual mentoring in a 25 to 1
ratio, each student has a link to a staff mem-
ber who knows and cares about them and can
refer them for assistance when a need arises.
The heart and soul of SRHS lies in its staff.
Their dedication to teaching and students is
obvious to anyone who visits a classroom or
attends an extracurricular event. Teachers not
only sponsor clubs and coach teams, they at-
tend and support student events and activities
throughout the school year. This school began
with pride in its foundations, continues to build
on its reputation of excellence, and is ever
ready to enhance its programs to benefit the
students that it serves.
f

DEBT RELIEF LOCK-BOX REC-
ONCILIATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. WALTER B. JONES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 18, 2000

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to urge my colleagues to
support the Debt Relief Lockbox Reconciliation
Act.

According to the Department of Treasury,
our national debt stands at over $5.6 trillion.
Every man, woman, and child owes $21,000
for that debt. Even in these strong economic
times, that debt remains an albatross over the
prosperity of future generations. This legisla-
tion takes steps to correct that problem. It
would ensure that the vast majority of the sur-
plus is reserved for two important purposes:
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